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'T Mr. Burke's time cl A * in cb TIM 
ſitions, petere bonęſtam dimiſſianem was all he 


| _ ad to do with his political aſſociates. This boon 


they have not choſen to grant him. With many ex- 
preſſions of good- will, in effect they tell him he has 
loaded the 7 4 too long. 'They.conceaveit, tho 
an harſh yet a neceſſary office, in full parliament to 
declare to the preſent age, and to as late a poſteri- 
ty, as ſhall take any coneern in the proceedings 

of our day, that by one book he has diſgraced the 
whole tenour of his life. — Thus they dilmiſs their 


old partner of the war. He is adviſed to retire, 


whilſt they continue to ſerve the public upon wiſer | 
Principles, and under better auſpices. - | 
Whether Diogenes the Cynic was à true phi- | 


8 loſopher, cannot. eaſily be determined. He has 
written nothing. But the ſayings of his which 
are handed down by others, are 


ively; and may 
be eaſily and aptly applied on many occaſions 


by thoſe whoſe wit is not ſo perfect as their me- 


mor y. This Diogenes (as every one will recollect) 
was citizen of a little bleak town ſituated on the 
coaſt of the Euxine, and expoſed to all the buffets of 


_ a lea. He hveda at a * diſtance 
a 15 from 


- | . 


With ſame degree 


| 9 A ä * * 27. OE: 


„3 - 
| ow thoſe weather-beaten walls, in eaſe and indo- 


lence, and in the midſt of literary leiſure, when he 


was informed that his townfmen had condemned 


| him to be baniſhed from Sinope; he anſwered 
: N & And I condemn them to live in Sino 
E 


gentlemen of the party in which Mr. irke 


has always acted, in paſſing upon him the ſentence 
of retirement *, have done nothing more than to 
confirm the ſentence -which he had long before 


paſſed upon himſelf. When that retreat was Cakes, 


which the tribunal of his peers infli& as puniſn- 
ment, it is plain he does not think their — | 


intolerably ſevere. Whether they-who are to con- 
tinue in the Sinope which ſhortly- he is to leave, 


will ſpend the long years 
0 them, in x manner more to their ſatisfaction, 


 thah he Thall ide down, in filence and obſcurity, 
of his declining days, is beſt known to 
EEE Ee jr pc 


— 


r inte 
1 


lowing pa 


and under their © 
The paragrap 0 5 585 is not dee med on their -part 


F aA 
be (great and firm body of the Whigs of England.” 


of a different compoſition, which 


are the Whi 
Ly femence conſiders -as fed of 


| 
Relig an os 


of that iption. The definitive ſentence 


a the gone: and fom body ae: aa 
5 (as this paper gives it out) is a follows: . 
diu great und firm hody of the Whigs of England, ans <6 hu 
_— D 


and the former is declared to have maintained th 


*-invarlably acted. The conſequence is, that Mr. Hare ware from: 


which; I hops, temain . 


ence. a 2 to ihe "6-7 OY 
I*do not know ou the. fol- 
K on any auth denn 5 th . | 
20 Md ie rv ority ee ble * 
t 


intereſt 


unte e 1 know not, 5 bether 


The 


6 
b | 


(£32 3) 
The quality of the ſentence does not howeyer 
_ decide on the (juſtice of it. Angry friendſhip is 
ſometimes as bad as calm enmity. For this rea- 
ſon the cold neutrality of abſtract juſtice, is, to a 
good and clear cauſe, a _ deſirable „ y,  - 
an affection liable to be any | 


the trial is by friends, ilch the — # ſhould- happen 


to 1 — the honor of the acquittal is leſſen- 
ed; if adverſe, the condemnation is exceedingly 
embittered. It is aggravated by coming from lips 
_ profeſling friendſhip, and pronouncing judgment 
— reluctance. Taking in the whole 
view of life, it is more fafe to live under the juriſ- 
diction of ſevere but ſteady reaſon, than — | 
the empire of indulgent, but capricious: paſſion. 
It is certainly: well or Mr. Burke that there are 
— men in ary = 
_ myſelf, pending the W on his part is 
— from the living to the dead, from ** mo- 
dern Whigs to the Stade.” 
The gentlemen, who, in the name of then * 
have paſſed ſentence on Mr. Burke's book, 1 | 
| light of literary criticiſm/are judges above 411 
challenge. He did not indeed flatter himſelf, that 
as a writer, he could claim the approbation of 
men whoſe talents, in ene ee 
public judgment, approach to o pr if ever 
fuch perſons ſhould be diſpoſed to eſtimate the 
2 hn" ENTS. NE af their 
own ability. 
Im their critical cenſure, Me. Burke may 
find himſelf humbled by it as a vr iter, as a man and 
as an Engliſhman, he finds matter not only of con- 
ſeolation, but of pride. He propoſed to convey to a | 
foreign people, not his oun ideas, but tlie prevalent 
1 opinions and fentiments of a nation, 1 owned for 4 
Nr ons MIR” 9 well ood . 


— 


work of fkall; been tho 
tion, forme: doubt ache; have been entertained of 
the cauſe of his ſucceſs.” But the matter ftands 


(ae 
| flood and well regulated love of freedom. This was 


tlie avowed purpoſe of the far greater part of his 
work. As that work has not been ill received, and. 


as his eritics will not only admit but contend, that 


this reception could not be owing to any excellence 
in the compoſition capable of perverting the public 
judgment, it is clear that he is not diſavowed by 
the nation whoſe ſentiments he had undertaken to. 


deſcribe. His repreſentation: is authenticated by 


the verdict of his 3 Had his piece, as 2 
worthy of commenda- 


exactly as he wiſhes it. He is more happy to 
have his fidelity in repreſentation recognized by 
the body of the people, than if he were to be 
ranked in point of ability (and higher he could 


not be ranked) with thoſe whoſe eren cenſure 
| he has had the misfortune to incur. 


60 


It is not from this part of their deriio 0 ch che 
author wiſhes an appeal. There are things which 


touch him more nearly; To abandon them would 


not argue diſfidence in his abilities, but treachery 
to his cauſe. Had Bis work been recognized as 
2 pattern for dextrous argument, and powerful 
eloquence, yet if it tended to eſtabliſh-maxims, or 
to inſpire ſentiments; adverſe to the wiſe and free 


eonſtitution of this kingdom, he would only have 


cauſe to lament, that it poſſeſſed qualities fitted to 
perpetuate the memory of his offence. Oblivion 


would be the only means of his eſcaping the re- 


1 of poſterity. But, after receiving the com- 
mon allowance 58 0 to the common weakneſs of 
man, he wiſhes to owe no part of the indulgence 
of the world to its forgetfulneſs. He is at flue 
with the party, before the preſent, and if ever he 


can rr it, YR the ——_—_ generation. 
— 3 The 


— 


- 114 — 


($3 
"The th ſeveral months previous to bis pub 


lication, well knew, that two. gentlemen, both of 

* oſſeſſed of the moſt diſtinguiſhed: abilities, 
-a.moſt deciſive authority in the party, had 

ji with him in one of the moſt material points 


| relative to the French revolution; that is in their 


opinion of the behaviour of the French ſoldiery, | 
And its revolt from its officers. At the — _ 
| their public declaration on this ſubject, he did nat 


imagine the opinion of theſe two gentlemen had 
extended a great way beyond themſelves. He 


was howeyer well aware of the great probability, 
that perſons of their juſt credit and influence, would 
at length diſpoſe the greater number to an agree- 
ment with their ſentiments; and perhaps might . 
induce the whole body to a tacit acquielcence in 
their declarations, under a natural, and not al- 


ways an improper, diſlike of ſhewing a difference 


with thoſe who lead their party. I will not deny, 
that in general this conduct in parties is defenſible; 
but within what limits the practice is to be cir- 
cumſcribed, and with what exceptions the doc- 


trinè which ſupports it is to be received, it is not 


. my preſent purpoſe to define. The preſent queſ- 
tion has 1 to do wich their motives; it only 
e. expreſſion of their ſentiments. 


I he author is compelled, however reluctantly, to 
receive the ſentence pronounced upon him in wn 


Fenk the, publ 


Houſe of Commons as that of the party. It pro- 
.ceeded from the mouth of him who muff. he Tegard- 


ed as its authentic organ. In adiſcuflionwhich.con-. 
ttinued for two days, no one gentlemanof the oppoſi- 


tion interpoſed a negative, or even a doubt, in favour 


of him or of his opinions. If an idea conſonant to the 


doctrine of his book, or favourable to his conduct, 


I lurks i in the minds of any perſons in that deſcription, | 


it is to be conſidered only as a 80 which they 


indulge . 


— 


„ *,# 


* 


(6) 


indulge t6 their own private liberty of chin{fog. 

The authpr cannot reckon upon it. It has wothing 
to do with them as members of a party. In their 
ublic capacity, Its wet thing that meets the 
lic ear, or pu Ae the 80 muſt be een 
fidered a8 e 

They muſt have been aninrates with a very warth 
zeal againſt thoſe opinions, becauſe they were under 
ns neveffity of acting as they did, from any juſt 
cauſe of apprehenſion that the errors of this writer 


mould be taken for theirs. They might diſap- 


7 any ſhade of ſorrow, he 


5 = it was not neceſſary they ſhould . diſavow 
as they have done in the whole, and in all the 
Tay of his his book: becauſe neither in the whole nor 
In any of the parts, were they, directly, or by any 
nipMeatign, involved. The author was known in- 
bs fo have been warmly, ſtrenuouſly, and affec- 
3 gainſt all allurements of ambition, and 
ility of alienation from pride, or Lapua | 
org or peeviſh jealouſy, attached to the Whi 
With one of them he has had a long friend- 
- which he muſt ever remember with a me- 
15 lache pleafure. To the great, real, and ami- 
Able virtues, and to the cet abilities of 
that gentleman, he ſnall always join with his 
| country in paying a: juſt tribute of applauſe. 
There are others in that ty for whom, without 
40 as high a degree of 
love as can enter into the human heart; agd as 
much veneration as ought to be paid te human 
Ereatures; becauſe he firmly believes, that they are 
endowed with as many and as great virtues, as the 
| nature of man is capable of producing, joined to 
reat elearneſs of intellect, to a juſt ju gment, to a 
wonderful temper, and to true wiſdom. His fenti- 
ments with regard to them can never vary, with- 
Nl ect 'S him to the juſt indignation of fn, 5 
| 5 


ruin, we ſhall at 


g. 


— 


. 


kind, who are. bound, and are 
to look up with reverence to 


nenl}y age; 
e beſt patterns of 


1 


their ſpecies, and ſuch as give a dignity to the na : 


ture of which we all participate, For the whole 


of the party he has high reſpect. Upon a view = 


indeed of the compoſition of all parties, he finds 
great Kor: ke l that in . — the ſer- 
viee of his country, 

al compariſon riche 


ne leaves parliament without 


{he truſts they are) they are in a condition to r 
der 5 of W importance. If, through 


miſtake or paſſi y are led to contribute to its 
K 7 


nd 


rendered the author of the refleftions extremely 


cautious, leſt the lighteſt ſuſpicion ſhould ariſe of i 
his having undertaken to 5 the ſentiments 
even of a ſingle man of that deſcription. His words 


A the outſet of his Reflections are theſe; 


In the firſt letter I had the honour to write to. 
you, and which at length I ſend, I wrote neither 

< for, nor from any deſcri TORO: of men; nor ſhall 
13 any, are my 0. „My | 

<« reputation alone is to anſwer for th ow 
another place, he ſays (p. 126.) “J 5 8 
proxy. I ſpeak only from my/elf;, w 


&« I in this. My errors, 1 


« as I do, with all poſſible earneſkne! "= 


« nion with the actors 1 in that n Jn): ROME: 
; 1 8 8 5 * admirers 


in l than he found it. ; 
Very ſohd and very brilliant talents diſtinguiſh the 
miniſterial benches. The oppoſite rows 2 à ſort 
of ſeminary of genius, and have brought forth ſuch 
and ſo great talents as never before among us 
atleaſt) have appeared together at any one 171 

If their owners are diſpoſed to ſerve t heir country, 


ave a conſolation denied to 
he ruined country that adjoins us—we ſhall not be. 
leſtroyed by men of mean or ſecondary capacities. 
All thee conſiderations of party attachment, 
of perſonal regard, and of perſonal admiration, 


— 


CE) 


„ alters of it. When I affert any thing el 
as concerning the people of England, Teen 


from obſervation, not from authority. 


To ſay then, that the book did not coöfltaln the” N 


ſentiments of their party, is not to contradif the 
author, or to clear themſelves. If the party ftw : 
denied his doctrines to be the current opinions of 
the majority. in the nation, they bly have hk | 

the queſtion on its true iffue. There, I hope and 


believe, his cenſurers will find on the trial, 


that the author is as faithful a repreſentative of 
the general ſentiment of the people of England, "Ip 
as # ar can be of the ideas of their own party. 
The French Revolution can have no bn 
with the objects of any parties in r rot formed 


before the period of that event, unleſs they chooſe 
to ĩmitate any of its acts, or to conſolidate any princi- 5 


ples of that revolution with their own opinions. The 
French revolution is ho part of their original con- 


5 re The hy i allen, by itſelf, 1s an 2 = 


"a \ 


| think 1 no 759 A ne could bind the Safi notto 
expreſs his ſentiments ſtrongly againſt ſuch a faction. 
On the contrary, he was perhaps bound to mark his 
diſſent, when the leaders of the party were daily go- 
ing 0 out xe Of. their * make public declarations in 
| parliament, 


4:4 » 


arliament,” which, notwithſtanding the purity 90 F 
their intentions, had a tendency to encourage 1 u- - 
deſigning men' in their Palle againſt our con- : 


Atution. 


The Wende of this faQion Kekve io doubt of 
the nature and the extent of the miſchief they mean 
to — 9 "They declare it l and deci- 

equivocal. 

They” are put out of all diſpute by the thanks 
which, fh and as it were officially, they iſſue, 
in order to recommend, and to promote the ci | 
culation of the moſt atrocious: and treaſonable liv 
bels, againſt all the hitherto cheriſhed objects of | 
the love and veneration of this people. Is it con- 


fively Their intentions are 'not le 


trary to the duty of a good ſubject, to reprobate 


ſuch 0 ? Is it alien to the office of a good 
er 


member of parliament, when ſuch practices en- 


creaſe, when the audacity of the tonſpirators grows 
with their impunity, to point out in his place their 
evil tendency to the happy conſtitution which he 


is choſen to guard! ? Is it wrong in any ſenſe, 


to render the people of England ſenſible how much 


they muſt ſuffer if unfortunately ſuch a wicked fac- 
tion ſhould become poſſeſſed in this country of 


the ſame power which their allies in the very next F 
to us have fo. perfidiouſſy uſurped, and fo outra- 


pron abuſed ? Is it inhuman to prevent, if poſſi- 
ble, the ſpilling of their blood, or imprudent to 


guard againſt the effuſion of our own Is it con- 
| 1 to any of the honeſt principles of party, or re- | 


pugnant to any of the known duties of friendſhi 


for any ſenator, reſpectfully, and amicably, to cau- 


tion his brother members = countenancing by 


inconſiderate expreſſions a ſort of proceeding which 


it is impoſſible they ſhould deliberately approve ?' 


He had undertaken to demonſtrate, by arguments 


which he thought could not be refuted, and by do- 
cuments, which he was ſure could not be denied, 


| that | 


*. 


4 * 
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That it was æ foul, impious, monſtrous t 


Wo r 
chat no compariſon was to be made between theBri- , 
mh government, and the Freneh ufurpation.— Tbat 

they "wks endeavoured madly to compare: them, 

were by no means making the compariſon, of one 
ſyſtem with another good ſyſtem, which, va- 

ried only in local and circumſtantial differenc 1 hath 


much leſs that they. were holding out to us a . 
rior pattern of legal liberty, which we mah 55 85 

ſtitute in the place of our old, and, as they deli =o 
it, ſuperannuated conſtitution... He meant to 15 bh 
monſtrate, that the French ſcheme was not à co 
parative good, but a poſitive. evil Thar he quel, | 
tion did not at all turn, as it had been ſtated, 
on a parallel between a monarchy and a — 5 
He denied that the preſent ſcheme af things in 
France, did at all deſerve the xeſpectable name = : 
republic: he had therefore no compariſon... be. 
tween monarchies and republics to make. That 
what was done in France was a wild attempt to me⸗ 
thodize anarchy; to perpetuate and fix diſorder.— 


ty out of the courſe of moral nature. e un- 
| Ne 2 25 * it was — . in de 
chery, fraud, falſeh pocriſy, a ov 

4A 0 —He offered 8 — N that that ſe ho 
have led in that buſineſs, had pe; we themſelves 
with the utmoſt perfidy to their colleagues 1 in func- 
tion, and with the moſt flagrant perjury both to- 
wards their king and their conſtituents ; to the one 
of whom the aſſembly had ſworn fealty, and to the 
other, when under no ſort of violence or conſtraint, 
they had ſworn a full obedienee to inſtructions.— 
That by the terror of aſſaſſination they had driven 
away a very great number of the 6 ee ſo as to 
produce a falſe appearance of a majority. 
this fictitious majority had fabricated a. e e 
which, as it now ſtands, is a tyranny far be: 
any example that can be found 1 in the civi 
5 


* 


| * 
European worſd of our age; that nden the 
lovers of it muſt be lovers, not of liberty, but, if 
they at all underſtand it, of the loweſt and baſeſt - 
of all ſervitude. | 

He propoſed to prove, that the preſent ſtate of 
things in France is not a tranſient evil, pro- 
ductive, as fome have too favourably repreſented 
it, of a laſting good; but that the preſent evil is 
only the means of producing future, and (if that 
were poſſible) worſe evils. That it is not, an un- 
geſted, imperfect, and crude ſcheme of liberty, 
Which may gradually be mellowed and ripened 

into an orderly and ſocial freedom; but that it is 
ſo fundamentally wrong, as to be utterly incapa- 
ble of correcting itſelf by any length of time, or 
of being formed into any mode of polity, of 
which a member of the houſe of TOWNS could 
public] declare his approbation:  * 

TF it dtd permitted to Mr. Burke; he wods 
have ſhewn Gſligctiy, and in detail, that what the 
emeres calling itſelf national, had held out as a 
large and liberal toleration, is in reality a cruel 

inſidious religious perſecution; infinitely 
more bitter than any which had been heard of with- 
in this eentury.— That it had a feature in it worfe 
than the old perſecutions. —That the old perſecu- 
tors acted, or pretended to act, from zeal towards 
ſome fyſtem of | _ and virtue: they gave ſtrong 
preferences to their own; and if they drove peo- 
ple from one religion, they provided for them 
another, in which men might take refuge, and 
expect conſolation.— That their new perſecution 
is not againſt a variety in conſcience, but againſt 
all conſcience. —That it profeſſes contempt towards 
its object; and whilſt it treats all religion with 
ſcorn, is not ſo much as neutral about the modes: 
It unites the oppoſite evils of intolerance and of 
— | He 


{ 72 J 
e dauld have proved that it is ſo far from rejed- L 
ing teſts (as unaccountably had been aſſerted) that 
the aſſembly had impoſed teſts of a peculiar hard- 
ip, ariſing from a cruel and premeditated pecu- 
.niary fraud: teſts againſt old principles, ſanction- 
ed by the laws, and binding upon the conſeience. 
That theſe teſts were not impoſed as titles to 
ſome new honour or ſome nem benefit, but to en- 
able men to hold a poor compenſation for their 
legal eſtates, of * which they had been unjuſtly de- 
prived; and, as they had: before- been reduced 
from affluence-to-indigence, ſo on refuſal to ſwear 
againſt their conſcience, they are now driven from 
indigence to Famer and treated with every poſſi- 
ble degree of outrage, infult, and inhumanity.— 
That. theſe teſts, which their impoſers 1 well knew 
would not be taken, were intended for the very 
purpoſe of cheating their miſerable victims gut of 
the compenfation which the tyrannic impoſtors of 
che aſſembly had previouſſy and purpoſely rendet- 
ed the public unable to pay. That thus their-ulti- 
mate violence aroſe from their-oviginal fraud. 
Hie wouldhaveſhewn that the univerſal peace and 
concord amongſt nations, which theſe common ene- 
mies to mankind had held out with the ſame frau- 
dulent ends and pretences with which they had uni- 
formly conducted every part of their proceedings, 
Was a coarſe and clumſy deception, unworthy to be 
Propoſed as an en by an informed and ſa- 
gacious Britiſh ſenator, to any other ener 
That far from peace and geod-will to men, the 
meditated war. againſt all other governments; and 
propoſed ſyſtematically to excite in them allthe very 
work kind of ſeditions, in order to lead totheir com- 
mon deſtruction. That they had diſcovered, in the 
few inſtances in which they have hitherto had the 
| ord of e it, "OW a inen, i aud in ph 
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the” Comtaty: at Cavailhon and at Carpentras):i im 
what a ſavage manner they mean to conduct the 
ſeditions and wars they have planned againſt their 
neighbours for the ſake of putting themſelves. at 
tke head of a confederation of republics as wild 
and as miſchievous as their own. He would have 
ſhewn in what manner that wicked ſcheme was 
carried on in thoſe places, without being directly 
either owned. or diſchimed, in hopes that the un- 
done people ſhould at length be obliged to fly to 
their tyrannic protection, as ſome ſort of refuge 
from their barbarous and treacherous hoſtility. He 
would have ſhewn from thoſe examples, that nei- 
ther this nor any other ſociety could be in ſafety 
as long as ſuch a public enemy was in a condition 
to continue directly or indirectly ſuch: practices a- 
inſt its peace. That Great Britain was a princi- 
pal object of their machinations; and that they hac 
begun by 3 correſpondences, communi- 
4 and a ſort of federal union with the facti- 
ous here. That no practical enjoyment of a thing 
ſo imperfect and precarious, as human happineſs 
muſt be, even under the very beſt of governments, 
could be a ſecurity for the exiſtence of theſe go- 
vernments, during the prevalence of the principles 
of France, 2 from that grand ſchool of 
every diſorder, and every vice. 
He was prepared to ſhew the madneſs, of thais: 
60 of the pretended rights of man; the 
childiſh-futility of ſome of their maxims; the groſs 
and ſtupid abſurdity and palpable falſity of others; Y 
and the miſchievous tendency of all ſuch declarati- 
ons to the wellbeing of men and of citizens, and the 
_ lafety and proſperity of every juſt commonwealth. 
He was prepared to ſhew that, in their conduct, 
the aſſembly had directly violated not only every 
juſt principle of government, but everyone, without 


exception, of their own falſe or futile maxims; and 
indeed 


— 


C is ); 


indeed every rule they had pretended to lay down. 

for their own direction. : 
In a word, he was nity to FW chat thoſe 
who, could, after ſuch a full and fair expoſure, con- 
tinue to countenance the French inſanity, — ; 


miſtaken politicians, but bad men; but he thought 
that in this caſe, as in e N had 
been the cauſe of admiration. - + 


. Theſe are ſtrong aſſertions. They e 
proofs. The member who laid — theſe poſitions a 
was and is ready to give, in his place, to each po- 
ſition decifive evidence, correſpondent to the n · | 
ture and quality of the ſeveral allegations. 

In order to judge on the propriety of the i interrup- I 
tion eee _ 9 — his ſpeech on the com- 
mittee o ebec it nee, to efquire. 
firſt, — os general principles, Mr: Burke, 
ought to have been fuffered to prove his allegations? 
Secondly,- whether the time he had choſen was ſo 

very unſeaſonable as to make his exerciſe of a par 
liamentary right productive of ill effects on his 
friends or his country? Thirdly; whether the opi- 
nions delivered in his book, and which he had. | 
begun to expatiate upon that day, were in contra - 
diction to his former principles, and inconſiſtent 
with the tenor of his conduct? They who have made 
eloquent penegyrics on the French Revolution, 
and who think a free diſcuſſion ſo very advan- 
tageous in every caſe, and under every circum- 
ſtance, ought not, in my opinion, to have pre- 
vented their eulogies from being tried on the teſt 
of facts. If their panegyric had been anſwered 
with an invective (bating the difference in point of 
eloquence) the one would have been as good as the 
bother: that is, they would both of them have 
been good for nothing. The rns and the 
| ſatire n to be Meer you to trial; ; a . 


„„ 
which rinks from it, muſt be contented to | fand 
at beſt as a mere declamation. | 

| Edo not think Mr. Burke was wrong in the 
courſe he took. That which ſeemed to be recom- 

mended to him by Mr. Pitt, was rather to extol 
the Engliſh conſtitution, than to attack the French. 
I do not determine what would be beſt for Mr.- 
Pitt to do in his ſituation. I do not deny that he 
may have good reaſons for his reſerve. | Perhaps 

might have been as good for a fimilar reſerve 

on the part of Mr. Fox, if his zeal had ſuffered 
him to liſten to them. But there were no motives 
of miniſterial prudence, or of that-prudence which 
ought to guide a man perhaps onthe eve of being 
miniſter, to reſtrain the author of the Reflections. 
He 1s in no office under the crown ; he is not the 
oe ur any pez. 
Ihe excellencies of the Britiſh ee had 
already exerciſed and exhauſted the talents of the 
beſt thinkers, and the moſt eloquent writers and 
ſpeakers, that the world ever ſaw. But in the pre- 
ſent caſe, a ſyſtem declared to be far better, and 

which certainly is much newer (to reſtleſs and un- 
ſtable minds no ſmall recommendation) was held 
out to the admiration of the good people of Eng- 
land. In that caſe, it was ſurely proper for thoſe, 
who had far other thoughts of the French conſtitu- 
tion, to ſerutinize that plan which has been recom- 
mended to our imitation by active and zealous fac- 
tions, at home and abroad. Our complexion is 
ſuch that we are palled with enjoyment, and ſtimu- 
| lated with hope; that we become lefs ſenſible to 
A long · poffeſſed 'benefit, from the very cireum- 
ſtance that it is become habitual. Specious, un-. 
tried, ambiguous proſpects of new advantage re- 
commend themſelves to the ſpirit of adventure, 
which more or leſs prevails in every mind. From 
oe temper, men, and faction, and nations too, 


have 


%* 
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- bare ada the good, of which, they had 650 
in aſſured poſſeſſion, in favour of wild and irrational 


expectations. What ſhould hinder Mr. Burke, if 


to prevail in our country, from expoſing to a mul- 


titude, eager to game, the falſe calculations of lis 
lottery of fraud? | 

| 3 — ny 2 cart gy oy ly" which 1 

$1 come from a general zeal for liberty. This is to 
. be indulged, and even to be encouraged, as long- 55 
as the gugſtion is g eneral. An orator, above all men, 


ought to be ls. the full and free uſe of the 
praiſe of liberty. A common place in favour of 
ſlavery and tyranny delivered to a — — aſſembly, 
would indeed be a bold defiance to all. the princi, 


ples of rhetoric. But in a. queſtion whether any 


particular conſtitution is or is not a plan of ra- 


: tional. liberty, this kind- of rhetorical pm in 


fayour of. freedom in general, is ſurely a little out 


of its place. It is virtually a begging of the q ueſ⸗· Hh 
tion. It is a ſong. of triumph, before the — 15 


But Mr. Fox does not make the panegyric 


5 « the new conſtitution; it is the deſtruction only 
: <« of the 


abſolute monarchy hecommends. When 
that nameleſs thing which has been lately ſet up in 
France — ated as the moſt ſtupendous and 

glorious edifice of liberty, which had Denen 


. < ed on the toundatiqn of; human integrity in any 

e time or country,! it might at firſt, have 74 | 
heazer into an opinion, that the conſtruction of 
the new fabric was an obj ect of admiration, as 
Well as the demolition. of —— old. The g cntle- 


however, has. explained, himſelf; + i bs U It. 


E be too like that => BE 20s Leaving Je ua 


he thought this temper likely, at one time or other, | 


— 


| public 


| actions. His mind is made to better thin 


. iy) 


which, by the courteſy of France, they call F eon. 

ſcitution. I Laſily believe it. Far from metiting | 

oy raiſes of a great genius like Mr. Fox; it can. 
approved by any man of commoirſene, ort 


e information. He cannot admirethe chan 
of one piece bf barbariſm fot another, and a worſe. 


He cannot rejeice at the deſtructien of a monar- 
chy, nilligated by manners, reſpectful to laws and 


uſages, and attentive, perhaps but too attentive, to 
dpinion, is favour of i the tyranny of a licens 
tious, ferocious, and ſavage multitude, without laws, 
manners, or morals; and which ſo far from reſpect- 
ing the general Tenfe of mankind, inſolently endea- 
yours to alter all the principles and opinions, which 
have hithetts guided and contained the world, and 
to force them into a conformity to their- views and 


88. 
That a man ſhonld rejoice and triumph in dhe 


deſtruction ef an abfolute monarchy ; that in ſueh 
an event he ſhould overlook the captivity, diſ- 


grace, and degradation of àn unfoftunate ice, 
and the continual danger to & life which exiſts only 
to beendangered; that he ſhould overlook the utter 


ruinof whole orders and claſſes of inen, extendingit- 
ſellf directly, or in its neareſt confequences, toat Teaſt | 


a million of our kind, and to at leaſt the tempor 
wrechedneſs of an whole community, I do not de- 


ny to de in ſome ſort natural: Becauſe, when people 


ſee a political object, which they ardently deſire, but 


in one point of view, they are apt extremely to pal- 
late, or underrate the evils which may ariſe in ob- 


taining it. This is no reflection on the 0 Beere 


| «> SEK perſons. N 1 Lam the 


When 9 come to reflect Rn N 


| = the rantaRtion, they will think themſelyes bound 
to examine what that object is that has been ac- 
quired by all this ME 1 mw will hardly affert 
8 


that 


| 2 | 1 8 3 : 5 e 
that the deſtruction of an abſolute- monarchy, i is 2 
thing good. in itſelf, without any ſort of reference to 
the antecedent. ſtate of things, or to conſequences 

which reſult fromthe.change; withoutany.confider- 

ation whether a COUNTS was, to a conſiderable de- 
gree, flouriſhing and populous, highly cultivated, 
and highly commercial; and whether, under that 
domination, though perſonal liberty had been pre- 
carious and inſecure, property at leaſt was ever vio- 
lated. They cannot take the moral ſympathies of 
the human EY along with them, in abſtractions 
' ſeparated from the good or evil condition of the 
ſtate, from the quality of actions, and the character 
of the actors. None of us love abſolute and un- 
controlled monarchy but we could not rejoice at 
the ſufferings. of a Marcus Aurelius, or a Trajan, 
who were abſolute monarchs, as we do when Nero 
is condemned by the ſenate to be puniſhed more 
najorum: Nor when that monſter. was obliged to 
fly with his wife Sporus, and to drink puddle, were 
men affected in the ſame manner, as when the ve-- 
nerable Galba, with all his faults and errors, was 
murdered by a revolted mercenary ſoldiery? With 
ſuch tkings before our eyes our feelings contradict 
our theories and when this is the caſe, the feel- 
ings are true, and the theory i is falſe. All I con- 
tend for is, that in commending the deſtruction of 
an abſolute monarchy, ll the circumſtances ought 
not to be wholly overlooked, as e et *. 
only for ſhallow. and ſuperficial minds. a. 
The ſubverſion. of a government, to Ade any. 
praiſe, mult be conſidered but as a ſtep preparatory; 
to the formation of ſomething better, either in the. 
' ſcheme of the government itſelf, or in the perſons. 
| who adminiſter in it, or in both. Thel events can 
not in reaſon be ſeparated. For inſtance, when we 
praiſe our revolution of 1688, though the nation, 


1 . . was on the defenſive, x ANAL was EN = 
in 
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10 el an the evils of a defenſive war;” we 5 
not reſt there. We always combine with the ſub- 


verſion of the old government the happy ſettlement 
which followed. When we eſtimate that revolu - 


tion, we mean to comprehend in our calculation 
both the value of the thing parted with, and the * 


"ny of the thing received in exchange. 


The burthen of proof lies heavily on thoſe. whs- 


tear to pieces the whole frame and contexture of 


their country, that they could find no other way 
of ſettling a government fit to obtain its rational 
ends, except that which they have purſued by means 
unfavourable to all the preſent happineſs of millions 
of people, and to the utter ruin of ſeveral hundreds 
of thouſands. In their political arrangements, men 
have no right to put the well-being of the preſent 


generation wholly out of the queſtion. - Perhaps 


the only moral truſt with any certainty in our 
hands, is the care of our own time. With regard 
to futurity, we are to treat it like a ward. We are 
not ſo to attempt an improvement of his fortune, as 
to put the capital of his eſtate to any hazart. 
It is not worth our whileto diſcuſs, like ſophiſters, 
whether, 1 in no caſe, ſome evil, for the ſake 2 ſme 5 
benefit is to be tolerated. N othing univerſal can 


be rationally affirmed 82 any moral, or any politi- 
cal ſubject. Pure metaphyſical abſtraction does not 


—— to theſe matters. The lines of morality are 


not like the ideal lines of mathematics. They are 


broad and deep as well as long. They admit af ex- 
eeptions 3 they demand modifications. Theſe ex- 
eeptions and modifications are not made by the 
Proceſs of logic, but by the rules of prudence. Pru- 

dence is not only the firſt in rank of the virtues poli- 
tical and moral, but ſne is the director, the regu- 
lator, the ſtandard of them all. Metaphyſics can- 
not live without definition ; but prudence is cau- 


tious how ſhe defines. Our courts cannot be more 
„ N ..,._ -  feariul 


» 
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| fearful in ſuffering fRitious caſes to be brought bs: 
fore them for eliciting their determinationona point 
of law, than prudent moraliſts are in putting ex- 
treme and hazardous caſes of conſcience: upon emer- 
| encies not exiſting. Without attempting there- 
ö 2 to define, what never can be deſined, the caſe 
of a revolution in government, this, I think, may 
be fafely affirmed, that a ſore and preſſing evil is to 
be removed, and that a good, great in its amount, 
and unequivocal in its nature, muſt be probable 

almoſt to certainty, before the ineſtimable price of 
our own morals, and the well-being of a number 
of our fellow- citizens, is paid for a revolution. If 
ever we oughtto be ceconomilts even to parfimony; 
it is in the voluntary production of evil. Every 
re ne contains in it ſomething of evil. | 
It muſt always be, to thoſe who are the greateſt | 
amiAtrürg, or even profeſſors of revolutions, a mat- 
ter very hard to prove, whether the late French 
government was ſo bad, that nothing worſe in the _ 
infinite devices of men, could come in its place. 
They who have brought France to its preſent eon- 
* ought to prove alſo, by ſomething better 
than en about the Baſtile,that their ſubverted 
government was as incapable, as the preſent cer- 
tainly is, of all improvement and correction How 
dare they to ſay ſowho have never made that expe- 
riment? They are experimentors by their trade. 

They have made an hundred 12 8 5 e more 
| hazagous. ONT 5 
2 © The-Engliſh admirers of the: ort 1ouſar 

epublica which form the French ederation, Were 
them not for what they are, but for what they are to 
become. They do not talk as politicians but as 
prophets. Be ; in whatever character they chooſe 
to found panegyric on prediction, it will be thought 
à little ſingular to praiſe any work, not for its own 
— but for the merits of ſomething elſe which 
| — 2 
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ay ſucceed to it. When any political inſtitution i is 


mlb of great and prominent faultsofeyery 


ind, and. in all its parts, it muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have ſomething excellent in_its fundamental prin- 
ciples. It muſt be ſhewn that it is right though | 


imperiect; that it is not only by poſſibility ſuſcep- 


tible of 1 improvement, but that it contains in it a 
principle. tending to its melioration. _ 
Before they attempt to ſhew this progreſſion of 


their favourite work, from abſolute pravityto finiſned 


perfection, they will find themſelves engaged in a 
civil war with tkoſe whoſe cauſe they maintain. 
What ! alter our ſublime conſtitution, the glory of 
France, the envy of the world, the pattern for man- 


kind, the maſter-piece. of legiſlation, the collected 
and concentratedglory ofthisenlightenedage! Have 


we not produced it ready made and ready armed, ma- 
ture in its birth, a perfect goddeſs of wiſdom and of | 


War, hammered by our blackſmith mid wives out of 
the brain of Jupiter himſelf? Have we not ſworn 


our devout, profane, believing, infidel people, to an 


allegiance to this goddeſs, even before ſhe had burſt 
the dura mater, and as yet exiſted only in embryo ? 
Have we not folemnly declared this conſtitution 
unalterable by any future legiſlature ? - Have we 


not bound it on poſterity for ever, though our 


abettors have declared that no one generation is 


competent to bind another? Have we not obliged 


the members of every future aſſembly to qualify 
_ themſelves, for their feats by ſwearing to its con- 
ſervation? T= 


Indeed the French conſtitution always muſt (if 


they do not change all their principles and funda- 
mental arrangements) be a government wholly by 
popular repreſentation. It muſt be this or nothing. 
The French faction conſiders as an uſurpation, as an 
atrocious violation of the indefeaſible rights of man, 
every e 9 of — Takei it 


Or 


* 


Comm 3; 


or leave it; there is no weden, Tat ide irrefra. 
gable doctors fight out their own controverſy in 
their own way, and with their own weapons; and 
when they are tired let them commence a treaty 
of peace. Let the plenipotentiary ſophiſters of Eng- 
land ſettle with the diplomatic ſophiſters of France 


in what manner right is to be corrected 


true by a due intermixture of falſhood. 


Having ſufficiently proved, that nothing could 
make it generally improper for Mr. Burke to prove 
what he had alledged concerning the object of this 
diſpute, I paſs to the ſecond queſtion, that is, whe- 
ther Mr. Burke was juſtified in chooſing the com- 
mittee on the Quebec bill as the field for this diſcuſ- 
ſion? If it were neceſſary, it might be ſhewn, that 
Mr. Burke was not the firſt to bring theſe diſcuſſions 
into parliament, nor the firſt to renew them in this 
the Quebec 
bill, they were introduced there for two plain rea- 
ſons; firſt, that as he thought it Shen not adviſeable 
to make the proceedings of the factious ſocieties 
the ſubject of a direct motion, he had no other way 
open to him. Nobody has attempted to ſhew, that 
it was at all admiſſible into any other buſineſs before 
the houſe. Here every thing was favourable. Here 
Vas a bill to form a new conftitution for a French 
province under Engliſh "dominion. The queſtion 
naturally aroſe, whether we ſhould ſettle that con. 
ſtitution upon Engliſh ideas, or upon French. 
This furniſhed an opportunity for examining into 
the value of the French conſtitution, either conſider- 
ed as applicable to colonial government, orinits on 
nature. The bill too was in a committee. 
privilege of ſpeaking as often as he pleaſed, hehoped 
of ſupport, 
apprehend. 
_ a "COMMUTE it was * in * Power to bring- 


ſeſſion. The fact is notorious. As to 


in ſome meaſure to ſupply the want 
which he had but too much reaſon to 


4 


by an infu- 
ſion of wrong, and how truth may be rendered more 


the queſtions s fre 
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clamation to diſcuſſion. Some benefit he actually 


found from this privilege. Theſe are plain, ob- 
vious, natural reaſons for his conduct. I believe 


they are the true, and the only true ones. 


— 


* 
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They who juſtify the frequent interruptions, which 
at length wholly diſabled him from proceeding, attri- 
bute their conduct to a very different interpretation 
of his motives. They ſay, that through corruption, or 
malice, or folly, he was acting his part in a plot to 

make his friend Mr. Fox paſs for a republican; and 
thereby to prevent the gracious intentions of his ſo- 
vereign from taking effect, which at that time hjad 
began to diſeloſe themſelves in his favour *. This 

| ECO Ro eel are Cr iS 

To explain this, it will be neceſſary to advert to a para- 
graph which appeared in a paper in the minority intereſt 

ome time before this debate. A very dark intrigue has 


lately been diſcovered, the authors of which are well known 


to us; but until the glorious day ſhall come, when it will 
© not be a LIBEL to tell the RUTH, we muſt not be ſo re- 
4 gardleſs of our own ſafety, as to publiſh their names. We 

will, however, ftate the fact, leaving it to the ingenuity of 


our readers to diſcover what we dare not publiſn. 


Since the buſineſs of the armament againſt Ruſſia has 


m generalities to facts? from de- 


been under diſcuſſion, a great perſonage has been heard to 


* ſay, that he was not ſo wedded to Mr. Pit r, as not to be 


very willing to give his confidence to Mr. Fox, if the latter 


* 


* ſhould be able, in acriſis like the preſent, to conduct the go- 


vernment of the country with greater advantage to the pub- 


5 lic.“ . 


This patriotie declaration immediately alammed the ſwarm 


of courtly inſects that live only in the ſunſhine of miniſterial 
* favour. It was thought to be the forerunner of the diſmiſ- 
e ſion of Mr. Pix r, and every engine was ſet at work for the 


purpaſe of preventing ſuch an event. The principle engine 


© employed on this occaſion, was caL un x Y. It Was Whiſ⸗ 


- 


« pered inthe ear of a great perſonage, that Mr. Fox was the 
« laſt man in England to be truſted by a x1nG, becauſe he 
„was by PRINCIPLE a REPUBLICAN, and conſequently an 

| * 22 5 


« enemy to MINT. 


In che diſeuſſion of the Quebec bill which flood foryeſter- 


day, it was the intention of ſome perſons to connect withthis 


« ſubject the French Revolution, in hopes that Mr. Fox would 


« fend 


he warmed by a colliſion with Mr. Burke, and induced tode- 


% 
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| is a pretty ſerious charge. This, on Mr. Burke's 
part, would be ſomething more than miſtake ; . 
ſomething: worſe. than formal irregularity. Any | 
contumely, any. outrage: is readily paſſed over, by 
the indulgence which we all owe to ſudden paſſion. 
Theſe things are ſoon. forgot upon occaſions. in 
which all men are ſo apt to forgef themſelves. De- 
| liberate injuries, to a degree muſt be remembered, 
| becauſe they require geliberate precautions to be 
ſecured againſt their retuyunnn. 


I am authorized to ſay for Mr. Burke, that he 
conſiders that cauſe aſſignęd for the outrage offered 
to him, as ten times watſe than the outrage itſelf. 
There is ſuch a ſtrange confuſion of ideas on this 
ſuhject, that it is far more difficult to underſtand 
the nature of the charge, than to refute it when 
underſtood. Mr. Fox's friends were, it ſeems, 


* - 


ſeized with a fudden panic terror leſt he ſhould 
Fa 5 V 8 x By [ot i nd os 1 


« fend- that revolution in which ſo much power was taken 
* from, and {o little left in, the crown. . 
Had Mr. Fox fallen into the ſnare; his ſpeech on ON oc- 
* cafion would have been laid before a great perſonage, as a 
<, proof thara man who could defengſuch arevolution, might 
bo a very goodrepublican, but could not poſſibly be a friend 
„)5ü dd ̃ e 


te monarchy...” -* e . 
But thoſe who laid the ſnare were diſappointed; for Mr, 
Fox, in the ſhort converfation which took place yeſterday in 
* the houſe of commons ſaid, that he confeſſed] y Had thought 
| © fayorably of the French revolution; but that moft certainly 
he never had, either in parliament or out of parliament, pro- 
« felled or defended republican principles. 
A OP > 7 TE s oO. 98 a: AM Argus, April zad, 1591. 7: > 
Mx. Burke cannot anfwet for the truth, nor prove the falſe- 
hood of the tory given bythe friends of the party in this paper. 
He only knows that an opinion of its being well or ill authen- 
 ficatedhad no influence on his conduct. Hemeant only, tothe _ 
heſt of his power, to guardthe public againſt the ill deſigns of 
factions out of dbors. What Mr. Burke did in parliament could | 
hardly have been intended to diaw Mr. Fox into any decla- | 
tions unfavourable to his principles, fince (by the account of 
_ thoſe who are his friends) he had long before effectually pre- 
vented the ſucceſs of any ſuch ſcandalous defign; they have 
| themſelves done away that imputation on Mr. Burke. . 
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paſs for a republican. I do not think they had any 
ground for this apprehenſion. But let us admit 
they had. What was there in the Quebec bill, ra- 
ther than in any other, which could ſubject him or 
them to that imputation? Nothing in a diſeuſſion 
of the French conſtitution, which might ariſe on 


the Quebec ' billy could tend to make Mr. Fox . 


pal for a republican ; except he ſhould take o- 
caſion to extol that ſtate of things in France, which 
affects to be à republic or a confederacy of re- 
publics. If ſuch an encomium could make any 


unfavourable impreſſion on the king's mind, ſurely - 


his voluntary panegyrics on that event, not ſo much 
introduced as intruded into other debates, with 
which they had little relation, muſt have produced . 
that effect with much more certainty, and much 
greater force. The Quebec bill, at worſt, was only 
one of thoſe opportunities, carefullyſought, and in-- 
duſtriouſſy improved byhimſelf. Mr. Sheridan had. 
already brought forth a panegyric on the French 
ſyſtem in a ſtill higher ſtrain, with full as little de- 
mand from the nature of the buſineſs before the 
houſe, in a ſpeech to good to be ſpeedily forgot. 
ten. Mr. Fox followed him without any direct eall 
from the ſubject matter, and upon the ſame ground. 
To canvas the merits. of the French conſtitution 
on the Quebec bill could not draw forth any opi- 
nions which were not brought forward before, with 
no ſmall oſtentation, and with very little of ne- 
ceſſity, or perhaps of propriety. What mode, or 
what time of diſcuſſing the conduct of the French 
faction in England would not equally tend to kindle 
this enthuſiaſm, and afford thoſe occaſions for pane- 
gyric, which, far from ſhunning, Mr. Fox has always 
induſtriouſly ſought? He himſelf ſaid very truly, in 
the debate, that no artifices were neceflary to draw 
from him his opinions upon that ſubject. But to 
fall upon Mr. Burke for making an uſe, at worſt 


not 


» 
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not more irregular, of the ſame liberty, - is tan 
tamount to a plain declaration, that the topic of 
France is rabooed or forbidden ground to Mr. Burke, 
and to Mr. Burke alone. - But ſurely Mr. Fox is 
not a republican; and what ſhould hinder him, 
when ſuch a diſcuſtion came on, from clearing him 
ſelf unequivocally (as his friends ſay he had done 
near a fortnight 3 of all ſuch imputations? 
Inſtead of k — a diſadvantage to him, he would 
have defeated all his enemies, and Mr. Burke, ſince 
he has thought Prager | to reckon him "_—_ 2 
them 5 
But it bene ſome Hown-phicry or Feth had im- : 
puted to him republican principles, on occaſion of 
his conduct upon the Quebec bill. Suppoſing Mr. 
Burke to have ſeen theſe news- papers (which is to 
ſuppoſe more than I believe to be true) I would aſæ, 
when did the news- papers forbearto charge Mr. Fox, 
or Mr. Burke himſelf, with republican principles, or 
any other principles which they thought could ren- 
der both of them odious, ſometimes to one deſcripti- 
onof people, ſometimes to another. Mr. Burke, ſince 
the publication of his pamphlet, has been a thouſand 
times charged in the news- papers with holding de- 
ſpotie principles. He could not enjoy one moment 
of domeſtie quiet, he could not perform the leaſt 
particle of public duty, if he did not altogether 
diſregard the language of thoſe libels. But how- 
ever his ſenſibility might be affected by ſuch abuſe, 
it would in him have been thought a moſt ridicu- 
lous reaſon for ſhutting up the mouths of Mr. Fox, 
or Mr. Sheridan, ſo as to prevent their delivering 
their ſentiments of the French revolution, —that 
forſooth, “ the news. papers had lately charged Mr. : 
9 Burke with being an enemy to liberty.” | 
I allow that thoſe gentlemen have privileges to 
which Mr. Burke has no claim. But their friends 
onght to Ping thoſe qrriieges ; and nat to aſſign bad 
: n. | 
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reaſons, on the principle of what is fair between 

man and man, and thereby to put themſelves on a 
level with thoſe who can fo eaſily refute them. Let 
them ſay at once that his reputation is of no value, 
and that he has no call to affert it; but that theirs 
is of infinite concern to the party and the public; 
and to that conſideration he ought to N alf ; 
his opinions, and all his feelings. 3 

In that language I ſhould hear a ſtyle corre- 
ſpondent to the proceeding; lofty, indeed, but plain 
and conſiſtent. Admit, however, for a moment, and 
merely for argument, that this gentleman had as 
good a right to continue as they had to begin theſe 
diſcuſſions, 1 in candour and equity they muſt allow 
that their voluntary « deſcant in praiſe of the French 
conſtitution was as much an oblique attack on Mr. 
Burke, as Mr. Burke's enquiry into the foundation 
of this encomium could poſſibly be conftrued into 
an imputation upon them. They well knew, that 
he felt like other men; and of. courſe he would 
think it mean and unworthy; to decline aſſerting in 
his place, and in the front of able adverſaries, the 
principles of what he had penned in his cloſet, 
without an opponent before him. They could not 
but be convinced, that declamations of this kind 
would rouze him; that he muſt think that coming 
from men of their calibre, they were highly mil- . 
chievous; that they gave countenance to bad men, 
and bad deſigns; and, though he was aware that the 
handling ſuch matters in parliament was delicate, 
yet he was a man very likely, whenever much againſt 
his will they were brought there, to reſolve that 
there they ſhould be thoroughly ſifted. Mr. Fox, 
early in the preceding ſeſſion, had public notice 
from Mr. Burke of the light in which he con- 
| fidered every attempt to introduce the example 
of France into the politics of this country ; and 
6 d. reſolution to break with his beſt friends, 
and 


p 


and to join with his worſt enemies to prevent it. He. 
hoped, 1 — no ſuch neceſſity would ever exiſt. But 
incaſe it ſhould, his determination was made. The 
party knew perfectly that he would at leaſt defend 
e He never intended to attack Mr. Fox, 
nor did he attack him directly or indirectly. . 
ſpeech kept to its matter. No perſonality was en. 
ployed even in the remoteſt alluhon. He never did 
impute to that gentleman any republican prinei- 
pPles, or any other bad principles or bad conduct 
whatſoever. It was far from his words; it Was far 
from his heart. It muſt be remembered, that not. 
withſtanding Mr. Fox, in order to fix on Mr. Burke 
an unjuſtifiablechangeof opinion, and thefoulcrime 
of teaching a ſet of maxims to a boy, and after. 
wards, when theſe. maxims became adult in his 
mature age, of abandoning both the diſciple and 
the doctrine, Mr. Burke never attempted, in any 
one particular, either to criminate or to recrimi- 
nate. It may be ſaid, that he had nothing of the 
kind in his power. This he does not controvert. 
He certainly had it not in his inclination. That | 
gentleman hadaslittle groundfor the changes which 
he was ſo eaſily provoked to make upon him. 
_  Thegentlemen of the party (I Six Mr. Fox) 
have -been kind enou 1 2 to * the diſpute 
brought on by this buſineſs, and their conſequent 
ſeparation of Mr. Burke 'from their corps, as a 
matter of regret and uneaſineſs. I cannot be of 
opinion, that by his excluſion they have had any 
loſs at all. A man whoſe. opinions are 1 very ad- 
vere to theirs, adverſe, as it was expreſſed, as 
<< pole to pole, ſo miſchievouſly as well as ſo di- 
rectly.adverſe, that they found themſelves under the 
neceſſity of ſolemnly diſclaiming them in full Paſt 
ment, lach a man muſt ever be to them a moſt un- 
leemly and unprofitable incumbrance. A go- opera- 


12 tion with him v only 1 ſerve to. embarraſs them i in 
; all 
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obliged to execute this wiſe and 
from a conſideration of ſome antlable: or ſome 
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all their councils. They have beſides publicly re. 
nted him as a man capable of abuſing the doci- 
lity and confidence of ingenuous youth; and, for a 


bad reaſon, or for no reaſon, of diſgracing his whole | 


public life by a ſcandalous contradiction of every 


one of his own acts, writings, and declarations. If 


theſe charges be true, their excluſion of ſuch a per- 


ſon from their 5 a circumſtance which does 


equal honour to their juſtice and their prudence. 
17 if they! expreſs a degree of and l in being 
e 


pleaſant qualities which in his private life their 


former friend may happen to poſſeſs, they add, to 
the praiſe of their wiſdom and firmneſs, the me- 
rit of great tenderneſs of 3 and pe or 
diſpoſition. = 


On their Me the new W nig party have. i in my 
opinion, acted as became them. The author of 


the Reflections, however, on his part, cannot, wit!- 
out great ſhame to himfelf, and without entailing 


everlaſting diſgrace on his poſterity, admit the trut 
or juſtice Je the charges which have been made up- 


on , or allow that he has in thoſe Reflections 
diſcovered any principles to which honeſt men are 
bound to declare, not a ſhade or two, of diſſent, 
but a total fundamental oppoſition. He muſt be- 
lieve, if he does not mean wilfully to abandon his 


cauſe and his reputation, that principles funda- 
mentally at variance with thoſe of his book, are 


fundamentally falſe. What thoſe principles, the 
antipodes to his, really are, he can only diſcover 


from that contrariety. He is very unwilling to 


ſuppoſe, that the doQrines of ſome books lately cir- 


culated are the principles of the party; though, - 


from the vehement declaration againſt his 7 
he is at ſome loſs how to judge otherwiſe. 
For the preſent, my plan does not render it ne- 


ceflary to 55 any 3 further TY the me- 


rits 
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its either of the one ſet of opinions or the other. 
The author would have diſeuſſed the merits of 
_— in his place,” but he was not; permitted to 
. 
I paſs to the next head of charge, Mr. Burke” $ 
inconſiſtency. It is certainly a great aggravation. of 
the fault of embracing falſe opinions, that in doing 
ſo, in his caſe; he is not ſuppoſed to fill up a 
void, but that he is guilty of a dereliction of opi - 
nions that are true and laudable. This is the great 
gilt of the charge againſt him. It is not ſo much 
that he is wrong in his book (that however is 
alledged alſo) as that he has therein belyed his 
whole life. I believe (if he could venture to va- 
lue himſelf upon any thing) it is on the virtue of 
conſiſtency that he would value himſelf the moſt. 
Strip him of this, and you leave him naked indeed. 
In the caſe of any man who had written ſome- 
thing, and ſpoken a great deal, upon very multifa- 
rious matter, during upwards of twenty-five years 
public ſervice, and in as great a variety of import 
ant events as perhaps have ever happened in the 
ſame number of years, it would appear a little hard, 
in order to charge ſuch a man with inconſiſtency, 
to ſee collected by his friend, a ſort of digeſt of 
his ſayings, even to ſuch as were merely ſportive 
and jocular. This digeſt, however, has been 
made, with equal pains and partiality, and without 
bringing out thoſe paſſages of his writings which 
might tend to ſhew with what reſtrictions any ex- 
preſſions, quoted from him, ought to have been 
underſtood. From a great ſtateſman he did not 
quite expect this mode of inquiſition. If it only 
appeared in the works of common pamphleteers, 
Mr. Burke might fafely truſt to his reputation. 
When thus urged, he ought, perhaps, to do alittle 
more. It thall be as little as poſlible, for I hope 
not much is wanting. Te be totally ſilent on his 
„ 2 charges 
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charges would. not be reſpectful to Mr. Fox., Ac- 

cuſations ſometimes derive a weight from the per- 
ſons who make them, to which they are not en- 
titled from their matter. 

He that thinks that the Britiſh<6nſtitution eight 
to conſiſt of the three members, of three very dit- 
ferent natures, of which it does actually conſiſt, and 
thinks it his duty to preſerve each of thoſe mem 
bers in its proper place, and with its proper pro- 
portion of power, mult (as each ſhall happen to be 
attacked) vindicate the three ſeveral parts on the 
ſeveral principles peculiarly belonging to them. He 
cannot aſſert the democratic part on the princi- 
ples on which monarchy i is ſupported ; nor can he 


ſupport monarchy on the principles of democracy; 
nor can he maintain ariſtocracy on the grounds 


of the. one or of the other, or of both. All theſe 
he muſt ſupport on grounds that are totally differ- 
ent, though practically they may be, and happily 
with us they are, broughtintoone harmonious body. 
A man could not be conſiſtent in defending ſuch 
various, and, at. firſt view, diſcordant parts of 2 
mixed ackiſtication;' without that ſort of inconfiſt- 


8 „ with which Mr. Burke ſtands charged. 


As any one of the great members of this conſtitu- 
tion happen to be endangered, he that is a friend to 
all of them chooſes and preſſes the topics oy: - 
for the ſupport of the part attacked, with all the 
ſtrength, the earneſtneſs, the vehemence, with all the 
power ofſtating, of argument, and of colouring, which 
he happens to poſſeſs, and which the caſe demands. 
He is not to embarraſs the minds of his hearers, or 
to encumber, or overlay his ſpeech, by bringing 
into view at once (as if he were reading an aca- 
demic lecture) all that may and ought, when a juſt 
occaſion preſents itſelf, to be ſaid in favour of he” 
other members. At that time they are out of the 


court; * is no queſtion concerning them. 
| 1 Wilſt 
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- Whilſt he . his defence on the part Where 
the attack is made, he preſumes, that for his re- 
gad to the juſt rights of all the reſt, he has cre- 

dit in every candid mind. He ought not to ap- 
prehend, that his raiſing. fences about popular 
privileges this day, will infer that he ought, on the 


| next, to concur with thoſe. ho would pull down 
* the throne: becauſe on the next he defends the 


* us, removes, for the moment, every o 


_ throne, it ought not to be ſuppoſed that he has 
abandoned the rights of the people. 

A man who, among various objects of hi iis quia 
regard, is ſecure of ſome, and full of gee 
the fate of others, is apt to go to much 

lengths in his preference of the objects of h 

mediate ſolicitude than Mr. Burke has ever erat 
A man ſo circumſtanced often ſeems to undervalue, 
to. vilify, almoſt to reprobate and diſown, thoſe 
that are out of danger. This is the voice of na- 
ture and truth, and not of inconſiſtency and falſe 
. Pretence. The danger of any thing very dear to 
r affec- 


tion from the mind. When Priam had his whole 


| thoughts employed on the body of his Hector, he 
Pais. with indignation, and drives from him with 
_ a, thouſand reproaches, his ſurviving ſons; wlig 


_ with an officious piety crouded upon him to offer 


their aſſiſtance. - A good critic. (there is no better 
than Mr. Fox) would fay, that this is a maſter- 


= ſtroke, and marks a deep underſtanding of nature 


in the father of poetry. He would delpiſe a on: 
lus,, who would conclude from this paſſage: tl 
Homer meant to repreſent this man of alfi dien as as 
. hating or being indifferent and cold in his affec- 
tions to the poor reliques of his houſe, or that he 
7 evocred: a dead carcaſe to his living children, 
Mr. Burke does not ſtand in need of an allowanee 
f of this kind, which, if he did, bycandid critics ought 
to be granted to him. If the principles of a mixed 
| conſtitution 


4 


nonfiction be ee deren to juſtify EE 
to conſiſtencꝝ everything he has ſaid and done during [| 
the courſe of à political life jaſt touching 10 its E | 
| cloſe, I believe that gentleman has kept him [+ 
ſelf more clear of running into the faſhion of wild Ez 
viſionary theories, or of ſceking popularity through; 1 
every means, that any man Pe erer ac in the | 
ſame fituation- 35 
Hle was the 66h mad * on the huſtings, a 4} 
popular election, rejected the authority of inſtruc- | 
„ 3 
has argu y againſt it. Perhaps the 1 
credit into which that doctrine of compulſive in- f {1 
ſtructions under our conſtitutian is ſince fallen, may — ml 
de due, ina great degree, to his oppoſing himſelf | + 
do it in that manner, and on that occaſion. | 1.1 
| The reforms in repreſentation, and the bills for „„ 
5 Horteaing eee ee be 
and ily oppoſed many years together, in 
colon to many of his beſt friends. Theſe 
friends, however, in his better days, when they had 
more to hope from his ſervice and more to fear 
from his loſs, than now they have, never choſe 
to find any inconſiſtency between his acts and ex- 
preſſions ih favour of liberty, and his votes on thoſe 
queſtions, But there is a time for all things. 
| - Againſt the opinion of many friends, even againſt 
: oy olicitation 1865 ſome of them, he oppoſed thoſe 
of the church clergy, who had petitioned the Houſe 
of Commons to be diſcharged from the ſubſcrip- 
. ton, Although he ſupported the diſſenters in their x 
5 for the indulgence which he had refuſed to 5 
the. clergy of the eſtabliſhed church; in this, as he 
was not guilty of it, ſo he was not zeproached wim 
inconſiſtency, At the ſame time he promoted, and 
_ againſt the wiſh of ſeveral; the clauſe that gave | 
or — ae ä * V 
9”, D Place ; 
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e ee ene e than tian avg; Neither 


2s that time was reproach of inconſiſtene o& brought 


againſt him. People could then diſtingu between 


2 a difference in conduct, under a — of cir- 


cumſtances, and an inconſiſtency in principle. It 


was not then thought * to be freed * bim | 


b as of an ineumbrance. 
Theſe inſtances, a few among many, are pro- 


duced as an anſwer to the inſinuation of his 
having purſued high popular courſes, which in 


his late book he has abandoned. Perhaps in his 


whole life he has never omitted a fair occaſion, with 
| whatever riſque to him of obloquy as an indivi- 


dual, with whatever detriment to his intereſt as a 


member of oppoſition, to aſſert the very ſame doc- 

trines which appear in that book. He told the 

loaſe, upon an important occaſion, and pretty early 
in his ſervice, that © being warned by the ill effect 


«of a -contrary procedure in great examples, he 
56 had taken his ideas of liberty very low; in order 


e that they ſhould ſtick to him, and that he might ä 


ſtick to them to the end of his life. þ 
At popular elections the moſt rigorous cafuiſts 
will remit a little of their ſeverity. They will 


| allowto.a candidate. ſome unqualified effuſions 
in favour of freedom, boat binding him to 


adhere to them in their utmoſt extent. But Mr. 


Burke put a more ſtrict aye upon himſelf than | 
moſt moraliſts would pu Ho others. At 
ol, where he was 


Bis firſt offerin + Ten vl to o Bri 
almoſt ſure he ſhould not obtain, on that or any oc- 


caſiòn, a ſingle Tory vote, (in fac he did obtain but 
one) and reſted wholly on the Whig intereſt, he 


| thought himſelf bound to tell to the electors, both 


25 ; | efore and after his election, exactiy what a ie 


. they had to expect in him. 
7298 * The di inguiſing * of our conſtitution (be 


cc "ur 


WW 


* 3 w TO 0 


| © ſald) is its liberty. To pteſerve that liberty in- 
Le violate, is the peculiar duty and proper truſt of a 
ec member of the houſe of commons. But the li- 


„F 


e them. It inheres in good and ſteady govern - 


ſelf attached, is not French liberty. That liberty 


which uphold and juſtify it. This will appear from 


Jo be a good member of parliament is; let me 


, c . Me. Bet 


« when there is ſo ſtrong a diſpoſition to run into 


<« vigour is abſolutely nececeſſary; but it is extreme- 


members for that great nation which, however, is 


43 


<< berty, the only liberty I mean, is a liberty con- | 
«© neQed with order, and that not only exiſts with : 
©. order and virtue, but cannot exiſt at all without ' | 


<< ment, as in it ſubſtance arid vital principle. ? 
The liberty to which Mr. Burke declared him- 


is nothing but the rein given to vice and confuſion. 
Mr. Burke was then, as he was at the writing of his 
Reflections, awfully impreſſed with the difficulties 
ariſing from the complex ſtate of our conſtitution 
and our empire, and that it might require, in dif- 
ferent emergencies different ſorts of exertions, and 
the ſucceſſive call upon all the various principles 


what he faid at the cloſe of the poll. 


< tell you, no eaſy taſk; eſpecially at this time, 


the perilous extrenies of /ervile- compliance, or 
% mild popularity. To unite circumſpection with 


« ly difficult, We are now members for a rich 
„% commercial city; this city, however, is but a part 
“of a rich commercial nation, the intereſts of which 
are various, multiform, and intricate. We are 


e itſelf but part of a great empire, extended by dur 
virtue and our fortune to the fartheſt limits of 
the eaſt and of the weſt. A theſe wide-ſpread 


s intereſts muſt be confidered z mult be comparedy, 8: 


< - muſt be reconciled, if poſſible. We are members 


for a free country; and ſurely we all know that 


* the-machine of à free conſtitution is no /imple 
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a 7 5 but as Intricate and 8 as f II 


6 whe be raid fl ber 2 PB. 

ce hey-one that Nats — wk wall 
< conferutted art — ompir's oe our conſtitution. 
«A conſtitution made up of ' balanced pow 


ers, muſt 
“ ever be a critical ching. As ſuch Anta n ock 
that part vf it which comes within my reach.” 

In this manner Mr. Burke ſpoke to his conſti- 
tuents ſeventeen years ago. He ſpoke, not like a 
partizan of one particular” member of 'vur conſti. 
tution, but as a perfon ſtrong ly, and on prin / 
attached to them all. He thought theſe great and 
eſſential members bought to be preſerved, and pre- 
ferved each in its ley and that the monarchy. 

t not only to be ſecured. in its peculiar ex- 
iftence, but in its pre- eminende too; as the preſid- 
ing and connecting principle of the whole. Let it 
be conſidered, whether the la a tr pe unge of his book, 
printed in 17905 differs en F n Bfiftol 
1 
With equal juſtice ks: opinions on the American” 
wit are introduced, as if in his late work he had 
belied his cünduct and opinions in the debates 
 whicharole upon that great event. On the Ameri- 
cum war he never had any opinions which he has ſeen 
occaſion to retract, or which he bas ever retracted. 
Fe indeed differs efſentially from Mr. Fox as to the 
cauſe of that war. Mr. Fox has been pleaſed to fay, 
that the Americans rebelled, < bene they thought 
they had not enjoyed liberty enough.“ This cauſe 
of che war from him Thave heard of for the firſt time. 
It is true that thoſe who ſtimulated the nation to 
that meaſure, did frequently urge this topic em 46 
contended, that the Americans had from the | 
| * aimed at * pe SANT; that from the begin- 


ning 


* 
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the crown, and to break their connection with 
the parent country. This Mr. Burke never believed. 
When he moved his ſecond conciliatorypropofition 
in the year 1776, he entered into the diſeuſſion of 


this point at very great length; and from nine {e- 
veral heads of preſumption, endeayoured to prove | 
the charge upon that, pepple not to be true. 


I the principles of all he has jaid and wrote on 
che occaſion, be viewed with common temper, the 


gentlemen of the party will perceive, that on a 


ſuppoſition that the Americans had rebelled mere- 
ly in order to enlarge their bberty, Mr. Burke 


2 would haye thought Very differently of the Ame- 


rican cauſe: What might have been in the ſecret 


choughts of ſome of Their leaders it is impoſlible to 
ay. As far a8 a man, ſo locked up as Dr. Franklin, 


could be expected to communicate his ideas, I be- 
lieve he opened them to Mr. Burke. It was, Ithink, 


the very day before he ſet out for America, that a 


very long converſation paſſed between them, and 


with a greater ain of openneſs on the Doctor's 
ſide, than Mr. Burke had obſerved in him before. 
In this diſcourſe Dr. Franklin lamented, and with 
apparent ſincerity, the ſeparation which he feared 


wag!inevitable between Great Britain and her colo- 
nies. He certainly ſpoke of it as an event which 
gave; him the, greateſt concern. America, he ſaid, 


would gever again ſee ſuch happy days as ſhe had 
paſſed under the protectionof England. He obſerved, | 
chat ours Was the only inſtance of a great empire, in 
which che moſt diſtant parts and members had been 
as, Well governed as the metropolis and its vicinage: 
But that the Americans were going to loſe the means 
vhich ſecured to them this rare and precious advan- 
tage, The queſtion with them was nat whether they 
were to remain as they had been before the troubles, 


| enen allowed 1 could not "PMI be; 


but 


J: 


ping they meant wholly to throw off the authority 
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but whether they were to give up ſo happy a fituas 
tion without a ſtruggle? Mr. Burke had ſeveral other 
converſations with him about that'time, in none of 
which, ſoured and exaſperated as his mind certain- 
ly was, did he diſcover any other wiſh in favour of 
America than for a ſecurity to its ancient condition. 
Mr. Burke's converſation with other Americans was 
large indeed, and his enquiries extenſiveanddiligent. 
Truſting to the reſult of all theſe means of informa- 
tion, but truſting much more in the public preſump- 
tive indications have juſt referred to, and to the re- 
iterated ſolemn declarations of their aſſemblies, he 
always firmly believed that they were purely of the 
defenſive in Ae rebellion. He conſidered the Ame 
ricans as ſtand n Gr that time, and in that contro 
2 in the relation to England, as England 
did to king James the Second, in 1688. He believ- 
ed, that they had taken up arms from one motive 
only.; ; that is our attempting to tax them without 
their conſent; to tax them for the purpoſes of main 
taining civil and military eſtabliſhments. If this at- 
tempt of ours could — been practieally eſtabliſſi. 
ed, he thought with them, that their aſſemblies 
would become totally uſeleſs; that under the fyſ- 
tem of policy which was then purſued, the Ame- 
ricans could have no ſort of ſecurity for their 
laws or" liberties, -or for any part of them; 
and, that the very cireumſtance of our free. 
honey. would have augmented the wei 1 'of hein 
Cons idering the cnentcins on that e foot. 
ing,” he thought Great Britain ought inſtantly o 
hw cloſed with them by the repeal of the t: 
act. He was of opinion that our general rights 
over that country would have been preſerved by 
this amely conceſſion 5. 85 When, inſtead of _ 


"See + his proc opAmericunaaton the 1 April, 45 | 
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a Boſton port bill, a Maſſachuſet's charter bill, 
a Fiſhery bill, an Intercourſe bill, I know not 
how many hoſtile bills ruſhed. out like ſo many 
tempeſts from all points of the compaſs, and were 
accompanied firſt with great fleets and armies 
of Engliſh, and followed afterwards with great 


bodies of foreign troops, he thought that their 5 | 


cauſe grew daily better, becauſe daily more defen- 
_ tive; and that ours, becauſe daily more offenſive, 
grew daily worſe. He therefore in two motions, . 


in two ſucceſſive years, propoſed in parliament 


many conceſſions beyond what he had reaſon to 
thinkin the beginning of the ee would over; 
be ſeriouſly. demanded. 712 

So circumſtanced, he e never r, ak | 
never did wiſh the coloniſts. to be. ſubdued: by 

arms. He was fully perſuaded, that if ſuch ſhould 
be the event, they muſt be held in that ſubdued 
ſtate by a great body of ſtanding forces, and per- 
haps foreign forces. He was ſtrongly of opinion, 
that ſuch armies, firſt victorious over \ He" — 
in a conflict for Engliſh conſtitutional rights and 
privileges, and — habituated (though in 
America) to keep an Engliſn people in à ſtate 
of abject ſubjection, would prove fatal in the end 
to the liberties of England itſelf; that in the mean 
time this military ſyſtem would lie as an oppreſſive 
burthen upon the national finances; that it would 
conſtantly breed and feed new diſcuſſions, full of 
heat and acrimony, leading poſſibly to a new ſeries 
of wars; and that foreign powers, whilſt we con- 
tinued in-a- ſtate at once burthened and diſtracted, 
muſt at length obtain a decided ſuperiority over us. 
On what part of his late publication, or on what 
expreſſion that might have eſcaped him in that 

work, is any man authorized to charge Mr. Burke 
with a contradiction to the line of Tis conduct, 


ang to the current of his eee on the American 
war! 
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war? The pamphlet i is in the hands of / hisneuſers, 
let them point out the paſſage if they can. 
Indeed, the author has been wellfifted and ſeru- 
tinized by Kis friends. He is! even ealled to an 
account for every jocular and li elit expreſſſon- A 


tedicrous picture which he Abe with regard to 
1 paſſage inthe ſpesch of a late miniſter, has 
been brought up againſt him. That paſſage con. 
tained a lamentation for tlie loſs of monarehy to thy. 


Amerirans, after they Had ſeparated from Great 
Britain. He thought it to de unſeaſonahle, ill 
| Fed; und ill ſorted with the cireomſtanees of all 
' the — Mr. Burke, it ſeems; conſidered *t 


ridiculous to lament the 1015 of ſome monareh or 
arher, ton rebel people; at the moment they had 
fot ever quitted their allegiance to theirs und dur 


loberelgn; at the time wen they had broken off 


Alt cofitietion wich this natſon, and had allied them- 


felves' with its enemies, He certainly muſt have 


i open to ridicole : and; now that! it is 


recalled 16 His memory, (he had, I befleve, whol- 
M forgötten the virtumſtance) he recollects that he 
dig: treat it with ſome levi 2 But is it a fair infe- 
renee from a jeſt-gn this unſe 

that he was then un enemy to monarchy either in 
is or in any other tountry ? The contrary” per. 
haps dught to be inferred, if any thing at all can 
| be 'argued from pleafantries g do 2 It is for 
this reaſon, or for any thing he has ſaid or dene re- 
lative to che American War, that he is to enter 
into an alliance offenſive and defenſive with every 


rebellion; in every country, under every circum. 
ſtance, and raiſed upon whatever pretence? Is it 


beenuile he did not with the Americans to he ſub- 


dued wh arms, that he muſt be incenſiſtent with 
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cities in England; who alledging no one a& of ty. 
ranny or oppreſſion, and complaining of no hoſtile 
attempt againſt-our ancient laws, rights, and uſages, 
are nowendeavouring to work the deſtruction of the 
crown of this kingdom, and the whole of its conſti 
tution? Is he obliged, from the conceſſions he wi 
to be made to-the:colonies, o keep any terms with , 
thoſe clubs and federations, who hold out to us as 
a pattern for imitation, the x proceedings in France, 
in which a king, who had voluntarily and formally 
diveſted himſelf of the right of taxation, and-of all 
other ſpecies of arbitrary power, has been dethroned! 
Alls it becauſe Mr. Burke wiſhed to have America ra- 
ther conciliated than vanquiſhed; that he muſt with 
well to the army of republies which are ſet up in 
France; a country wherein not the people, but the 
monarch was wholly on the defenſive (apoor, indeed. 
and feeble defenſive) to preſerve. ſome fragments of 
the royal authority againſt a determined and deſpe- 
rate body of conſpirators, whoſe object it was, with 
whatever certainty of crimes, with whatever:hazard 
of war and every other ſpecies of calamity, to anni» 
Hilate the whole of that authority; to level a ranks, 
orders; and diſtinctions in the ſtate; and utterly to 
deſtroy property, not ate by their acts dati in 
s their principles? 
Mr. Burke has bers 4110 marked with. an ins 
conſiſtency between his late writings and his former 
conduct, becauſe he had propoſed in parliament! ſc- 
veral conomical; leading to ſeveral conſtitutional 
reforms: Mr. Burke thought, with a majority of 
the Houſe of Commons, that the influence of the 
crown at one time was too great; but after his Ma-. 
jeſty had by a gracious meſſage, and ſeveral ſubſe- 
quent acts of parliament, reduced it to a ſtandard 
Which ſatisfied Mr. Fox himſelf, and, apparently at 
leaſt, contented who ever wiſſied to go fartheſt in that 
reduRion, is Mr. Burke to allowthat it would beright 
WE 
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for us to proceed to indefinite lengths upon that ſub- 
ject? that it would therefore be jultifiable in a 
oving allegiance to a monarchy, and profeſſing 
maintain it, not to reduce, but whollyto rale awayall 
prerogative, and al influence whatſoever! Akuſl his 
having made, in virtue of a plan of ceconomical res 
gulation, a reduction of the —— of the crowd, 
that it would be right in the French or in us to bring 
a king to fo abject᷑ a ſtate, as in function not to be 
ſo reſpectable as an under ſheriff, but in perſon. not 
to differ from the condition of a mere priſoner? 
One would think that ſuch a thing as a medium had 
never been heard af in the moral world. 

This mode of arguing from your Hides dane 
any thing in a certain line, to the neceſſity of do- 
ing every thing, has 3 conſequences of other 
moment than thoſe of a logical fallacy. If no man 
can propoſe any diminution or modification of an 
invidious or dangerous power or influence i in 84. 
vernment, without entitling friends turnedin 7 
verſaries, to argue him into the deſtruction pry 
prerogative, and to a ſpoliation of the whole. pa- 
tronage of royalty, I do not know what can more 
effectually deter perſons of ſober minds from en- 
gaging in any reform; nor how the worſt ene- 
mies to the liberty of the ſubject cauld contrive 
any method more fit to bring all correctives on the 
* of the crown into ſuſpicion and diſrepate 

Ik, ſay his accuſers, the dread of too great in- 
ſhuence in-the crown of Great Britain could juſtity 
the degree of reform which he adopted, the — 
of a return under the deſpotiſm of a monarchy 
might juſtify the people of France in going much 

fen, and reducing monarchy to its preſent 
nothing. Mr. Burke does not allow, that a ſuf - 
ficient argument ad hominem is inferable from thoſe 
premiſes. If the horror of the exceſſes of an ab- 


| ſolute — furniſhes. a reaſon” for _ 
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ing it, no monarchy once abſolute (all have been 
ſo at one period or other) could ever be limited. It 
muſt be deſtroyed; otherwiſe no way could be found 
to quiet "the fears of thoſe who were formerly ſub- 
jected to that ſway. But the principle of Mr, Burke's 
proceeding ought to lead him to a very different 
concluſion to this, concluſion, —that a monar- 
chy is a thing rfecti ly ſuſceptible of reform ; per- 
fectly faſcepütle of a balance of power; and that, 
whe reformed and balanced, for a great country, 
it is the beſt of all governments. The example of 
our country might have led France, as it has led 
him, to perceive that monarchy is not only recon- 
cilable to liberty, but that it may be rendered 2 
reat and ſtable oy to its perpetual enjoyment. 
o correctives which he propoſed to the power of 
the crown could lead him to approve of a plan of 
a republic (if ſoit may be reputed) which hasgno 
correctives, and which he believes to be incapable 
of admitting any. No principle of Mr. Burke's 


conduct or writings obliged him, from conſiſtency, 


to become an advocate for an exchange of miſchiefs; 
no rinciple of his could compel him to juſtify the 
ſetting up in the place of a mitigated monarchy, a 
new and far more deſpotic power, under which | 
there js no trace of liberty, except what appears 
in confuſion and in crime. | 

Mr. Burke does not admit that the faQtion predo- 
minant in France have aboliſhed their monarchy 
and the orders of their ſtate, from any dread of ar- 


bitrary power that 3 heavy on the minds of the 


people, It is not very long ſince he has been in 
that country. Whilſt there he converſed with many 
deſcriptions of its inhabitants. A few perſons of 


rank did, he allows, diſcover ſtrong and manifeſt 
tokens of ſuch a ſpirit of liberty, as might be ex- 


pected one day to break all bounds. Such gentle- 
men * ſince had more reaſons to repent of their 
want 
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want of foreſight than I hope any of the fame claſs 


Will ever have in this country. But this ſpirit was 


. 
— 


narch poſſeſſed of ſuch 
They had felt nothing from Lettres de Cacbet. The 


far ſrom general even amongſt the gentlemen. As 


to the lower orders and thoſe a little above them, 


in whoſe name the preſent powers domineer, they 


were far from diſcovering any ſort of diſſatisfaction 


with the power and prerogatives of the crown. 

That vain people were rather proud of them: they 

rather deſpiſed the Engliſh for not having a mo- 
dich and perfect authority. 


Balle could inſpire no horrors into them. This 
Was a treat for their betters. It was by art and 
Impulſe; it was by the ſiniſter uſe made of à ſea- 
fon of ſcarcity ; it was under an infinitely diverſifi- | 
ed ſucceſſion of wicked pretences, wholly forcign to 


the queſtion of monarchy or ariſtocracy, that this 
Jght Þ people were inſpired with their preſent ſpirit 


evelling. Their old vanity was led by art to take 


another + It was dazzled and Tedd We: 
| Htary. liveries, cockades, and epaulets, che 
French populace was led to become the willin 
but ſtill che proud and thoughtleſs inſtrument and 
Victim of another tyranny, Neither did that peo- 


ple deſpiſe, or hate, or fear, their nobility. On the 
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contrary, they valued themſelves on the generous 
qualities which Gltingutſhed the chiefs, of. their 


nation * 


So far as to the attack on Me. Burke, in conſe 
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tates with any rational plan of free government. Te 


is ſomething extraordinary, that they whoſe me- 


mories have ſo well ſerved them with regard to light- 
and ladicrous expreſſions which years had tonſfign- 
ed to oblivion, ſhould-not have been able to quote 


a ſingle paſſage in a piece fo lately publiſhed, which 


contraditts: any thing he has formerly ever ſaid in a 
ſtyle either ludicrous: or ſerious. - They quote his 

former ſpeeches, and his former votes, but not one 
ſyllable from the book. It is only by a collation 
of the one with the other that the alledged incon- 
ſiſtency can be eſtabliſhed.” But as they are unable 
to eite 8 ſuch contradictory paſſage, ſo neither 
can they ſhew any thing in the general tendency 
and ſpirit of the whole work unfavourable to a ra- 
tional and generous ſpirit of liberty ; unleſs a warm 


oppoſition to the ſpirit of levelling, to the ſpirit of 


impiety, to the ſpirit of proſcription, plunder, mur- 
der, and cannibaliſm, be adverſe to 5 true 
ciples of freedom. 

The author of that book is ; ſuppoſes: to have paſſ- 


ed from extreme to extreme; but he has always 
kept himſelf in a medium. This charge is not ſo 


wonderful. It is in the nature of things, that they 
who are in the centre of a circle ſhould appear 
directly oppoſed to thoſe who view them from any 
part of the circumſtance. | In that middle point, 


however, he will ſtill remain, though he may hear 


people who themſelves run beyond Aurora and the 
Ganges, ay out, that he 1 is at the pans of the 


In the ſame debate Mr. Burke was revifelained 
28 arguing in a manner which implied that the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution could not be defended, but by abu- 


fing all republics ancient and modern. He faid no- 
thing to give the leaſt ground for ſuch a cenſure.— 


He never abuſed all republics. He has never pro- 


. himſelf a friend or an enemy to republics or 
to 


1 
monarchies i in the abſtenct, W 


circumſtances and habits of every country, "mhich] it 


is always perilous and productive of the greateſt cala- 
mities to force, are to decide upon the form of its 
government. There is nothing in his nature, his 


— 


temper, or his faculties, which ſhould make him an 
enemy to any republic modern or antient. Far from 
it. He has ſtudied the form and ſpirit of W 


very early in life; he has ſtudied them with 
attention; and with a mind undiſturbed by affeai 


or prejudice. He is indeed convinced that the i= 
ence; of government would de poorly cultivated 
without that ſtudy. But the reſult. in his mind 


from that inveſtigation has been, and is, that nei- 
cher England nor France, without infinite detriment 


to them, as well in the event as in the experiment, 
could be brought into a republican form; but that 
every thing republican which can be introduced 


uith ſafety into either of them, muſt be built upon 


à monarchy ; built upon a real, not a nominal mo- 


narchy, af its eſential*bajic ; that all ſuch. inſtitu- 
| tions, whether ariſtocratic or democratic, mult ori- 


ginate from their crown, and in all their proceed- 
ings mult refer to it; that by the energy of that main 


ſpring alone thoſe republican parts muſt be ſet in ac- 


tion, and from thence mult derive their whole le- 
gal effect, (as amongſt us they actually do) or the 
Whole will fall into confuſion. Thele republican 


members have no other point but the n in 


which they can poflibly unite. 
This is tl:e opinion expreſſed in Mr. Butke's 8 


book. He has never varied in that opinion ſince 
he came to years of diſcretion. - But ſurely if, at 
anytime of his life he had entertained other notions, ; 
(which however he has never held or profeſſed to 
hold) the horrible-calamities brought upon a great 


people, by the wild attempt to force their count ry 


2 a ep, might be more than ſufficient to 


undeceive 
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_ friend with frailties, who is under the proſecution 


= „ 
undeceive his underſtanding, and to free it for ever 
from ſuch deſtructive fancies. / He is certain, that 
many, even in France, have been made ſick of their 


theories by their very ſucceſs in realizing them. 


To fortify the imputation of a deſertion from his 
principles, his conſtant attempts to reform abuſes, 
have been brought forward. It is true, it has been 
the buſineſs of his ſtrength to reform abuſes in 
government; and his laſt feeble efforts are em- 
ployed in a ſtruggle againſt them. Politically he 
has lived in that element; politically he will die 
in it. Before he departs, I will admit for him that 
he deſerves to have all his titles of merit brought 
forth, as they have been, for grounds of con- 
demnation, if one word, juſtifying or ſupporting 
abuſes of any ſort, is to be found in that book 
which has kindled ſo much indignation in the 
mind of a great man. On the contrary, it ſpares 
no exiſting abuſe. Its very purpoſe is to make 


War with abuſes; not, indeed, to make war with 
the dead, but with thoſe which live, and flouriſh, 
and reign. C He 


ment. are brought into view, forms a very ma- 


terial conſideration in the mode of treating them. - 


The complaints of a friend are things yery differ- 
ent from the invectives of an enemy. The charge 
of abuſes on the late monarchy of France, was 
not intended to lead to its eee but to 


juſtify its deſtruction. They who have raked into 


all hiſtory for the faults of kings, and who have ag- 
gravated every fault they have found, have acted 


conſiſtently; becauſe they acted as enemies. No 
man can be a friend to a tempered monarchy who 
bears a decided hatred to monarchy itſelf. He 


who, at the preſent time, is favourable, or even 
fair to that ſyſtem, muſt act towards it as towards 


. of 


— 


minate his and their-apologiſt, I cannot eafily di- 


1 
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ol l foes. I think it a duty in that caſe, 
not to inflame the public mind n the obnoxi. 
ous perſon, by any exaggeration of his faults. It is 
our duty rather to palliate his errors and defects, 
or to caſt them in the ſhade, and induſtriouſſy to 
bring forward any good qualities that he may hap- 
pen to poſſeſs. But when the man is to be amend- 
ed, and by amendment to be preſerved, then the 
line of duty takes another direction, When his 
ſafety is effectually provided for, it then becomes t 
office of a friend to urge his frauds and vices with al 
the energy of enlightened affection, to paint them 
in their moſt vivid colours, and to bring-the moral 

Y 5: nt to a better habit. Thus I think with regard 
to, individuals; ; thus I think with regard to ancient 
and reſpected governments and orders of men. A 
ſpirit of reformation is never more confiſtent with 
elf, than when i it ET: to be e the means 

* 8 that 3 is ſaid. Pow the theſs heads 

| of acculation. Ons more I had. nearly forgotten, 
but I ſhall ſoon diſpatch it. The author of the Re- 
flections, in the opening of the laſt parliament, en- 
tered on the Journals of the Houſe + Commons a 
motion for a remonſtrance toi the crown, which is 
ſubſtantially a defence of the preceding parlia- 
ment, that had been diſſolved under diſpleaſure. It 
s a defence of Mr. Fox. It is a defence of the 
Whigs. By what connection of arguement, by 
what aſſociation of ideas, this apology for Mr. Fox | 
and. his party is, by him and them, brought to cri- 


vine. It is true, that Mr. Burke received no previous 
encouragement from Mr. Fox, nor any the leaſt 
countenance or ſupport at the time hen the motion 
was made, from him or from any gentlemen of the 
party, one only excepted, from whoſe friendſhip, on 
1 on other occaſions, he derives an honour 


o 
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* 


F 

10 which he maſt be dull indeed to de inſenſidle =: . 
If that remonſtrance therefore was a falſe or feeble 
defence of the meaſures of the party, they were in 
no wiſe affected by i it. It ſtands on the Journals. 
This ſecures to'it a permanence whieh the author ' 

cannot expect to any other work of his. Let it 

for itſelf to the preſent age, and to all poſte- 

_ nity.” The party had no concern in it; and it can 
never be quoted againſt them. But in the late debate 
5 was produced, not to clear the party from an im- 

proper r defence in which they had no ſhare, but for 
ind purpoſe of inſinuating an inconſiſtency. be- 
1 the principles of Mr. Burke's defence of the 
diſſolved parliament, and thoſe on which he pro- 

5 en in his late Reflections on France. 

It requires greater ingenuity to make out ſuch a 
parallel between the two caſes, as to found a charge 
* inconfiſteney in the principles aſſumed in arguing 

the one and the other. What relation had Mr. 

Frs India bill to the conſtitution of France? 

What relation had that conſtitution to the queſtion 

of right, in an houſe of commons, to give or to 
wichkold its confidence from miniſters, and to ſtate 
that opinion to the crown? What had this diſcuſ- 
ſion to do with Mr. Burke's idea in 175, of the 
ill conſequences which muſt in the end ariſe to the 

crown from ſetting up the commons at large as an 
2 intereſt to the commons in parliament! . 
hat has this diſcuſſion to do with a recorded 

warning to the people, of their raſhly forming a 
precipitate judgment againſt their repreſentatives? 

What had Mr. Burke's opinion of the danger of in- 
troducing new theoretic language unknown to the 

records of: the kingdom, and calculated to excite | 
e „ into a F proceed- = 
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" Ing; to do with the French aſſembly, which deſies all 
precedent, and places its whole glory in realizing 
what had been thought the moſt viſionary theories? 
What had this in common with the abolition of the 
French monarchy, or with the principles upon which 
the Engliſh revolution was juſtified? a revolution in 
which parliament, in all its acts and all its decla- 
rations, religioufly adheres to the form of ſound 
words, without excluding from private diſcuſſions, 
ſuch terms of art as may ſerve to conduct an inquiry 
for which none but private perſons are reſponſible ? 
Theſe were the topics of Mr. Burke's propoſed re- 
monſtrance; all = which topics ſuppole the exiſt- 
_ ence and mutual relation of our three eſtates; as 

well as the relation of the Eaſt India Company to 
the crown, to parliament, and to the peculiar laws, 
rights, and uſages of the people of Hindoſtan? What 

Ke tb hoy 1 ſay, had theſe topics to the conſtitution 
of France, in which there is no king, no. lords, 
no commons, no India company to injure on ſup- 
port, no Indian empire to govern or oppreſs? What 
relation had all or any of theſe, or any queſtion 
which could ariſe: between the prerogatives of the 
crown and the privileges of- parliament, with the 
"cenſure of thoſę factipus perſons i in Great Britain, 
whom Mr. Burke ſtated to be engaged, not in 
favour of privilege againſt prerogative, or of pre- 
rogative againſt privilege, but in an open Mn 
againſt qur grown and our parliament 3 againſt 
our conſtitution in church and ſtate; again all the 
\ eu and v7 orders which compoſe: the one and the 
her?: 

No 3 were more fiercely active 8 
Mr. Fox, and againſt the meaſures of the houſe of 
commons diſſolved in 1784, which Mr. Burke de; 
fends in that remonſtrance, than ſeveral of thoſe re · 

eee whom Mr. * nord eng 175 
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in his an and in his bock. Theſe revo- 


lutioniſts indeed may be well thought to varyin their 
conduct. He is, however, far from accuſing them, 

in this variation, of the ſmalleſt degree of inconſiſt- 
ency. He is perſuaded, that they are totally indif- 


ferent at which end they begin the demolition of the 


conſtitution.— Some are for commeneing their ope- 


rations with the deſtruction of the civil powers, in 
order the better to pull down the eccleſiaſtical ; : 


ſome wilh to begin with the eccleſiaſtical, in order | 


to facilitate the ruin of the civil; ſome would de- 


ſtroy the houſe of commons through the creun; 
ſome the crown through the houfe of commons ; 
and ſame would overturn both theone and the other 


through what they call the people. But I believe 


that this injured writer will think it not at all in- 
conſiſtent with his preſent duty, or with his former 
life, ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe all the various partizans 
of deſtruction, let them begin where, or when, or 
how they will. No man would ſet his face more 
determinedly againſt thoſe who ſhould attempt to 


deprive them, or any deſcription of men, of the 


rights they poſſeſs. No man would be more 
ſteady in preventing them from abuſing thoſe rights 
do the deſtruction of that happy order undet Which 
they enjoy them. As to their title ta any thing 
further, 1. ought to be grounded on the proof they 
give of the faety 
in their hands; When they attempt without difguiſe, 
-Not to win it from: our affections, but tg force it from 
our fears, they ſnew, in the character of their means 
of obtaining it, the uſe they would make of their do- 
minion. That writer ! is tao well read in men, not to 
know how often the deſire and deſign of a tyrannic 


ety with which power may be truſted 


domination lurks in the claim of an extravagant 


liberty. Perhaps in the beginning it alays diſplays 
 Iſeif i in ny manner. No man 5 ever ee 
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 poyjer. hich he did fot hope from the ferour 65 the 
exiſting government, in any Fecher i ge 
he attacks on the 01 's. cbaſi! de relative 
TAnce, are (however grievous they may be to his 
15 ings) i in a great degree external to him and to us, 
and c Par atiyel of little HOPE to. the ople 
| of En gd; he tybltangial ch charge upon him 18 
f See bis doctrines relative to oe, evolution: 
of 1688 1 te ro pry has that. Pig who ak in the 


Ia of of 17 thoug The þ proper. to cen. 
the il. V 0 Wit the : greatelt 

En fall 12 95 and, if they are right in 
Te ft ficient jadgment in dhelr ſelec, 


ON. 1 ey in this int. he is equally 
— cable, dong, Eis conſiſtent or not. If he 
endeavours 1 to delude his countrymen by a falſe re. 
| A of the- Jpirit of that leading event, and 


the true nature = tenure. o of the. Lovernment 


5 ee in conſequence of it, he is deeply reſpon 


ez he is an enemy to the free conſtitutiqn of 
Kingd om. But he is not guilty in any ſenſe. 
15 maintain that in his Reflections he has Nated the 
Revolution and the ſettlement : upon their true prin: 

| ciples of legal reaſon and conſtitutional policy.” | 
His authorities are the acts and declarations of 
EIN Ben. in their proper words. So far 
2 . can be added to what. he has 
Darn The: queſt delle d is, Whether he has under: 

oof themr, ED 


1 1 . ink they ſpeak plain e noug Th. 
But we muſt fee whett er he A ry with otter 
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be defended. on i party grounds too ; or his cauſe. is 


it to PEP : - 


not ſo tenable as 1 wah it to appear. Tr mult be 


made out for him, not Sul, that 1h his conſtructiog 


of theſe public 7 acts &s and monuments he conforms 


himfelf't to the rules of fair, legal; and logical inter- 


pretation; but it muſt be proved that his con- 
ſtruction EF in erfe Karan with that of the 


pap 


8 Whigs, ; to whom, againſt the ſentence *of 
nE 


e modern, on his. part, I here apps 


This Fly, It will be twenty i be * ſince he 


became connected with a man whoſe memory will 


erer be. precious to Engliſhmen of all parties, as 


long as the ideas of honor and virtue, ublic and 
private are underſtood and cherithed in this nation. 


That memory will be kept alive with particular 


veneration by all rational and honorable Whigs. 
Mr. Burke entered into a connection with that hr: 


ty, through | that man, at an e, far from raw and 


immature; at thoſe years when men are all they 


are ever likely to become; b When he was in the 
prime and vigour of his life; when the powers 


of his underſtanding, aceording to their ſtandard, 


were at the bet; his memory exerciſed ; his judg- 


ment formed; and his reading, much freſher in the 
recollection, and much readler i in the application, : 


than now it is. He was at that time as likely ya 
molt men to know. what were Whig and wha 


were Tory principles. He was in a tation to 
diſcern What fort of e they enter | 
tained, with whom it was 

nal connection. Fooliſh he would have been at 2 

| that time of life” ( more fooliſh than any man .who | 

undertakes a public truſt would he thou ght) to ad- 


$ Wiſh to form an eter- 


un 


here to a cauſe, which he, amongſt all "hole who 


were a in Ga had the leait 


2 # Joly rn 968. 


. 
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There are who remember, that on the NAD. 2] 
of the Whigs in the year 1766, he was as. free to 
chooſe another connection as any man in the king-. 
dom. To put himſelf out of the way of the nego- 


ciations which were then carrying on very eagerly, 


and through many channels, with the Earl of Chat- 8 


ham, he went to Ireland very ſoon after the change 


of miniſtry, and did not return until the meeting of ; 
parliament. - He was at that time free from any 
thing which looked like an engagement. He was. 


Lge, free at the deſire of his friends; for the 
day of his return, the Marquis of Rocki ham. 
ed. him to accept an employment under the ne- 


f Hen He believes he might have had ſuch a Az. 
tuation; but again he e took his fate with | 


the party. 


It would be a ſerious i imputation upon 1 1 pru- 2 
dence of 1 my friend, to have made even ſuch trivial 
 facrifices as it was in his power to make, for in- 
FCiples which he did not truly embrace, or did not 

perfectly underſtand. In either caſe the : folly would- 


have been great. The queſtion now is, whether, 


when he firſt practically profeſſed Whig principles, 
he underſtood What Principles: he profeſſed; and 
| whether, m his book, h he e has e expreſſed | 


| them. 


who. lived i in the days in which principle was put to 


te teſt. Some of the Whigs of thoſe days were 

_ then living. They were wht the Whigs had been 
7 "DEANS Revolution ; what they had been during the 
reign of queen Anne; what they had been at the 
acceſſion of the preſent royal family. ; | 


What they were at thoſe periods is to be ſeen. It 
$6 ene to e to have the opportunity of a 
| BY | e 


3 


When he entered into 8. Whig party, he did not 
conceive that they pretended toany ile ovories? T hey 


- did not affeck to be better Whigs, than thoſe were 
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dest, mo recorded, declaration of ue po- 
litical tenets upon the ſubject of a. great conſlituti- . 
onal event like that of the Revolucion? The Whigs 
had that opportunity, or, to ſpeak more properly, 
they made it. The impeachment of Dr. Sacheverel 
was: undertaken by a Whig Miniſtty and a Whig 
Houſe of Commons, and carried on before a revas- . 


lent and' ſteady majority of Whig: Peers. t Was 


carried on for the expreſs purpoſe of ſtating che true 
grounds and principles of the Revolution; what E 
Commons emphatieally called their  frindatieh.” ti. 
was carried on for the'purpoſe of condemning the. 5 
principles. on which the Revolution was firſt op. 
ed; and afterwards calumniated, in order by a 
juridical | ſentence of the higheſt authority to con- 
firm and fix Whig principles, as they had operated, | 
both in the reſiſtance to King James, and in the . 
ſubſequent ſettlement; and to fix them in the e 
tent and with the kmitatiens with which it was 
meant they ſhould be underſtood by poſterity. The 
minilters d, and managers for the Commons were per- 
ſons who had, many of them, an active ſhare in 


the Revolution. Moſt of them had ſeen it at an 


age capable of reflection. The grand event; and . 
all the diſcuſſions which led to it, and followed i 1 
vere then alive in the memory and converſation of 

all men. The managers for the Commons muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have ſpoken on that ſubject the pre- 
valent ideas of the leading party ii in the  Commans MA 
and of theWhig miniſtry. aden btedly.. 5 
alſo their own private opinions; and che private * 5 
nions of ſuch men are not without weight. The7ß 
were not umbratilis Aoc foren, men who had ſtudied . 
a free conſtitution only in its anatomy y, and upon 
, deaf ms. They knew it alive and in action 
In this proceeding, the Whig principles, as ap- 
4 plied: to has lee and Mut} are to be 
8 * . . | | 


'© 0 I 


ge er they are. te de fonnd-np wheres” I iſh, 
| Found. readers of this appeal firſt to turn to Mr. 


Burke s Reſſections from p. 20 to p. 593 and then 


* attend tg the following extracts from the trial 

of Dr. Szckeverel. After this, they will conſider 

3. farſt;, whether the doctrine in Mr. 

Ke Reflections be conſonant to that of the 

| higs of that period'; and | ſecondly, whether. 
_ choole. to abandon. + hy 


predeceſſorxs of them all, and to learn new principle 
of Whigg im, imported from France, and Ns et 
nated in this country from 5 pul Pits, fro 
federation ſocieties, and from the pamphlets, heh. 
(as containing the political creed | of thoſe ſynods) 
arg: induftriouſly; circulated. in all parts of the two 
Gn. "Th is heir afar, and 'they ill 
(3: bod £473] 1{15 443 l. 
Theſe n new I Whigs hold, that the ſovereignty, 
J whether exerciſed by one or many, did not, only ori- 
ginate from the people (a poſition not denied, nor 
Worin denying or aſſenting to) but that, in, the 
people, the fame ſovereignty: anche and unalien- 
ably reſides; that the people may lawfully depoſe 
Eings, not only for miſeondlct, but without any mm- 
conduct at all; that my may ſet up any,newfaſhion 
of gover t for themſelves, or continue without 
any; government at their-pleaſure ; that the people 
are eſſentially their om rule, and their yall che 
meafure ef their condutt; that the tenure of ma- 
giſtracy is not a proper ſubject of contract; becauſe 
— magiſtrates have duties, but no rights: and that if 
2 contract de ſacio is made with them in one age, 
8 allowing that it bing at all, it ga binds thoſe who 
were immediately cont ned Hit, but does not paſs 
to poſterity. Theſe doctrines concerning the people 
la term which they are far from accurately defining, 
: hut * which, from * — it is Cue 
| = ug 


=; Phy tne gens 


principles which belong: 
2 to the progenitors Of ſome bf them, and to the 


„. „ „ „ K % „ ret e eee | + 
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enough they mean their own ation, if they ſhould 


fed but to all tlie, rules and principles of mo- 
rality itſelf. 


J affert, that the” Wien Whig 8. held hotties, 


tatally different from thoſe 1 Wort laſt mentioned. I 


aſſert, that the foun tions laid down -by the Com- 


opts be the trial of Doctor Sacheverel, for paſt: *. 
revolution. of 1688, are the very ſame 
Be 3 4 in Mr. Burke's Reflections that is to 
fa breach, of the.original contract, implied and 
expreſſetl in the conſtitution of this country, as 
a ſcheme ernment fundamentally and invio- * 
lably 7250 1 u Ng, Lords, and ne e 
the 1 [EL Ne of this antient conftitu-"" 
tion, by one of its parts, . havin been. Cd, 
and in effect *accompliſhed, ju ifed- the Revolu- 
tion. That it was. jultiked only upon the necgſity of | 
the caſe; as the only means left for the recovery of 


oak anti nt conſtitution, formed by the original con- = 


tract of the Britiſh ſtate; as well as for the future 


preſer vation of the fame. SOVernment-. Theſe” are 4 _ a 


the points to be proved. 


A general opening to "the charge againſt Dr. Ga. * Te _ 


cheverel was made by the Attorney General, Sir 
John. Montagu; but as ee in that open- 

ing ſpeech which tends very accurately to ſettle the 
| NT upon which the e Whigs proceeded in the. 
proſecution (the plan of the ſpeech not requiring it) 
1 proceed to that of Mr. Lechmere, tlie manager 


ho ſpoke next after him. The following are ex- 


Pe given not in the exact order in which they 
ſtand in the printed trial, but in that which is 
thought moſt fit to bring the ideas of the Whig 


8 diſtinctly under our view. | 
Mx. 


grow by early artfithg, by treachery, or violence, 15 
into the s force) tend, in my opinion, to 
the utter ſubverſion, not only of all government, 
in all modes, and to all able. ſecurities to rational 


2 
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* * PT TORY in their firſt N are worde 


* 9 ! nature o our ain't is. 0 f. 1 4 : 
ove cant. © mittd monarchy ; "wherein the ſupreme! Power is 


ander- & And Commons; though the executive power aid 


1 Dr (by mutual r, and not hy accident); United; 
àt all times © and lodged in more hands than one. And The 
JE uniform Preſervation of uch 4 conftitution for? { 
e e, ages, without any fundamental Hae, & demon. 


 tubjet, tract is hereby 
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18 12 cat it the name and on the behalf of; a 2 
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zution im- © communicated: and divided between Queen, Eo, 


original © adminiſtration be whol y in the crown. 1e tet 


brig ©prels, an ory inal contract between the crow it 
by mutual © the people; y. which that ſupreme. power wa 


parties. 
conſtitution ſerates. to your. Tordſhips ; the. continuance LAS. the! ſethe 


3 85 contract. — — ä 5 
Ps © CER The conſequences of much A frame of govern- 


Wes, end is ment are obvious. That the laws. are the rule to 


a proof of 


— both; the common meafure of "the power of the 
© crown, and of the obedience of the ſubſect; and 


common. if the executive part endeavours the fubiirſion and. 
mekſure to ee deftrufion 25 the government, the otiginal con. 
roke, and the right of Allegiance - 


king and 


Caſeof „ ceaſes ;. that part of the government, thus fl. 


— Tundamen- c mentally injured, hath à Tight to ſave or recover 


tal 
Sk that conſtitution, in which it had an original i in- 


of original 3 „ 
25 a — 

The neceſſary means eien is the phraſe: aca 
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PF «a choice of by them-with abe greateſt caution. mms ſe- 
| < Thoſe means are defcribed (in the preamble to << 


< 26 deliver: t 


: * inſtrument of deliueris 


tion, and which the duties of ſelf-preſervation and 


' 
„ R 
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* their charges: to be, that glorious enterprize, which 

his late majeſty undertook, with an armed force, 
his 2 from popery and arbitrary 

power ; the concurrence of many ſubjects of the 


realm, who came over with him in that enterprize, 


« and of many, orders of all ranks and orders, who 

. * Appeared 1 in arms in many parts of the Beben ö 
in aid of that enterprize. 

+ Theſe were the means that brought a 1 the 

« Revolution ; and which the act that paſſed ſoon 

after, declaring the rights and liberties of 2 ubject, 

* and, ſettling :the ſucceſſion . of the crown, intends 
« when his late majeſty.i 18 REY called the glorious + 


the kingdom ; and which the 
Commons, in . the. laſt. part of heir firſt article, 50 xa 
refs by the word re/fance. loot 
But the Commons, who will. never be 3 no of - 
5 ful of the a/legiance of the ſubjects to the croum of n 


2 


„ 
85 


this realm, J 8 it highly incumbent. upon their alle. 
1 them, out o 


regard to the ſafety. of her majeſty” s gence to 
* perſon. and by and e e 4 = works... 
- confitttion of this kingdom to call that reſiſtance 22 85 
« the neceſſary means; thereby plainly founding that tu. 
power, right, and; refiſtanee, which was exerciſed . 


by the: people at the time of the happy Revolu- 


6 religion called them to, upon ibe NECESSIT: IT 
* the caſe, and gt the ſame time effettually ſecuring . = Sh . 
© majeſty's government, and be ale e * all 5 


o N ubjects.” 


1 51 nature of ſuch an original conthact of Now All ages 
ave the 


o vernment proves, that there is not only a power == 
in the people, who. have inherited this freedom,” to ret in pre- 


* aſſert their own title to it; but they are bound in I of - 


con- 


duty to tranſmit the. Jame e 99 to their poſ. tra, aud 
yl Ou ä . 


W 
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Me: Techies made 21 Secbhd leech, "Not ith- 
ftanding the clear and | ſatisfaQory manner in which 
he deneefed himſelf in his firſt upon this ardudus 
queſtion, he thinks himſelf bound again diſtin&h; bo 
affert the ſame foundation; and to juftify the 

volution on the ct of necgſſity 1 2 upon —. — 
perfectly coinciding with thoſe laid 2 5 in Mr. 
Burke $ er on the French affairs. n 


7 e My: Lropnne IRE 1 8 25 , 


W © Tovrlordliiph were acquainted, in o opening 8. 


— con- charge, with how great caution, and wi what 5 
ow \ drag © feigned. regard. bo her majeſty ſty and her 


2 os. E mort, and the duty and allegiance of her ject abject, 


5 too neceſ- the commons made uſe of the words necel, ary means, 


3 to expreſs the refiſtance that was made ule of. to 
| defence. | © bring about the Revolution, and with the con- 
| 1 .demning of which the Doctor is charged by this 
* article; not doubting but chat the Honour and 
by Lan juſtice of "that xeſiſtance, fromthe were fry of that 
PEI. caſe, and to whith alpne we have /t# " confined 
7 6 aurſelves, when | duly confidered, ld confirm 
| +N. B. The © and ſtrengthen . of be underſtord to be an el 
—_ fectual ſecurity for an allegiance, of the ſabje& to 
| an Ry the crown of this realm, in every pther* ct ſe here 
* £ there is not the ſame neceſſity ; and that t ET ht 
withourrhis.* Of the people to ſelf-defence, and preſers "ation of 
reſtriQion. Heir Jiberties, by ref tance, - TT laft , 
i the reſult of @ caſe of ſuch neceſſit „ an 
8 1 \* by 10 0 te original er 799 my 
OR e +4 O's is "brake. This" was the principle 7 loid 
San on and carried throu ogy ol all that was a with 
© reſpett 10 allegiance; a which. foundati on, in 
f the name and on the behal If of all the Gr 0 „ 
7 1 ä 


4 
, OO em ct 2 — . 


CE — —— 


FFP CPP 


r / 


K K 


228 


r ND. A HT ww 


— 


9 7 $4 ＋ Ns . . 2 
p = ; =. 0 of a * - 
, 5 IF ; N I 6 2 5 — - 2 > a 12 1 ec? J 1 1 5 8 "4p 4 
* * * | Y*:-i- * * * 
Wah, 5 * * * „ l 2 Y . — 5 
<<; I ; 5 = * * 823 * IJ 2 333 
J % © , by * * — - 


( 61 ) 5 

; Great Britain, We 755 and juſtify that reſiſtance by 
* which the late happy revolution, was brought 
s about. — r 
It appears to your lordſhips 104 the molt that ; 
* breaking the original contratthetween king and people, 
£ were the words made choice of by that Houſe of 
+ Commons, [the Houſe of Ten. which had 
+. originated the declaration of right,] with the 
« greateſt deliberation and judgment, and approved of 
$ 125 your lordſhips, in that firſt and fundamental 
+ ſtep towards the re. gabliſbment of the government, 
« which had received fo great a ſhock from the evil 
6 counſels which had deen given to that unfortunate 


29 Finest | 


* 
8 4 


fir John ks” another of the managers, fol- 
lows the ſteps of his brethren, poſitively- affirming 
the doctrine of non-refiſtance to government to be 
the general, moral. religious, and political rule for 
the ſubject ; and juſtifying the Revolution on the 
ſame principle with Mr. . that 1 is, as an ex- 
ception from neceſſity Indeed he carries the doctrine 
on the general idea of non-reſiſtance much further 
than Mr. Burke has done; 5 and full as far as it can 
perhaps be ſupported by any duty of perfect obliga- 


tion; however noble and heroic it may be, in many 
caſes, to ſuffer death rather chan diſturb the tran- 


daily e of our country. e 


» 81 Jon we 7 


+. „ Certainly i it mull be in that the docttine 
* that commands obedience to the ſupreme power, 
5 though in things contrary to nature, even to ſuffer 


* death, which 18 the higheſt N that can be 
P. 676. 


7 
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3 8 upon the Revolution.“ . 
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done a man, rather than make an oppoſiti tion to the 


5 * ſupreme power * [is reaſonable ;] becauſe the 
death of one, or fome. few private perſons, is a 


< leſs evil than difturbing the while godernment; that 


law muſt needs be underſtood to forbid the doing 


or ſaying any thing to diſturb the government; 


© the rather becaufe the obeying: that law cannot 
ade pretended to be againſt nature: and the Doc- 


* tor's refuſing to. obey that implicit law, is the 


,'* reaſon for which he is now proſecuted; though he 
would have it believed, that the reaſon he is now 
25 5 broſecuted, was for the doctrine he aſſerted of 

b dbedience to the fapreme power; which he might 

. _ *Chaverpreached as long as he had pleaſed, and the 


© Commons would have taken no offence at it, if he 
had ſtopped there, and not Have taken upon him, 
on that pretence or occaſion, to have caſt odious 


et Sea way pcs tlie mmalnagtt': 


110 begins his ſpeech by à reference to the opinion 


of his fellow managers, which he (hoped: had put 
beyond all doubt the limits and qualifications that 


"the Commons had placed to their doctrines con- 


derning the Revolution; yet not fatisfied with this 
general reference, after condemning the principle 


3 of non: reſiſtanee, which is afferted in the ſermo; 
without any exception; and ſtating, that under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of preaching a peaeeable doctrine, 


Sacheverel and the Jacobities meant in . 
excite a rebetHon in favour of the Pretender, 


| EP limits bis ideas of reſiſtance whh "the 


*The N en to 85 iron of. the . 


are wanted in the printed tria - but the conſtruction of the 
ſemenee, as well as the foregoing. part of the ſpeech, + Joſt {tity 
| the inſertion of ome lch . ee as the a 
| boundaries 
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bo The ennie of England 3 is ee yoga | ” 
* compact, and the ſubjects of this kingdom have, _. . 
ein their ſeveral public and private capacities, as the uber 
* legal a title to what are their rights by. law, 2 266d th 
prince to the poſſeſſion of his crown. wall ie | 
© Your. lordſhips, and moſt that hear me, are gal. | 
* witneſſes, and muſt remember the nece/ities of I 


-* thoſe times which brought about the Revolution : Nate 


e I < that o other remedy was left to preſerve our re- — 7 
e gion and Hberties; that: ref eance 2 Was 5 neceſſary necelſieg. 
„ and confequentlyjuſt,. — — | 
18 „Had the Doctor, in the remaining 1 of "TH ES 


« ſermon, preached up peace, quietneſs, and the 

© like, and ſhewn how happy -we are under her 
| 0 majeſty s adminiſtration, and exhorted obedience 
05 © to it, he had never been called to anſwer a 
| * charge at your lordſhips bar. But the tenor of all | 


2 
n © Þis ſubſequent difcourſe is one continued. invec- 
* $ tive 1 1 the * | | . | 
— iT 1 75 15 .. * % by 3 ; 
5 Mr. Walpote (afterwards Sir Robert) was . 
1 of the managers on this occaſion. He was an 
BH honourable-man anda found Whig. He was not, 
: as the Jacobites and diſcontented Whigs of his time 
- have repreſented him, and as ill-informed people ſtill 
> I repreſent him,a prodigal and corrupt miniſter. They 
8 charged him in their libels and ſeditious converſa- 

tions as having firſt reduced corruption to a ſyſtem. E 
e Sueh was their cant. But he was far from governing | 
E by corruption. He governed by party attachments. | 
4 The charge of ſyſtematic corruption is leſs appli- 


cable to him, perhaps, than to any miniſter who 
+ ever e the crown for fo: great a length of | 
1 b | EN wy time. 3 


we, 


| £ 44 2 
as He gained over very few from the ( 


ſition. Without being a genius of the firſt elafs, 


be was an intelligent, prudent, and ſafe miniſter. 
He loved peace; and he helped to communi- 


cate the ſame diſpoſition to nations at leaſt 


as - warlike and reſtleſs as that in which he had 
the chief direction of affairs. Though he ſerved 


2 maſter who was fond of martial fame, he kept 
All the eſtabliſhments very low. The land tax 
continued at two ſhillings in the pound for che 


1 Hon, part of kis adminiſtration. The other 
_  Impoſitions , were moderate. The profound re- 


2 5 pole, 'the equal liberty, the firm 8 of 
juſt laws during the long period © 
were the principal cauſes bo that profperity which 


his power, 


afterwards took ſuch rapid ſtrides towards per- 


fection; and which furniſned to this nation abi. 


lity to acquire the military glory which it has ſince 
obtained, as well as to bear the burthens, the cauſe 
aid conſequence of that warlike reputation. With 


5 man virtues, public and 1 he had his faults; 
but his faults were ſuper A careleſs, coarſe, | 


and over familar ſtyle of Bourſe, without ſufficient 


regard to perſons or occafions, and an almoſt total 


want of political decorxum, were the errors by 
Which he was moſt hurt in the public opinion: 
and thoſe through which his enemies abtained the 


greateſt advantage over him. But juſtice muſt 
e done. The prudence, ſteadineſs, and vigilance 


- of that man, joined to the greateſt poſſible lenity in 
his character and his politics, preſerved the crown 


do this royal family ; 3 and with 1 it, their laws and li- 


| berties to this coun Walpole - had no other 

plan of defence for 0 R 

the other managers, and of Mr. Burke; and he 
ives full as little countenance to any arbitrary at- 

tempts, on the part of reſtleſs and factious men, 

hs traming new Le od e to Fi 
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colin, than that of 
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. WALPOLE: | 


© 'Rebiſtaties | is no where enacted to hs legal, but o Cafe of 
+ ſubjected by all the laws now in being, to the refſtance 


+ greateſt penalties. It is what is not, cannot; nor ls; and 


. « 6 ht ever to be deſcribed, or affirmed, in any the higheſt 


poſitive law, to be excuſable: when, and upon fenes. 


„ 2 ne ver- to be. expected occaſions, it may be 


© exerciſed, no man can foreſee; and it ought never to 


ze thought of,” but when an utter  fubverk ton of the PE 
au of the realm threatens the whole frame of our © 


'* conflitution, and no redreſs can otherwiſe be hoped for. 


gt therefore does, and got f or ever, to ſtand, 
in the eye and letter of the 4 as the highe/t 


i offence.” But becauſe any e or party of men, 
may not, out of folly or wantonneſs, commit 


* treaſori, or make their own diſcontents, ill prin- 
* ciples; or diſguiſed affections to another intereſt, 


© a pretence to reſiſt the ſupreme power, will it fol- Utmoſt 
© low from thence that the utmoſt neceſſity ought _ 
© not to engage a nation, in its "Op RA for 


* the NO of the whole ?? © 
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Sir Jeep 147 was, as 1 Arpt heard "TY 


elieved, as nearly as any individual could be, the 


very ſtandard of Whig principles in his age. He 


was a learned, and an able man; full of honour, 


Integrity, and public ſpirit ; no lover of innovation; 


nor diſpoſed to change his ſolid principles for 
the 3 falhion of the hour.. Let us hear this | 
2 | 


Sin 88 Ravi 3 | 
90 in aries up and vindicating the _ of the 


Ay 3 was the ſecond thing propoſed, it 


N 


* 1 6 18 
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Commons © js far from the i intent of the Sn to ſtate the 


contre limits and bounds of the ſubjects ſubmiſſion to the 


1 c ſovereign. That which the law hath been wiſely 


2 filent i in, the Commons deſire to be ſilent in too; 


nor will they put any caſe of a juſtifiable reſiſtance, 
© but that of the Revolution only; and they perſuade 
© themſelves that the doing right to that reſitance will 
' © be ſo far from promoting popular licence or confuſion, 
© that it will have a contrary ect, and be a means of 


r « ſettling men's minds in the love of, and veneration for 


the laws, 


| theonly © the laws ; to reſcue and ſecure which, was the 


ll © ONLY aim and | intention of thoſe concerned i in re. 


6 */ eance.' | 


LE STS» oe " 


Dr. Sacheverel's counſel defended. him on this 
principle, namely—that whilſt he enforced from the 
pulpit the general doctrine of non-reſiſtance, he was 
not obliged to take notice of the theoretic limits 
which ought to modify that doctrine. Sir 


Joſeph Jekyl, in his reply, whilſt he controverts its 
application to the Doctor's defence, fully admits 


and even enforces the principle itſelf, and ſupports 


the Revolution of 1688, as he and all the managers 
had done before, exactly upon the ſame rounds 
on which Mr. Burke has built, in his MY INS 


on the French Re valution. 
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Sin Jer J EXYL. 


Blmeable If the Dofor had pretended to have Rated as | 


ns" © particular bounds and limits of non-refiſtance, 


non-reſift- and told the people in what caſes they might, or 
ance © might not refiſt, he would have been much to blame; 


nor was one werd faid in the articles, or by the 
managers, as if that was expected from him: 


reer * but, on the ry; We have 2 fed, — in NO 


—— 
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tcoſe can reſitance be law 1 but in hſe of extreme agen 
© neceſlity, and where 
: * wiſe be preſerved ; and ſuch neceſſi wy. ought to be 


plain and obvious ta the ſenſe and judgment f 


& the whole nation 5 and this was the caſe at the Re. 
volution. | 


+ 
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; The N for Doctor N in vr TEK 
ing theit client, were driven in reality to abandon 
the fundamental principles of his doctrine, and to 
confeſs, that an exception to the general doctrine 


of paſſive obedience and non- reſiſtance did exiſt 


in _ caſe of the Revolution. This the ma- 
nagers for the Commons conſidered as having 
gained their cauſe; as their having obtained % 
whole of what they contended for. They con- 
gratulated . themſelves and the nation on a civil 


victory, as glorious and as honourable as any that 


had obtained in arms during that reign ag tri- 


 umphs. 


"Sir Joſeph Jekyl, in his reply to Harcourt, and 


the other go men who conducted the cauſe for 
the Tory fide, ſpoke in the followin memorable 
terms, diſtinctly ſtating the whole of what the Whig | 
| Houle of Commons contended for, in the name 


of all their conſtituents — 


SIR Joszen JuxvL.. | 


: My lords, the conceſſions [the conceſſions of Neceſſity 


cr cates an 


Bo Sara, counſel] are theſe :=That neceſſity cxception, 


creates an exception to the general rule of ſubmil- and the 
Revolution 
* ſion to the prince ;—that ſuch exception is under- co 


© ſtood or implied in the laws that require ſuch 3 
c ſubmiſſion ;—and that e caſe of the Revolution e 


Was 4 4 7 * * „„ the demand 


© Theſe —— Com- 
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e con/titution cannot other- ne — 
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| © Theſe are conceſſions /o ample, and do ſo fully 


© anſwer the drift of the Commons in this article, 


and are to the utmoſt extent of their meaning in it, 


© that I can't forbear congratulating them upon 
© this ſucceſs of their impeachment; that in full 
'< parliament, this erroneous doctrine of unlimitted 
© non-reſiſtance is given up, and diſclaimed. And 
© may it not, in 0 ages, be an addition to the 
glories of this bright reign, that. ſo many of thoſe 
who are honoured with being in her majeſty's 
ſervice have been at your lordſhips bar, thus ſuc- 
* ceſsfully contending for the national rights of her 
people, and proving they are not precarious or 
"mes. oh 


* 


« peal to your lordſhips, whether they are not a 
total departure from the Doctor's anſwer. _ 
7» 3 1 3 „ | = 
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I now proceed to ſhew that the Whig managers 


for the Commons meant to preſerve the government 


on a firm foundation, by aſſerting the perpetual vali- 
dity of the ſettlement then made, and its coercive 
power upon poſterity. I mean to ſhew that they 
gave no ſort of countenance to any doctrine tending 
to impreſs the people, taken ſeparately from the 14 
lature which includes the crown, with an idea that 
they had acquired amoral or civil competence to alter 
(without breach of the original compact on the part 
of the king) the ſucceſſion to the crown, at their 
pleaſure; much leſs that they had acquired any 
right, in the caſe of ſuch an event as cauſed the 
. Revolution, to ſet up any new form of govern- 


ment. The author of the Reflections, I believe, 


thought that no man of common underſtanding 


could oppoſe to this doctrine, the ordinary ſove- 


reign power, as declared in the act of queen Anne. 
That is, that the kings or queens of the realm, 
Le: pen 4 : ' with 


© But to return to theſe conceſſions ; I muſt ap- 
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with the donſent of parliament, are competent to 


regulate and to ſettle the ſucceſſion of the crown. 


This power. is and ever was inherent in the ſupreme 
ſovereignty ;. and was not, as the political divines 


vainly talk, acquired by the revolution. It is de- 
clared in the old ſtatute of Queen Elizabeth. Such 


a power muſt reſide in the complete ſovereignty of 
every kingdom; and it is in fact exerciſed in all of 
them. | But this right of competence in the legiſlature, 
not in the people, is by the legiſlature itfelfto be exer- 
ciſed with ſaund diſcretion ; that is to lay, it is to be 
exerciſed or not, in conformity to the 1 5 
principles of this government; to the rules of moral 


obligation; and to the faith of pacts, either con- 


tained in the nature of the tranſaction, or entered 
into by the body corporate of the kingdom; which 


body, i in juridical conſtruction, never dies; and in 
fact never loſes its members at once by death. 

Whether this doctrine is reconcileable to the 
modern philoſophy of government, I believe the 
author neither knows nor cares; as he has little 


reſpect for any of that ſort of philoſophy. This 
may be becauſe his capacity and knowledge 8 


not reach to it. If ſuch be the caſe, he cannot be 
blamed, if he acts on the ſenſe of that incapacity ; 


he cannot be blamed, if -i in the moſt arduous and ; 
critical queſtions which can poſlibly ariſe, and which 


affect to the quick the vital parts of our conſtitu- 
tion, he takes the ſide which leans moſt to ſafety and 
ſettlement; that he is refolved not to be "iſe 
1225 beyond what is written” in the legiſlative record 
and practice; that when doubts ariſe on them, he 
endeavours to interpret one ſtatute by another; and 
to reconcile them all to eſtabliſhed recognized 
morals, and to the general antient known policy 
of the laws of England. Two things are equally 
5 Frames the * is, - that the legiſlature poſſeſſes the 


Power 


N. bs 
» 
» 12923 
— rr 


Pd 


5 
power of regulating the ſucceſſion of the crown z 


tthe ſecond, that in the exerciſe of that right it has 


uniformly acted as if under the re/ftraints which the 


author has ſtated. That author makes what the 


antients call mos majorum, not indeed his ſole, but 
certainly his principal rule of policy, to guide his 
judgment in whatever regards our laws. Unifor- 
mity and analogy can be preſerved in them by 
this proceſs only. That point being fixed, and 
laying faſt hold of a ſtrong bottom, our ſpecula- 
tions may ſwing in all directions, without public de- 


triment ; becauſe they will ride with ſure anchorage. 


In this manner theſe things have been always 
conſidered by our anceſtors. There are ſome in- 


deed who have the art of turning the very acts of 


parliament which were made for ſecuring the here- 


ditary ſucceſſion in the preſent royal family by ren- 


dering it penal ta doubt of the validity of thoſe 
_ aQs of parliament, into an inſtrument for defeating 
all their ends and purpoſes : but upon grounds 
1o very fooliſh, that it is not worth while to take 
further notice of ſuch ſophiſtry, = 

| To prevent any unneceſſary ſubdiviſion, I ſhall 
here put together what may be neceſſary to ſhew the 


perfect agreement of the Whigs with Mr. Burke, 


in his aſſertions, that the Revolution made no 
5 effential change in the conſtitution of the mo- 
* narchy, or in any of its antient, ſound and 


legal principles; that the ſucceſſion was ſettled 


e in the Hanover family, upon the idea, and in the 
„ mode of an hereditary ſucceſſion qualified with 
* Proteſtaniſm ; that it was not ſettled upon electiue 
„ principles, in any ſenſe of the word elefive, or 
* under any modification or deſcription of eledtion 

'**' whatſoever; but, on the contrary, that the nation, 
after the Revolution, renewed by a freſh compact 
* the ſpirit of the original compact of the ſtate, 


e binding 
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„ | 
© hinding itſelf, both in its exiſting members and all its 
te pgſterity, to adhere to the ſettlement of an here» 


« ditary ſucceſſion in the Proteſtant line, drawn. 
66 from James the Firſt, as the ſtock of inheritance.” 


Six Joun HAwLEs. 


If he Dr. Sacheverel is of the opinion he pre- Neceſſity of 


' * tends, I cannot imagine how it comes to paſs, that 


he that pays that deference to the ſupreme power of the 


has preached ſo directly contrary to the determina- 
tions of the ſupreme power in this government; he 


very well knowing that the lawfulneſs of the Revo. dement. 


© lution, and of the means whereby it was brought 
about, has already been determined by the aforeſaid 
acts of parliament: and do it in the worſt manner he 
could invent. For quęſtioning the right to the crown 
* here in England, has procured the ſhedding of more 
© blood, and cauſed more ſlaughter, than all the other 

matters tending to diſturbances in the government put 
© together. If, therefore, the doQrines which the 
* apoſtles had laid down, was only to continue the 
peace of the world, as thinking the death of ſome 
few particular perſons better to be borne with 
than a civil war; ſure it is the higheſt breach of 
that law to queſtion the firſt principles of this 
JJ Jo Ep 
lf the Doctor had been contented with the li- 
| © berty he took of preaching up the duty of paſſive 
© obedience in the moſt extenſive manner he had 
thought fit, and would have ſtopped there, your 
© lordſhips would not have had the trouble, in rela- 
tion to him that you now have; but it is plain, 
© that he preached up his abſolute and unconditional 
* obedience, not to continue the peace and tranquillity - 
F this nation, but to ſet the ſubzedts at ſtrife, and to 
* raiſe a war in the bowels of this nation; and it is for 
this that he is now proſecuted ; though he would 
_ 5 fain haye it believed that the proſecution was for 
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| government 


reſtored un- 
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: Revolution. 
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preaching the peaceable doguine pf, abſolute ache . 
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6 © The EY tenor of the adminiſtration, then i in 
* being, was agreed by all to be à zotal departure 
* from the conſtitution. The nation was at that time 
* united in that opinion, all but the criminal part 
© of it. And as the nation joined in the judgment 
© of their diſeaſe, ſo they did in the remedy. They. 
0 * ſaw there was ne remedy left, but the laſt; and 5 
that remedy took place, the whole frame of the go. 
* vernment Was Ae entire and unhurt *, This 
< ſhewed the excellent temper the nation was in at 
that time, that, after ſuch provocations from an 
* abuſe of the regal power, and ſuch a convulſion, 
no one part of the conſtitution. was altered, or ſuſfer- 
© ed the leaſt damage ; but, on the e the _ 
received new Ii * and vi gour.” 
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The Tory e for Dr. Sehe el . 
inſinuated, that a great and eſſential alteration in 


the conſtitution had been wrought by the Revolu⸗ 


and in the magiſtracy the ſame lords, the ſame commons, the 


of our conſtitution we made no revolution; vo, nor any al- 


2 Sir Joſeph Jbl is ſo ſtrong on this point, 


What we did was, in truth and ſubſtance and in akon: 
« flitutional light, a revolution, not made, but prevented. We 
© took ſolid ſecurities ; we ſettled doubtful -queſtions ; we cor- 
* rected anomalies in our law. In theiſtable fundamental parts 
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teration at all. We did not im pair the monarchy. Perhaps it 
5 * might be ſhewnthatwe a dee very aw Et The 
nation kept rhe ſame ranks, the ſame orders, the fame privi- 
« leges, the ſame franchiſes, the ſame rules for property, the 
* fame ſubordinations, theſameorderi in the law, inthe revenue, 


* ſame corporations, the ſame electors. Mr. Burke's ſpeech in tie 
Houſe of Commons, gif February 1790. It appears how exactly he 
coincides i in every — with Sir Joſeph J uh 

| at 
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that he takes fire even at the inſinuation of, his. 
being of ſuch an opinion. | fy. 


IR Josxyn JeKvL. 


< If the Doctor inſtructed his counſel to Wien- 2 Ne ns: 
L ate that there was any innovation in the conſtitution tion at the — \ 
£ wrought by the Revolution, it is an addition th hit cx eat 
* crime. The Revolution did not introduce any inno- 
vation; it was a reſtoration of the antient Junda- 
mental conſtitution the ws actin and giving it 
2 its F force and energy. 
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The Solicitor General, Sir Robert Eyre, diſtin- | 
guiſhes expreſsly the caſe of the Revolution, and 
its principles, from a proceeding at pleaſure, on the 
part-of the people, to change their antient conſti- 
tution, and to frame a new government for them- 
ſelves. He diſtinguiſhes it with the ſame care from 
the principles of regicide, and republicaniſm, and 
the ſorts of reſiſtance condemned by the doctrines 
of the church of England, and, which ought to be 
condemned, by the doctrines of all churches) 10 27 q 
felling: Chriſtianity. A "8 
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The reſiſtance to the Revolution, which was Rerolution 
founded in unavoidable neceſſity, could be no de- de prece- 
fence to a. man that was attacked for aſſerting voluntary 
© that the people might cancel their allegiance at plea- mg 
* ſure, or dethrone and murder their ſovereign by a* 
© judiciary ſentence. For it can never be inferred | 
© from the lawfulneſs of reſiſtance, at a time when 
2 total ſubverſion of the government both in church 
* and ſlate was intended, that a people may take 
1 up arms, and call their ſovereign to account at 
 * pleaſure; and therefore, ſince the Revolution could 
* be of no ſervice in giving the leaſt colour for offerting- 
5 1 ® 851 


- . 
5 8 any fach- wicked principle, the Doctor could never | 
' © intend to put it into the mouths of thoſe new 
_ © preachers, and new politicians, for a defence; 
| Revolution © unleſs it be his opinion, that the reſiſtance at 
mor like he © the Revolution can bear any parallel with the ex- 
| Charles the * ecrable murder of the royal Ew fo Juftly deigſted 
_ by the whole. nation. 
Alt is plain that the Doctor is not impeached for 
© preaching a general doctrine, and enforcing the 
general dutyof obedience, but for preaching againſt 
Lan excepted caſe, a on he has tated the exception. 
* He is not impeached for preaching the general 
doctrine of obedience, and the utter legality of- 
© reſiſtance upon any pretence whatſoever ; but be- 
© cauſe, having firſt laid down the general doctrine 
* as true, without any exception, he. ftates the ex- 
£ * cepted coſe, the Revolution, in expreſs terms, as 
an objectton; and then aſſuming the conſidera- 
6 tion of that excepted caſe, denies there was any 
© reſiſtance in the Revolution; and aſſerts, that t 
- © impute reſiſtance to the Revolution, would caſt. 
b black and odious colours upon it. This is not 
b preaching the doctrine of non · reſiſtance, in the 
general terms uſed by the homilies, and the fa- 
: © thers of the church, where caſes of neceſſity may 
de anderſtood to be excepted by a tacit implication, as 
* the counſel have allowed ; but is preaching directly 
-< againſt the reſiſtance at the Revolution, which, in 
rt the courſe of this debate, has been all along ad- 
© mitted, to be neceſſary and juſt, and can have 
ano other meaning than to bring a diſhonour 
dee. © upon the Revolution, and an odium upon thoſe 
et, great and illuſtrious. perſons, thoſe friends to the 
ng an * monarchy and the church, that aſſiſted in bringing it 
dr Rer. © about, For had the Doctor intended any thing elſe, 
N would have treated the caſe of the Revolution 
din a different manner, and have given it the true 
e © 2nd * an auer; he would have ſaid, that the re · 
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t fiſtance at the Revolution was of abſolute neceſſity, Revolution 


\ £ rations in the ſtatutes of the kingdom, are meant 


moſt deteſtation and abhorrence, ever y polition cer makes 
8 majeſty, and whereby the lords ſpiritual and temporal ſettlement 


their heirs and poſterities, ta her majeſty, which this 
F certainly ſhake, 


2 gal, the Revolution ſettled in uſurpation, and this 


1 


abſol 
* and the only means left to revive the conſtitution; 9 


and muſt therefore be taken as an excepted caſe, 
and could never come within the reach and inten- 
0 tion of the general doctrine of the church. 

© Your lordſhips take notice on what grounds the 
5 „Doctor continues to aſſert the ſame poſition in his 
* anſwer, But is it not moſt evident, that the ge- 
© neral exhortations to be met with in the homilies 
of the church of England, and ſuch like decla- 


* only as rules for the civil obedjence of the ſubject ; 
* to the legal adminiſtration of the ſupreme power in 
* ordinary caſes ? And it is equally abſurd, to con- 
* ſtrue any words in a poſitive law to authorize the 
* deſtruQtion of the whole, as to expect that king, 
© lords, and commons ſhould, in expreſs terms of 
* law, declare fuch an ultimate reſort as the right of 
* reſhflance, at a time when the . ſuppoſes that the 
s Jos of all law is ceaſed *. 
he Commons muſt always reſent, with the at. Commons | 


abhor what. 


that may ſhake the authority of that act of par-; the ſubmiſ- 


£ liament, whereby the crown is ſettled upon her mar. 


and commons do, in the name of all the people of Eng- . 
* land, moſt humbly and faithfully Submit themfelves, 


© general principle of abſolute non. reſiſtance muſt | 


For, if the reſiſtance at the Revelutian: was lle. 


© a&t can have no greater force and authority than 


| . an act paſſed under an uſurper. 


And the Commons take leave to obſerye, that 
f the authority of the parliamentary ſettlement 1 is a 


2 See Reflections, P- 42, 43- ; | 
© matter 


( 76 ) 


matter of the greateſt conſequence: to maintain, 


* in a caſe where | 
is conteſte. 
© It appears by the ſeveral inſtances mentioned | in 
© the. act declaring the rights and liberties of the 
* ſubject, and ſettling the N of the crown, 
that at the time of the Revolution there was 4 
tt tgctal ſubverſſon of the conſtitution of government bath 
| © in church and ſtate, which is g caſe that the laws 
*of E Bland. ek newer. pd 3 * or Pave 

in n view.” | 


* hereditary right to the crown 
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Sir Joſeph Jekyl, ſo bften 3 e the 
preſervation of the monarchy, and of the rights and 
prerogatives of the Crown, as eſſential objects with 
all ſound Whigs; and that they were bound, not on- 
ly to maintain them when injured or invaded, but 
to exert themſelves as much for their re-eſtabliſh- 

ment, if they ſhould happen to be overthrown by 
x popular fury, as any of their-own more immediate 
and popular rights and privileges, if the latter ſhould 
be at any time ſubverted by the crown. For this rea- 
_ fon he puts the caſes of the Revolution and the Re/to- 

ration, exactly upon the ſame footing. He plainly 
marks, that it was the object of all honeſt men, not 
BM to ſacrifice one part of the conſtitution to another; 3 
7 and much more, not to ſacrifice any of them to vi- 
ſionary theories of the rights of man; but to pre- 
| ſerve our whole inheritance in the conſtitution, in 
all its members and all its relations, entire, and un- 

impaired, from generation to generation.” In this i 

Mr. Burke exattly agrees with him. . ä 
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W Nothing is plainer than that the nw . 


the rights of c 
1 + * to the laws and the conſtitution. This 


LY right 
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* We, right the nation hath aſſerted; and recovered * 


the hands of thoſe who had diſpoſſeſſed them 

© of it at ſeveral times. There are of this #200 
* famous inſtances in the knowledge of the preſent retoration 
age; I mean that of the Re/fauration, and that mo Revo- 
«of the Revolution; in both of theſe great events Peoplchave 


: were the regal power and the rights of the people an equal in- 


ſtin th 
© recovered. And it is hard to ſay in which the legal rights 


e people have the greateſt intergſt; for the commons of the 7 
« are ſenſible that there is not one legal power be- of their 
5 longing to the crown, but they have an intereſt in it; own. 
and I doubt not but they will always be as careful 
*to e, the rights of. the crown, as their own 
A * privil eges. 

The other Whig managers regarded (as he did) 
thi overturning, of the monarchy by a republican + 
faction with t © very ſame horror and deteſtation 
with which they regarded the deſtruction of the 
privileges of my Fee by an arbitrary mo- 


narch. 


MX. LECHMERE, ; 


Speaking of our conſtitution, ſtates it as 6 7 Conflts- 
conſtitution which happily recovered itſelf, at yereqar the 
the Reſtoration, from the confuſions and dil. ae ee 
orders which the horrid and deteſtable proceed- wr Al 
ings of faction and uſurpation had thrown it into, 
and which, after many convulſions and ſtruggles, 
WAS providentially ſaved at the late happy Revo- 
lution ; and, by the many good laws paſſed ſince 
that time, ſtands now upon a firmer foundation: 


together with the moſt comfortable proſpect of 


* ſecuri ity to all poſterity, by the ſettlement of the | 
© crown in the Proteſtant Une. ü 


/// pp ꝙ. IO EA ⅛ö“ü‚᷑1ù TE IO ũ ⁰»⁰̃̃ é f EET ws 


; * | 
1 mean now to ſhew that the Whigs, (if Sir 
Joſeph Jekyl was one) and if he ſpoke in conformity 
to the ſenſe of the Whig houſe of commons and 
the Whig miniſtry who employed him, did care- 
fully guard againſt any preſumption that might 
ariſe from the repeal of the non- reſiſtance oath of 
Charles the ſecond, as if, at the Revolution, the an- 

tient principles of our government were at all chang. 
ed or that republican doctrines were countenanced, 
or any ſanction given to ſeditious proceedings 


upon general undefined ideas of miſcondudt or for 


changing the form of government —or for reſiſtance 
upon any other ground than the necęſſity ſo often 
mentioned for the purpoſe of ſelf-preſervation, It 
will ſhew ſtill more clearly the equal care of the 
then Whigs, to prevent either the regal power 
from being ſwallowed up on pretence of popular 
rights, or the popular rights from being deſtroyed 


« 


on pretence of regal prerogatives. | | 


15 SIR Josxpfr IEEKxL. 


c Miſchief of < Further, I deſire it may be conſidered, that 
Annen © theſe legiſlators [the legiſlators who framed the 
SR © non-refiſtance oath of Charles the Second] were 


_. ©. guarding againſt the conſequences of thoſe per- 
© nicious and antimonarchical principles, which had 


been broached a little before in this nation; and oſs 
© large declarations in favour of nen-re/itance were 
o 


made to encounter or obviate the miſchief. of 
thoſe principles ; as appears by the preamble to 
| the fulleſt of thoſe acts, which is the militia act, in 

| the 13th and 14th of King Charles the Second. 
| Two cafes © The words of that act are theſe: And during the 
| yo one to late uſurped governments, many evil and rebellious 
 prelervethe® principles have been inſtilled into the minds of. the 
other the people of this kingdom, which may break forth, unleſs 


rights ofthe * prevented, to the diſturbance of the peace and quiet 
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< Jordſhips may ſee the reaſon that inclined thoſe. 


E 
Cc 


Cop) - 
thereof : Be it therefore enacted, fc. Here your 


legiſlators to expreſs themſelves in ſuch a manner 
againſt re..itance. They had ſeen the regal rights 


* ſwallowed up, under thepretence of popular ones; and 


4 
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tion which was repealed, I wwill admit it to be as 


it is no imputation on them that they did not then 
foreſee a quite different caſe, as was that of the Re- 


volution; where, under the pretence of regal au- 


thority,a total ſubverſionof the rights of the ſubject 
was advanced, and in a manner effected. And this 


may ſerve to ſhew, that it was not the deſign of 
thoſe legiſlators to condemn reſiſtance, in a caſe of 
abſolute neceſſity, forpreſervin g the conſtitution, when 


they were guarding againſt principles: which had ſo 
lately deſtroyed it. 
« As to the truth of the dodrine in this ts Non-reſiſt- | 


ance oath 
: not repeal- 
true as the Doctors counſel afert it; that is, with ed, becauſe 


(with the 
an exception of caſes of neceſſity ; and it was not re- ne e 


pealed becauſe it was falſe, underſtanding it with of neceſſity} 


that reſtriction; but it was repealed becauſe it OO 
n but 
might be interpreted in an unconfined ſenſe, and en- to prevent 


clufrve of that reſtriction; and being ſo underſtood. falſe inter- 
_—_ he on the juſtice of r Revolution: 
and this the legiſlature had at heart, and were 

very jealous of; and by this repeal of that decla- 
ration, gave a parliamentary or legiſlative admo- 
nition, . againſt aſſerting this doctrine of non-re-, 
ſiſtance in an unlimited ſenſqe. — — 

© Though the general doctrine of non-reſiſtance, General 
the doctrine of the church of England, as ſtated dockrine of 


non-reſiſt= 


in her homilies, or elſewhere delivered, by which ance godly 


the general duty of ſubjects to the higher powers and whole> 


ſo t 
is taught, be owned to be, as unqueſtionably it vegas 


is, a godly and wholeſome doctrine; though this fate e. 


hy the ens; 
general doQrine has been conſtantly inculcated by cept yy wi 


the reverend fathers of the church, dead and 


living, and preached by them as a * 


% 6 againſt 


80 * 


£ « apalnſt the popiſh doctrine of depoling princes, 
and as the ordinary rule of - obedience ; and 
though the ſame doctrine has been preached, 
maintained, and avowed by our moſt orthodox 


© and able 8 from the time of the Reforma. | 


8 tion; and how innocent a man Dr. Sacheverel 
had been, if, with an hone/t and well-meant zeal, 

o * he had preached the ſame doctrine in the fame 
eneral terms in which he found it delivered by 

= * apoſtles of Chriſt, as taught by the homilies, 

© and the reverend fathers of our church, and, 

iin imitation of thoſe great 8 had only 
preſſed the general duty of obedience, and the il: 
legality of reſiſtance, * ei A notice Jos 
5 "By exception. Pp ; Fa 


— 
— 


K 


„ e eee 


ö 1 * 


| — of the 8 fur the houſe of com: 
mons, Sir John Holland, was not: leſs careful in 
guarding againſt a confuſion of the principles of the 


revolution, with any looſe generaldoQtrines of a right 


in the individual, or even in the people, to under. 
© take for themſelves, on any prevalent tempo: 
| rary opinions of convenience or improvement, any 
fundamental change in the conſtitution, or to 
fabricate a new government for themſelves, and 
thereby to diſturb the public peace, and to N 

the ancient conſtitution of this 8 


„ 


Ln I si. Jom HouLaxp. 


Submiſſion ion, c © The A id not he td: as + if 
to. the ſove- , if 
reign a con- they were pleading for a licentious reſiſtance; as l 


friencious ( ſubjectt were left to their good - will and pleaſure, 
r when they are to obey, and when to 7%. No, 
neceſſity. my lords, they know they are obliged by ali the ties 


TR. * oecial creatures and Chriſtians,” for wrath and 
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ev, exception we aſſert the revolution to be. 
Tis with this view of neceſſity only, — 
£ neceſſity of preſerving our laws, liberties, and 
c religion; tis with 57. limitation that we 0 to 
4 de underſtood, when any of us ſpeak of reſiſtance 
cin general. The nec . ty of the reſiſtance at the 
at time eee to N 
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1 wall 8 theſe extracts with: a 1 to 


the prinee of Orange's declaration, in which he gives 


the nation the fulleſt aſſurance that in his enterprize 
he was far from the intention of introducing any 


conſcience 1 10 ſubmit to their * The 
commons do not abet humourfome factious arms : 
they aver them to be rebellious, But yet they 
maintain, that that reſiſtance at the Revolution, 
which was ſo egfae, was lawful and Juſt from 
* that neceſſity. 

. © Theſe general rules of 1 may, upon a 
'* real neceſſity, admit a lawful exception; and ſuch a 


Right of 


reſiſtance 
how to be 


underſtood. 


change whatever in the fundamental law. and con- 
ſtitution of the ſtate... He conſidered the object of 
his enterprize, not to be a precedent for further 
revolutions, but that it was the great end of his ex- 
pedition to make ſuch revolutions, ſo far as hu- 
man power and wiſdom could provide, unneceſſa-. 


* 
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25 A1 mag FAS, who have been unjuſtly turn 
all forthwith reſume their former em- 


e as well as all the boroughs of Eng- | 


nd ſhall return again to their antient preſcrip- 


© tions * charters - and more particularly, that 


-G : > © bs 


\ 


— 


ed to th 


| 8 8 82 ) : 
©. the atient charter of the great and famous city 
'+..of London ſhall be again in force. And that 


_ - © the writs for the members of parliament ſhall 


bes addreſſed to the proper officers, according ta 
s. law and cuſtom. — D 
And for the doing of all other things, which the 
_ © two houſes of parliament ſhall find neceſſary for 
the peace, honour, and ſafety of the nation, fo that 
there may be no danger of the- nation's falling, at 
FE : OF time bereafter, under arbitrary government. 


11 85 Extras 1 the Prince of Oranges additional De 


1X 4 1 0 


: « Wwe: are confident that no \perſons e can «king 12 
hard thoughts of . us, as to imagine that we have 
any other deſign in this undert „than to pro- 
cure a ſettlement of the religion, f '6f the liberties 
and properties of the ſubijects, upon ſo Jure a  founda- 
tion, that there may be no danger of the nation's re. 
lapſing into the lite miſeries 4 any time hereafter. 
And, as the forces that we have brought along with 
© us are utterly diſproportioned to that wicked de- 
8 ſign of conquering the nation, if we were capable 
of intending it; / the great numbers of the principal 


* a a G 6 K 


Principal * nobility 8 gentry, hor are men of emment quality 


— dr nd efates, and perſons of known integrity and zeal, 
well aged - both far the religion and government of England, 
nd, * many of them alſo being diſtinguiſhed by their I 
crown ſe> © « fidelity to the crown, who do both accompany us in 
re, 4 ; . this expedition, and have earneſtly ſolicited us 
defign of in- « to it, wi ever us from all ſuch malicious 850 
novation, 4 3 NN 
the ſpirit, and upon one occaſion in | the 
hes „ 0 this declaration, the ſtatutes paſſed in 
that reign made ſuch proviſions for preventing theſe 
: Lak Font N any thing ſhort of 8 
8 . . bh 5 
| 25 ä 8 


(% ). 


bf king; lords, and commons for the deſtruſtion of 
the liberties of the nation, can 'n any _— EY 


make us liable to ſimilar perils. n that dre 
and, I hope, not to be looked for 7 any opinion 


of a right to make revolutions, grounded on this 8 
precedent, would be but a poor reſource. -—Dread- 


ful indeed would be our ſituation. 


| Theſe are the doctrines held by the Whigs of 

be Revolution, delivered with 8 much ſolemnity, 
political dog- 

mas were ever promulgated 88 nd few beginning of 


and as authentically at leaſt, as 


the world. If there' be any difference between 


their tenets and thoſe of Mr. Burke it is, that the 


old Whigs oppoſe themſelves {till more ſtrongly 
— he 2 1 . the doctrines which are now 
ſo much induſtry by thoſe who 
boa be * their ſucceſſors. 
It will be faid perhaps, that the old Wh Whigh, in in 
order to guard themſelves againſt popular 


pretended to aſſert tenets contrary to thoſe” which | 
they Gt held. This, if true, would prove, what 
Mr. Burke has uniformly afferted, that the extrava» 
gant doctrines which he meant to expole, were diſ- 
agreeable to the body of the people; who, though 
they perfectly abhor a deſpotic government, cer- 


tainly approach more nearly to the love of paltignted 
monarchy, than to any thing which bears the 


pearance even of the. beft republic. But. if theſe 5 8 
old Whigs deceived the people, their conduct was 
unaccountable indeed. The 2 their power, 
knowy,. to the 5 


as every one converſant in 

greateſt peril for the „ 
on this h 
new kind of martyrdom. . E 
as little credit to their integrity as theit wiſdem: 


f opinions which, 


' It makes them at once hypocrites and fools. 1 2 


think of thoſe great men very differently. 1 hold 


| them to have * What the world thought them, 
e e 95; 1 men 


ypathefis, they did not hold. It is 3 
This ſuppoßitien do RE: 


— 
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men of deep underſtanding, open ſncerity, 1 
clear honour. However, be that matter as it may; 
5 _ theſe old Whigs pretended to be, Mr. Burke 
This is enough Noe bim. 
x do indeed admit, that though Mr. Burke has 
roved that his opinions were thoſe of the old 
hig party, ſolemnly declared by one houſe, in 
ö effect and. fubſtance by both houſes of parliament, 
tis teſtimony ſtanding by itſelf will form no proper 
defence for his opinions, if he and the old Whigs 
AC were both of them in the wrong. But it is his 
pPreſent concern, not to vindieate theſe old Whigs, 
| | but to ſhew his agreement with them. —He appeals 
to them as judges : he does not vindicate them as 
culprits. It is current that theſe old politicians 
knew little of the rights of men; that they loſt 
their way by groping about in the dark, and fum- 
bling among rotten parchments and muſty records. 
. Great lights they ſay are lately obtained in the world; 
and Mr. Burke, inſtead of ſhrowding himſelf in ex- 
5 ploded ignorance, ought to have taken advantage of 
the blaze of illumination which has been 1 pread 
about him. It may be ſo. The enthuſiaſts af this 
tt.tme, it ſeems, like their predeceffors in another 
_ > faQtion of fanaticiſm, deal in 7700 r plen- 
17 85 ſays of them, theß 
555 Have bghts, where watt eyes are blind, 
As pigs are ſaid to ſee the wind.” 


13 The author of the Reflections has beard a great a 
Yea): concerning the modern lights; but he has 
not yet had the good fortune to /ze much of them. 

1 1 as read more than he can juſtify to any 
ttting but the ſpirit of curioſity, of the works of 
8 hs © theſe illuminators of the world. He has learn- 
ed nothing from the far greater number of them, 
than a full "gag of their ſhallowneſs, levity, 
3 ver nce e and Ignorance. 5 
ty 5 * : 


—_— ——_ 


— 


yore _ 


£5: 


Where the old danket whom. "Or has kit and 
the old men whom he has converſed with, have 
left him in the dark, he is in the dark ſtill. IF 
_ others, however, have obtained any of this extraor- 
dinary light, they will uſe it to guide them in their 
reſearches and their conduct. I have only to wiſh, 
that the nation may be as happy and as proſperous A 
under the influence of the new light, as it has been 
in the ſober ſhade of the old obſcurity. As to the 
reſt, it will be difficult for the author of the Re- 
flections to conform to the principles of the avowed 
leaders of the party, until theyappear otherwiſe than 
| negatively. All we can gather from them is this, 
that their principles are diametrically oppoſite to 
his. This is all that we know from authority. 
Their negative declaration obliges me to have re- 
courſe to the books which contain poſitive doc- 
trines. They are indeed, to thoſe Mr. Burke holds, 
diametrieally oppoſite; and if it be true, (as they 
have ſaid, I hope haſtil y) that their opinions differ 
ſo widely, it ſhould 550 they are the moſt likely . 
to form the creed of the modern Whigs. 235 
I have ſtated what were the avowed ſentiments of 
the old Whigs, not in the way of argument, but 
narratively; it is but fair to ſet before the reader, 
in the ſame ſimple manner, the ſentiments of the 
modern, to which they ſpare neither pains nor ex- 
i= to make proſelytes. I chooſe them from the 
books upon which moſt of that induſtry and expen- 
diture in circulation have been employed; I chooſe 
them not from thoſe who ſpeak with a politic ob- 
ſcurity; not from thoſe who only controvert the 
opinions of the old Whigs, without advancing any 
ol their own, but from thoſe who ſpeak plainly and 
affirmatively. The Whig reader may make his 
choice between the two doctrines. 
The doctrine then propagated by theſe ſocieties, 


5 hien gentlemen think OY * to be very 
tender ; 


(86 ) 


tender in diſcouraging, as nearly as poſſible in 
their own words, 4s as follows: that in Greats 
Britain we are not only without a good conſtitu - 
tion, but that we have, no conſtitution.““ That, 
& tho? it is much talked about, no ſuch thing as a 


c conſtitution exiſts, or even did exiſt ; and conſe. 


„ quently that the people bave a conſtitution yet ta 
«© form; that ſince William the Conqueror, the 
* country has never yet regenerated ii/elf, and is 
© therefore without .a conſtitution. That where 
<« it cannot be produced in a viſible form, there is 


e none. That a conſtitution i 18 A thing antecedent | 


to government; and that the conſtitution of a 
country is not the act of its government, but of 
<< a people conſtituting a government. That every 
i thing in the Engliſh overnment is the reverſe 
_ * of what it ought to be, and what it is ſaid to be 
ein England. That the right of war and peace 
< reſides in a metaphor ſhewn at the Tower, for 
% fix pence or a ſhilling a- piece.— That it 


_ © niſies not where the right reſides, whether 1 in the " 


* crown or in parliament, War is the common 
* harveſt of thoſe who participate in the diviſion 
* and expenditure of public money. That the 


<< portion of liberty enjoyed in England is juſt 
66 enaugh to enflave a country more Pane | 


* than by deſpotifim.” 


So far as to the general ſtate a the Britiſh confti. 


| tution-—As to our houſe of lords, the chief virtual 

repreſentative of our ariſtocracy, the great ground 
and pillar of fecurity to the landed intereſt, and that 
main link by which it is connected with the law and 
the crown, theſe worthy ſocieties are pleaſed to tell 


us, that, whether we view ariſtocracy before, or 


* behind, or ſide. ways, or any way elſe, domeſtically 
© or publicly, f it is ſtill a monſter. That ariſtocracy 


& in France had one feature leſs in its countenance 


* than what i it has 3 in fome other. countries ; - it did 
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« not compoſe a body of hereditary legiſlators. | * 
was not a corporation of ariſtocracy — for — 


it ſeems that profound legiſlator Mr. De la Fay- 
cette deſcribes the houſe of peers. That it is 


kept up by family tyranny and injuſtice - that 
there is an unnatural unfitneſs in ariſtocracy to be 


+ legiſlators for a nation—that their ideas of diſ- 
< tributive juſtice are corrupted at the very ſource; 
« they begin life by trampling on all their younger 


e brothers, and fiſters, and relations of every kind, 

e and are taught and educated fo to do.— That che 
« idea of an iereditary legiſlator is as abſurd as an 
< hereditary mathematician, That a body holding 


„ themſelves unaccountable to any body, ought to. 
he truſted by no body—that it is continuing the 


* uncivilized principles of governments founded in 
* conqueſt, and the baſe idea of man having a pro- 


« perty in man, and governing him by a perſonal” 


e right—that ariſtocracy has a tendency to dege- 


* nerate the human ſpecies,” &c. &c. 
As to our law of primogeniture, which with few 
and inconſiderable exceptions is the ſtanding law of 


all: our landed inheritance, and which — queſ- 
tion. has a tendency, and I think a moſt happy 
tendency, to preſerve a character of conſequence, 


weights and prevalent influence over others in the 
whole body of the landed intereſt, they call loudly ' 
for its deſtruction; | They do this for political rea- 
ſons that are very ma reſt, They have the con- 
idence to ſay, © that it is a law againſt every law 
of nature, and nature herſelf: calls for its deſtruc-- 

* tion, Eftabliſh family juſtice, and ariſtocracy -- 


* falls. By the ariſtocratical law of primogeni- 
„ tureſhip, in a family of fix children, five are 


* expoſed. Ariſtocracy has never but one child. 5 
The reſt are begotten to be devoured. They 
e are thrown to the cannibal for prey, and the na - 


6 5 tural Faden prepares the unnatural a 4 
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As to the houſe of commons, PETE treat it 1 | 


worle than the houſe of lords or the crown have 
been ever treated, Perhaps they thought they had a 


greater right to take this amicable freedom with 


thoſe of their own family. For many years it has 
been the perpetual theme of their invectives.— 
* Mockery, inſult, uſurpation, are amongſt the 


| beſt names they beſtow upon it. They damn it 


* 


in che maſs, by declaring that it does not ariſe 
out of the inherent rights of the people, as the 


national aſſembly does in France, and whoſe 


+ name deſignates its original,” Fe 


Of the charters and corporations, to whoſe rights. 


a few years ago, theſe gentlemen were ſo trem- 
blingly alive, they ſay, < that when the people of 
* Fugland come to reflect upon them, they will, 
„like France, annihilate thoſe badges of opprel- 


oh + ſion thoſe traces of a gen ug nation.“ 


all ſeditious attacks upon it, with a greater degree 


As to our monarchy, had formerly been 
more tender of that drink 8 t 
for a good reaſon; The laws had guarded againſt 


of ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. The tone of theſe gen- 


Ragan 18 Ae altered ſince the French Revolu- 
hey now. declaim as vehemently againſt 
the monare y, as in former occaſions ey a 


_ ouſly flattered and ſoothed it. 


When we ſurvey the Sterched condition of 


“man under the monarchical and hereditaryſyſtems 


© of government, dragged from his home by one 


e. MG ee or driven by another, and impoveriſhed 


taxes more than by enemies, it becomes evi- 
£6: dent that thoſe Iyſtems are bad, and that a ge- 
e neral revolution in the principle and conftraion. 


| "_ of overnments is necellary. - 


hat is government more than the thanage- 


e 5 of the affairs of a nation ? It is not, and 
$6 iron its nature e be, the JOY of 151 A 
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= particular man or family, but of thewhole coin: 


“ munity, at whoſe expence it is ſupported ; and 
« though by force or contrivance it has been uſurp- 
« ed into an inheritance, the uſurpation cannot 
« alter the right of things. Sovereignty, as a mat- 
ter of right, appertains to the nation only, and 
not to any individual; and a nation has at all 
« times an inherent. indefeafible right to aboliſh 
any form of government it finds inconvenient, 
&< and: eſtabliſh ſuch as accords with its intereſt, 

« diſpoſition, and happineſs. The romantic and 
“ barbarous diſtinction of men into kings and ſub- 
« jects, though it may ſuit the condition of cour- 
* tiers, cannot that of citizens; and is exploded 
* by the principle upon which governments are 
e now founded. Every citizen is a member of 


« the ſovereignty, and, as ſuch, can acknowledge 


* no perſonal ED and his obedience can be 
1 only to the laws.” | 

Warmly e to us the example of 
France, where 8 have deſtroyed monarchy, 105 
ſay . 125 

% Monarchical bt the enemy of man- 
« kind, and the ſource of miſery, is aboliſhed; and 
5 ſovereignty itſelf is reſtored to its natural and 
« original place, the nation. Were this the caſe 
« throughout Europe, the cauſe of wars would be 
5 e 9 ” 5 


1 85 But, after all, dat 5 is this metaphor called * 


* 


* crown, or rather what is ; monarchy ; is it a thing, 
or is it a name, or is it a fraud; Is it a con- 


e triyance of human wiſdom, or "of human craft 


to obtain 7 from a nation under ſpecious 


* pretences ? Is it a thing neceſſary to a nation? 
« If it is, in what does that neceſſity conſiſt, what 


5 ſervices does it e „ what is its buſineſs, and 


«6 what g 


( 


cc what: are its merits; Doth the virtue conſiſt. in 
the metaphor, or in the man? Doth the gold- 
e fmith that makes the crown make the . al- 
& ſo? Doth it. operate like Fortunatus's wiſhing- 
< cap, or Harlequin's wooden ſword ? Doth it make 
2 man 2 conjuror ? In fine, what is it? It ap- 

«pears to be a ſomething going much out of 
60 faſhion, falling into ridicule, and rejected in one 

& countries both as unneceſſary and expenſive. In 
« America it is conſidered as an abſurdity ; and in 


<« France it has ſo far declined, that the goodneſs | 


<« of the man, and the reſpect for his perſonal cha- 
< rater, are the only things that nen Fe: FO 
< pearance of its exiltence,”” 


Mr. Burke talks about What he S an the. 
reditary crown, as if it were ſome production of 
Nature; or as if, like Time, it had a power to. 
operate not only independently, But in ſpite of 
man; or as if it were a thing or a ſubject uni · 
verſally conſented to. Alas it has none of thoſe 
properties, but is the reverſe of them all.” It is a 


8 8 3 1 8 


« thing in imagination, the propriety of which is 


more than doubted, and the (REY: of which 
7 in a few years. will be denied. 1 PS 


- 8 a * - Lo 


- if J aſk the 1 the” OE REY 2 


© merchant, the tradeſman, and down through all 


<« the occupations of life to the common labourer, 


_ 4 what ſervice monarchy is to him? he can ive 
e me no anſwer. If Taſkhim what monarchy is, 
. © he believes it is ſomething like a ſinecure. 


- - ” * — 3 - - 7 2 


F 64 Ihe French conſlitution as, that che right 
of war and peace is in the nation. Where elſe. 


* ſhould it reſide, but i in thoſe who. are to pay. the 


6 expence? | : 


yo In an this right 3 is faid to reſide in a ne. | 
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&« zaphor, en at the tower, for ſixpence of a 
< ſhilling a piece: So are the lions; and it would 
“ be a ſtep nearer to reaſon to ſay it reſided in 
« them, for any inanimate metaphor is no more 
« than a hat or a cap. We can all ſee the abſurdi- 
« ty.of worſhipping Aaron's molten calf, or Nebu- 
„ chadnezzar's golden image; but why do men 
continue to practice themſelves the 9 
6 they deſpiſe 1 in others ?” 


The Revolution 40 1 8 had 
been objects of the highelt veneration to the old 
Whigs. They thought them not onl proofs of 
the ſober and ſteady f irit of liberty w which guided 
their anceſtors; but of their wiſdom and dent | 
care of poſterity —The modern Whigs have quite 
other notions of theſe events and actions. They da 
not deny that Mr. Burke has given truly the words 
of the acts of parliament. which ſecured the ſuc, 
ceſſion, and the juſt ſenſe of them. Wd attack Z 
not him but the law. | 


Mr. Burke (ſay they) has done ſome ſervice, Fa 


© not to his cauſe, but to his country, by bringing 
« thoſe clauſes into- public view. They ſerve to 
* demonſtrate how neceſſary it is at all times to watch 
* againſt the attempted encroachment of power, 
% and to prevent its running to exceſs. It is ſome; 


e what extraordinary, that the offence for which Fees 


« James 1I, was expelled, that of ſetting up power 
e by aſſumption ſhould be re- acted, under another 

* ſhape and farm, by the parliament that expelled 
* him. It ſhews that the rights of man were but 


10 imperfectly underſtood at the Revolution; for 


certain it is, that the right which that parliament = 
« ſet up by aſſumption (for by delegation it had it not, 
and could not have it, becauſe none could give it) 
** over the perſons and freedom of poſterity for ever, 
was of! the ſame n unfounded kind which 
"64 James 


/ 
\ 


* 


Fe 


1 


| u Fes attcmpted-1 to ſet up over a parliament” 
e and the nation; and for which he was expelled, 
The only difference is, (for in principle they dif. 

& fer not), that the one was an uſurper over the 
* living, and the other over the unborn; and as 
the one has no better authority to ſtand upon 
than the other, both of them muſt be 225 8 

0 null and void, and of noeffect. "15" = 


* 1 


<« As the eſti mation of al nge is by pairs | 

« « the Revolution of 1688, however from circum. 

e ſtances it may have been exalted beyond its va: 

* le, will find its level. It is already on the wane; 
„ eclipſed by the enlarging « orb of reaſon, and the 
_- Rp luminous revolutions of America and France: In 
= <« leſs than another century, it will go, as well as IW * 
| « Mr. Burke's. labours, to the fami yault of all . Þ 
«the Capulets. Mankind will then ſcatcely believe n 
e gat a country calling itſelf free, would ſend u i > 
Holland for a man, = tlothe him with Power, on. te 
& gurpoſe 10 put themſelves in fear of him, and give 
im alnioft @ million fterling a-year for leave u P 
« ſubmit themſelves and their r Pefeerity, like bend. nin ” 


and bend-women, for ever.” .. hi 
Ir. Burke having ſaid that the king holds his I © 
cron in contempt of the choĩce of the Revolu- IN ®! 
& tion ſociety, who individually or collectively have tri 


not,“ (as moſt certainly they have not) * a vote 1 
e for a king amongſt them, they take occaſion from II '* 
& thence ta infer, that a 1 5 who does not hold 143 
6) © his crown Li En, 8 es the 8 e 
"Ne The King X England; 99s fas he: 00, "Holds bis ww 
crown ig it does not. 7 to | the Agen 
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7 or. whether. there i is any King at all, or whether 
e the people chuſe a Cherokee Chief, or a Heſhan 


% Huſſar for a King, it is not a matter that I 


« * trouble myſelf about—be that. to themſelves ; 
but with reſpect to the doctrine, ſo far as it re- 
lates to the Rights of Men and Nations, it is 

% as abominable as any thing ever uttered in the 

« molt enſlaved country under heaven, Whether 

« it ſounds worſe to M ear, by not being accuſ- 

e tgmed- to hear ſuch nv potiſm, ys what it does 

« to the ear of another perſon, I am not ſo well a 

judge of; but of its abominable Principle I 


| F< x am at no 106 to. judge... 75 


Theſe ſocieties. of modern Whigs puſh their i in- 
ſolence as far as it can go. In order to prepare the 


minds of the people for treaſon and rebellion, the 
repreſent the king as tainted with principles of def 


potiſm, from the circumſtance of his having do- 
minions in Germany. In directdefiance of the moſt 
notorious truth, they deſctibe his government there 
to be a eſpotiſm ; whereas it is a free conſtitution, 
in which, the ſtate of the electorate have their 
part in the government; and this privilege has 
never been infringed by the KIDgs or, that I have 
heard of, by any of his predeceſſors. The confti- 
tution.of the electoral dominions has indeed a dou- 
ble control, both from the laws of the empire, and. 
from the privileges of the country. Whatever 
rightsthe king enjoysaseleQtor, have been always pa- 
rentally exerciſed, and the calumnies of theſe ſean- 
dalous ſocieties have not been authorized by a —_ 
complaint of oppreſhon. _ 

When Mr. Burke ſays that e his: e 8 


© heirs and ſucceſſors, each in their time and order, 


* will come to the erown with the /ame contempt 
of their choice with which his majeſty has ſuc- 
* ceeded to that he wears,” it is ſaying too much 
« even to the humbleſt individual in 'the country ; 
part of * daily labour Foe NOI making 
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« manners, nor its language? If there exiſted a a man 


: > iÞ FY ) 


© ſo tranſcendantly wiſe above all others, that his 
<« wiſdom was neceſſary to inſtruct a nation, ſome 
< reaſon might be offered for monarchy ; but when 
< we caſt our eyes about a country, and obſerve 
* how every part underſtands its own affairs; and 
cc when we look around the world, and ſee that of 


all men in it, the race of kings are the moſt in. 


= ſignificant in capacity; out reaſon cannot 55 to 


708 alk us—What' Oh thoſe men * for . * 


Tbeſe are | the notions which, under ihe idea of 
| Whig principles, ſeveral perſons, and among them 
perſons of no mean mark, have affociated them. 
ſelves to propagate. I. will not attempt in the 
fmalleſt degree to refute them. This will probably 
be done (if ſuch writings thall be thought to deſerve 
any other than the rar. ys criminal juſtice) by 
others, who may think with Mr. Burke, and wi 
the ſame zeal. Le has performed his part. I ſhall 
content myſelf with ſhewing, as thortly as the matter 
will admit, the danger o giving to them, either 
WOO or tacitly, the ſmalleſt countenance. 

There are times and circumſtances, in which 
not to ſpeak out is at leaſt to connive. Many 
think it enough for them, that the principles 
e by theſe clubs and ſocieties enemies 
to their country and its conſtitution, are not owned 
by the modern Whigs in parliament, who ate Jo 
warm in condemnation of Mr. Burke and his Hook 
and of courſe of all the principles of the ancient 
conſtitutional Whigs of this kingdom: Certainly 


they are not owned. But are they condemned with 


the ſame zeal as Mr. Burke and his book are con- 
demned ? Are they condemned at all? Are they 
reſected or diſcountenanced in any way! whatſoever! 
> uy” man who would 5 examine into the de. 


* Vindication of the Rights of Man, re commended by th: 
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« up the million ſterling a year, EY the n 


* gives the perſon it ſtyles a king. Government 


with inſolence is deſpotiſm; but when contempt 
4e js added, it becomes worſe; and to pay for con- 


< tempt is the exceſs of flavery. This, ſpecies of 


« Government comes from Germany; and re- 


* minds me of what one of the Brunſwick ſoldiers 


told me, who was taken priſoner by the Ameri- 


|< cans in the late war: Ah! faid he, America 


eig a fine free country, it is worth the people's 
c fighting for; I know the difference by knowing 
my own : in my country, if the prince ſays, Eat 
frau, we eat firaw.” bas 'God help that coun 
« thought J, be it England or elfewhere, whoſe fl. 
1 berties are to be protected by German principles 
58 * of Government, and eras of Brunſwick ! We” 
e Tt isſomewhat curious to obſerve, that although 
* the ople. of England have been in the habit 


t of talki ng about kings, it isalways a Foreign Houſe 


« of kings; hating Foreigners, yet governed 2 | 
10 TL] is now the houſe of Brunſwick, one of 
ee be hat > 4 
If Government be what Mr. Burke deſcribes | 
« it, © a contrivance of human wiſdom,” I might 
« aſk him, if wiſdom was at ſuch a low ebb i in Ene — 
land, that it was become neceſſary to import it 
8. from Holland and from Hanover ? But I will 8 
< the country the juſtice to ſay, that was not the 


< caſe; and even if it was, it miſtook the cargo. 
4 The wiſdom of every country, when properly 
5 exerted i is ſufficient for all its purpoſes ; ; and there 
could exiſt no more real occaſion in England 10 
have ſent for a Dutch Stadtholder, or a Ger- 
cc man 
done a fimilar thing. If a country does not un- 
© derſtand its own irs how is a foreigner to un- 


40 * derſtand then, who knows neither its laws, its 
5 1 MN W 


lector, than there was in America to have 5 
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| meanour and principles of thoſe ſacieties, and that 
too very moderately, and in the way rather of ad. 
monition than of puniſhment, is ſuch: a man even 
decently treated? Is he not reproached as if, in 
- .condemning ſuch principles, he had belied the con- 
duct of his whole life, ſuggeſtin that his life had 
been governed by principles ſimilar to thoſe which 
he now reprobates? The French ſyſtem is in the 
mean time, by many active agents out of doors, rap- 
turouſly praiſed; The Britiſh conſtitution is coldly 
tolerated, But theſe conſtitutions are different, both 


inthe foundation andin the wholeſuperſtruQuure; and 


it is plain, that you cannotbuild up the one but on the 
ruins of the other. After all, if the French be a ſupe- 


rior ſyſtem of liberty, why ſhould we not adopt it? 


To what end are our praiſes? Is excellence held out 
to us only that we ſhould not copy after it? And 
What is there in the manners of the people, or in the 
5 climate of France, which renders that ſpecies of re- 
public fitted for them, and unſuitable to us? A ſtrong 
MY marked difference between the two nations 
- ought to be ſhewn, before we can admit a conſtant 

affected panegyrick, a ſtanding annual commemora- 


tion, to be without any tendeney to an example. 


But the leaders of party will not go the length 
of the doctrines taught by the ſeditious clubs. Lam 


ſure they do not mean to do ſo. God forbid! | 


Perhaps even thoſe who are directly carrying on 
the work of this pernicious foreign faction, do 45 
all of them intend to produce all — miſchiefs w hich 
muſt inevitably follow from their having any ſuc- 

ces in their proceedings. As to leaders in 7 
em 


| - tits) nothing is more common than to ſee 
blindly led. The world is governed by go- be- 


tweens. Theſe go-betweens influence the perſons 


with whom they carry on the intercourſe, by 
ſtating their own ſenſe to each of them as the 


455 {enle 15 the other; and thus they reciprocally 
maſter both ſides. It is firſt buzzed about the 


ears of leaders, - that their friends without doors 
| « are 


— 


(0 9 


10 very me er in ſome meaſure, or very warm 
t about dus 0 nion that you muſt not be 
& too rigid with them: They are uſeful perſons, and 
<« zealous in the cauſe. They may be à little wrong; 
© but the ſpirit of iherty muſt not be damped; and 


« by the influence you obtain from ſome degree & 


& comrntrionce: with them at preſent, you may be. 
+. enabled to ſet them right hereafter?” ?“ | 
Thus the leaders are at firſt drawn to a conni⸗ 


Fance with fentiments and proceedings, often to- 


tally different from their ſerious and deliberate 


notions: But their acquieſcence anſwers every 
3 if ry | 


| rich no better than fuch powers; the ber 
tweens aſſume a new repreſentative character. 


at beſt was but an acquieſcence, is magnified into 


an authority, and thence into à deſire on the part 


of the leaders; and it is carried don as ſuch to the 


ſubordinate members of parties. By this artifice 


they in their turn are led into meaſures which at 


firſt perhaps few of them wiſhed at all, or at leaſt | 
did not deſire vehemently or ſyſtematically. 

There is in all parties, between the principal lead 
ers in parliament, and the loweſt followers out of 
doors, a middle fort of men; a ſort of e reſtrian 


order, who, by the ſpirit of that middle ſituation, 


are the fitteſt for preventing things from running | 


to exceſs; But indeciſion, tho” a-yice of 'a totally 


different character, is the natural accomplice of vi- 


olence. The irreſolution and timidity thoſe who 


compoſe this middle order, often preyents the = 


*. 57 controlling Reusten The fear of differing | 
and of 


th the r bf leaders on the one hand 
| — deſires of the muftitude an the 


other, wr * to giye a careleſs and paſſive aſ- 


ſent to meaſures in which they never were conſulted: 

and thus things proceed, by a fort of activity of 
"mes: until while _ GCE middle "ind 

an 


\ 


„ 
and followers, are all hurried with every appear. 
ance, and with many of the effects, of unanimity, 
into ſchemes, of politics, in the ſubſtance of which 
no two of them were ever fully agreed, and the 
_ © brigin and authors of which, in this circular mode 
of communication, none of them find it-polible 
to trace. In my experience I have ſeen much of 
this in affairs, which though trifling in compa- 
riſon to the preſent, were yet of ſome importance 
to parties; and I have known them ſuffer by it. 
The ſober part give their ſanction, at firſt through 
inattention and levity; at laſt they give it through 
neceſſity. A violent ſpirit is raiſed, which the 
perſiding minds, after à time, find. it impracticable 
to ſtop at their pleaſure, to control, to regulate, 
/%))% / ͤ ( oe apo To Fol] 
; This ſhews, in my opinion, how very quick and 
aawakened all men ought, to be, who are looked 
up to by the, public, and who deſerve that confi- 
dence to prevent a ſurpriſe on their opinions, when 
dogmas are ſpread and projects purſued, by which 
the foundations of ſociety. may be affected. Beſore 
they liſten even to moderate alterations in the gov- 
ernment of their country, they ought to take care 
that principles are not propagated for that purpoſe, 
which are too big for their object. Doctrines limit. 
ed in their preſent application, and wide in their 
general principles, are never meant to be confined 
to What they at firſt. pretend. If I were to forma 
prognoſtic of the effect of the preſent machinations 
on the people, from their ſenſe of any grievance they 
| ſuffer under this conſtitution; my mind would be at 
A eaſe. But there is a wide difference between the; 
multitude, when they act againſt their government 
from a ſenſe of grievance, or from zeal for ſome. 
opinions, when men are thoroughly poſſeſſed with 
ttlat Seal, it is difficult to calculate its force. It is 
| certain that its power is by no means in exact 
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| proportion to its reaſonableneſs, It muſt pn bv | 
Pen, diſeoverable by perſons of reflection, but it 
is now obvious to the world, that a theory con- 
cerning government may become as much a cauſe 
of fanaticiſm as a dogma in religion. There is a 
boundary to men's paſſions when they act from 
feeling; none when they are under the influence 
of imagination. Remove a grievance, and, when 
men act from feeling, you go a great way towards 
quieting a commotion. But the good or bad con- 
duct of a government, the protection men have en- 
joyed, or the oppreſſion they have ſuffered under it, 
are of no ſort of moment, when a faction roceeding 
upon ſpeculative dunds, is choroughly heated 
againſt its form. When a man is, from ſyſtem, furious 
againſt monarchy or epiſcopacy, the good conduct of 
tte monarch or the biſhop has no other effect than 
further to irritate the adverſary. He is provoked 
at it as furniſhing a plea for preſerving the thing 
which he wiſhes to deſtroy. His mind will be 
heated as much by the ſight of a ſceptre, a mace, 
or a verge, as if he had been daily bruiſed and 
wounded. by thoſe ſymbols of authority. Mere 
ſpectacles; mere names, will become ſufficient cauſes | 
to ſtimulate the people to war and tumult. 
- Some gentlemen are not terrified by the facility 
with which. government has been overturned in 
pee "The people of France, they fay, had no- 
3 loſe in the deſtruction of a bad conſtitu- - 
tion; but though not the beſt poſſible, we have 
ſtill a good ſtake in ours, which wil hinder us frpm 
delperate riſques. Is this any ſecurity at all againſt 
thoſe who ſeem to perſuade themſelves, and who 
labour to perſuade others, that our conſtitution is 
an uſurpation in its origin, unwiſe in its contrivance, 
miſchievous in its effects, contrary to the rights of 
man, and in all its parts a perfect nuiſance? What 
motive. has any rational man; who thinks i in. that 
A+ * | 8 | H . 2 | 
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manner, to. {pill his blood, or even . to. riſque 2 
ſhilling of his fortune, or a moment of his leiſure, 
to preſerve. it ? If he has any duty relative to it, his 
duty is to.deſtroy it. A conſtitution on ſuffęrance is a 
conſtitution condemned. Sentence is already paſſed 
upon it. The execution is only delayed. On the 
principles of theſe gentlemen it neither has, nor 
ought to have, any ſecurity. So far as regards them, 
it is left. naked, without, friends, partizans, afſer- 


> 
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Let us examine into the value of this ſecurity 

upon the principles of thoſe who, are more ſober; 
of thoſe who think, indeed, the French conſtitution 
better, or at leaſt as good, as the Britiſh, without 
in reprobating their own. Their ſecurity, amounts 
in reality to nothing more than this; —that the dif- 
eee their republican ſyſtem and the 


— > 


Britiſh Umited monarchy is not worth a; civil war. 
This opinion, I, admit, will prevent people, not 
very. enterpriſing in their nature, from an active un- 
dertaking againſt the Britiſh conſtitution. But it 
is the pooreſt defenſiye principle that ever was in- 
fuſed into the mind of man againſt the attempts of 
thoſe who will enterpriſe. It will tend totally to 
remove from their minds that very terror of a 
civil war, which is held out as our ſole ſecurity. They 
who think fo well of the French conſtitution, cer- 
tainty will not be the perſons to carry on a War to 
prevent. their obtaining à great benefit, or at worſt 

| a, fair exchange. They will not go. to battle in 
favour of à cauſe in which their defeat might be 


0), my . . mh. SS 1, hoſe, popes fk. bag, bot Ga. 
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more adyaRtageous to the public than their victory. 
They muſt at leaſt tacitly abet thoſe who endeavour 
to make converts to a ſound opinion; they. muſt diſ. 
_ countenance thoſe who would oppoſe its propaga- 
tion. In proportion as by theſe means the enter- 
 prifing party is ſtrengthened, the dread of a ſtruggle 
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is leſſened. See what an encoura 8 


err hat an ement this is to 
the enemies of the conſtitution! A few aſſaſſina- 


tions, and a very great deſtruction of property, we 


know they conſider as no real obſtacles in the way 
of a grand political change. And they will hope, 
that here, if antimonarchical opinions gain ground, 
3s they have done in France, they may, as Ny 4 5 


accomplith a revolution without a mar. 
They who think ſo well of the French conſtitu- 


tion cannot be ſeriouſly alarmed by any progreſs 
made by its partizans. Proviſions fr ſecurity are 
not to be received from thoſe who think that there is 
no danger.—No! there is no plan of ſecurity to be 
liſtened to but from thoſe who entertain the ſame 
fears with ourſelves ; from thoſe who think that the 
thing to be ſecured is a great blefling ; and the 
thing againſt which we would ſecure it a great 


- 


miſchief.” Every perſon of a different opinion muſt 


be careleſs about 3 3 
I believe the author of the Reflections, whether 


he fears the deſigns of that ſet of people with 


reaſon or not, cannot prevail on himſelf to deſpiſe 
them. He cannot deſpiſe them for their numbers, 
which, though ſmall, compared with the ſound 
art of the community, are not inconſiderable: 
Ne cannot look with contempt on their influ- 


ence, their activity, or the kind of talents and _ 
tempers which they poſſeſs, exactly calculated for 
the work they have in hand, and the minds they 
chiefly apply to. Do we not ſee their moſt c 


fiderable and accredited miniſters, and ſeveral & 


their party of weight and importance, active in ſpread- 
ing miſchievous opinions, in giving ſanction to ſedi- 

tious writings, in promoting ſeditious anniverſaries? 
and what part of their deſcription has diſowned them 


or their proceedings? When men, circumſtanced as 


theſe are, publickly declare ſuch admiration of a 


foreign conſtitution, and fuch contempt of pur own, 
1 — ; 6 it 
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t would be, in the author of the e thighs | 


ing as he does of the French conſtitution, infamouſl y 
to cheat the reſt of the nation. to their ruin, to fay 
there i is no danger. 


In eſtimating danger, we are obliged to take i into | 
our Kaleuland the. character and diſpoſition of the 
enemy into whoſe hands we may chance to fall. The 


genius of this faction is eaſily diſcerned by obſer⸗ 
ving with what a very different eye they have viewed 


' the late foreign revolutions. Two have paſſed be- 


fore them. That of France and'that of 3 The 
ſtate of Poland was ſuch, that there could ſcarcely 
exiſt two opinions, but that a reformation of itz 
conſtitution, eveti at ſome expence of blood, might 
- be ſeen without much diſapprobation. No confu- 
tion could be feared in ſuch an enterpriſe ; hecauſe 


the eſtabliſhment ta be reformed was itſelf a ſtate of 
gonfuſion. A king without authority; nobles 


without union or ſubordination ; + 8 people without 


arts, induſtry, commerce or liberty ; no order with- 


in; no defence without; no effective public force, but 
a foreign force, which entered anaked country at will, 
and diſpoſed of every thing at pleaſure. Here was a 
ſtate of things, which ſeemed to invite and might 
perhaps juſtify bold enterprize and'deſperate expe- 


riment. But in what manner was this chaos 


brought into order! ? The means were as ſtriking 
to the imagination, a8 ſatisfactory to the reaſon, Tag 
Toothing to the moral ſentiments. In contemplating 
that change, humanity has every thing to rejgice and 
to gloty in ; nothing to be aſhamed of, nothing to 
fuffer. So far as it has gone, it propablyis the moſt 
pure and defecated public good Which ever has 
been conferred on mankind. We have ſeen anar- 


. > 
a 


chy and ſervitude at once removed; a throne 


; Arengthenes for the protection of the people, with- 
out trenching on their liberties; all foreign cabal 
baniſhed, by changing the crown from elective to 
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"hereditary ; and what was a matter of pleaſing \ won 


der, we have ſeen a reigning king, from an heroic 


love to his country, exerting, himſelf with all the toil, 
the dexterity, the management, the intrigue, in fa. 
vour of a family of ſtrangers, with which ambitious 
men labour for the aggrandiſement of their own Ten 
millions of men in a way of being freed gradually, 
and therefore fafely to themſelves and the ftate, not 
from civil or political chains, which, bad as they 
are, 6nly fetter the mind, but from ſubſtantial per- 
ſonal bondage. Inhabitants of cities, before without 
privileges, placed in the conſideration which belongs 
to that improved and connecting ſituation of ſo- 
cial life. One of. the moſt proud, numerous, and 
fierge bodies of nobility and gentry ever known in 


the world, arranged only in the foremoſt rank of 


free and generous citizens. Not one man incurred 


loſs, or ſuffered degradation. All, from the king 


to the day-labourer, were improved i in their condi- 
tion, Every thing was kept in its place and order; 
but in that place and order every thing was bet- 


tered. To add to this happy wonder (this unheard- 


of conſunction of wiſdom and fortune) not one 
drop of blood was ſpilled; 3 na treachery; no out- 
rage z no ſyſtem of ſlander more cruel than the 
ſword ; no ſtudied inſults on religion, morals, or 
manners; x no ſpoil; no confiſcation; no citizen beg- 
garedl; None, impriſoned; none exiled : thewholewas 
effected with a policy, a diſcretion, an unanimity 


and ſecrecy; ſuch as have never been: before known 


on any ocaſion; but ſuch wonderful conduct was re- 
ſerved for this glorious; conſpiracy in favour of the 


true and enuine rights and intereſts of men. 


Happy people, if they know to proceed as they 


have begun ! Happy prince, worthy to begin with 


ſplendor, or: to cloſe with glory, a race of Patriots 


| pl of kings: and to leave 


A name, which every wind to heav'n ould bear, 
Fe Which men to tell, and angels } Joy to hear. 
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To dig all—this e as in the. inflane it is, 


contains in it the che . all further improvement; 
and may be conſidered ; 15 in a regular progreſs, be. 

| tauſe founded on 1 „towards the 
ſtable excellence of a 1 f conſtitution. 5 


„ 


un wet for. Congratulation. and for 


ieſtve rememt 15 ce through ages. Here moraliſts 
t 


d divides mi nter relax i in 1 their temperance 
to ihne the eir humanity. But mark the cha. 
rater of our faction. All their enthuſiaſm: is. kept for 


the French revolution. ..They cannot pretend. that 
france had ſtood ſo much in need of a change as 
Poland. They cannot . that ft has nat. obtained 
2 2. better ſyſtem of liberty or of government than it 
7257 ed b efore, The) cannot afſert, that it coſt more 


den. But the cold 5 ſubordinate light i in "which 
9520 e k upon the Ea the pains they take to 


ſe gs ave us no 


„ 


r ence we Aale in — — comparative. en 
15 turn the ſcale with the ſocieties in favour of 
France. Ferrum 57 quod amant. The frauds, the 


violences, the ſacrileges, the havock and ruin of fa- 


milies, the diſperſion and exile of the pride and 
flower of a great country, the diſorder, the confa- 
ſion, the anarchy, the Violation of property, the 
cruel Murder, the inhuman confiſcations, and in the 


end N 


— 


„„ 
end the inſolent domination of bloody, ferocious, and 
ſenſeleſs clubs. Theſe ate the things which they 
love and admire; What imen admire and love, they 
would ſurely act. Let us ſee what is done in France; 
and then let us undervalue any the ſlighteſt danger 
of falling into the hands _ ſuch a mercileſs 9 
favay e faction! att 
But the leaders of the faQtions e are too 
4 mg to fucceed in this their undertaking.” I hope 
But ſuppoſing them wild and abſurd, is there 
4 > Ganger but Won wile and reflecting men? Per- 
haps the greateſt miſchiefs that have happened in 
the world, have happened from perſons as wild as 
thoſe we think the wildeſt. In truth, they are the 
fitteſt beginners of all great changes. Why en- 
courage men in a miſchievous proceeding, becauſe 
their abſardity may diſappoint their malice? © But 
a ih them may give them conſequence.” Cer- 
But the ale noticed ; and they are noticed, 
not 8 cephrock, but with that kind of countenance 
which is given by an apparent concurrence (not a 
real one, I am convinced) of a great party, in the 
praiſes of Hey objed which _ hold out to imita- 
tion. 1 
But I bear a language fill more extraordinary, 
and indeed of ſuch a nature as muſt ſuppoſe, or 
leave, us at their merey. It is this You know 
their: promptitude i in writing, and their diligence in 
„caballing; to write, ſpeak, or act againſt them, 
© will only ſtimulate them to new efforts.'—Tis way 
of conſidering the principle of their conduct pays 
but a poar compliment to theſe gentlemen. They 
pretend that their doctrines are infinitely beneficial 
to mankind; but it ſeems they would keep them 
to themſelves, if they were not greatly provoked. 
They are benevolent from ſpight. Their oracles are 
like thoſe 'of Proteus 3 ſome people think 
they reſemble in many particulars) who never would 
273 Pe. 1 give 
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give his reſponſes unleſs you uſed him as il as 
poſſible. Theſe cats, it ſeems, would not give out 
| their electrical light without having their backs 
well rubbed. But this is not to do them perfe& 
juſtice. They are ſufficiently communicative. Had 


they been quiet, the propriety of any agitation of to 


pies on the origin and primary rights of government, 
in oppoſition to their private ſentiments, might poſ- 
ſibly be doubted. But as it is notorious, that they were 


proceeding as faſt, and as far, as time and circumſtan. 


ces would admit, both in their diſcuſſions and cabals 
Has it is not to be denied, that they had opened a cor- 
reſpondence with a foreign faction, the moſt wicked 
the world ever Jaw, and eſtabliſhed anniverſaries to 
commemorate the moſt monſtrous, cruel, and per- 
_ Edious of all the proceedings of that faQtion—the 
queſtion is, whether klieir conduct was to be re- 
garded in ſilence, lt qurinterferenice thould render 
them outrageous? Then let them ar as the 
pleaſe with the conſtitutions, | Let the lad ady Wer 
tive, leſt the raviſher ſhould be driven to 1 75 
Reſiſtence will only inervaſe his defires, Yes, 
truly, if the reſiſtance be feigned and feeble... But 
they who are wedded to the conſtitution will not 
a& the part of wittols. They will drive. luck Fe, 
ducers from the houſe on the firlt appearance! of 


their love- letters, and offered aſſignations. But if 


the author of the Reflections, though a vigilant, Was 
not a diſcreet guardian of the conſtitution, let them 
who have the {ame regard to it, ſhew themſelves as 
vigilant and more {kilful in repelling the attacks of 
| ſeduction or violence. Their freedom from jealouſy 
is equivocal, and may ariſe as well from indifference 


to the object, as confidence in her virtue. On their 


principle, it is the reſiſtance, and not the aſſault which 
produces the danger. I admit, indeed, that if we 
eſtimated the danger by the value of the writings, it 
would be litile worthy of our attention: contemptible 
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theſe writings are in every ſenſe. But they are not 
the cauſe, but the diſguſting ſymptonis, of a frightful 
.diſtemper. They are not otherwiſe of conſequence, 
than as they ſhew the evil habit of the bodies 
from whence they come. In that light the meaneſt 


of them is a ſerious thing. If however I ſhould 


under - rate them; and that they are not the reſult, 
but the cauſe of the diſorders I ſpeak of, ſtill thoſe - 
who circulate. operative poiſons, and give, to what- 
ever force they have by their nature, the further 
operation of their authority and adoption, are much 
to be cenſui ed, watched, and if poſſible, repreſſed. 
At what diſtance the direct danger from ſuch 
factions may be, it is not eaſy to fix. An adapta- 
tion of circumſtances to deſigns and principles is ne- 
ceſſary. But theſe cannot be wanting for any long 
time in the ordinary courſe of ſublunary affairs. 
Great diſcontents frequently ariſe in the beſt con- 
ſtituted governments, from cauſes which no human 
wiſdom can forcſee, and no human power can pre- 
vent. They occur at uncertain periods, but at pe- 
riods which are not commonly far aſunder. Go- 
vernments of all kinds are adminiſtered only b 
men; and great mittakes, tending to inflame theſe 
diſcontents may concur. The indeciſion of thoſe who 
kappen to rule at the critical time, their ſupine ne- 
glect, or their precipitate and ill-judged attention, 
may aggravate the public misfortunes. In ſuch a 
late of things, the principles, now only ſown, will 
ſhoot out and vegetate-in full luxuriance. In ſuch 
circumſtances the minds of the people become ore 
and ulcerated. They are put out of humour with all 
public men, and all public parties; they are fatigued 


with their diſſentions; they areirritated at their coa--. - 


litions; they are made eaſily to believe, (what much 
pains are taken to make them believe) that all oppo- 
ſitions are factious, and all courtiers baſe and ſervile. 
From their diſguſt at men, they are ſoon led to quar- 

Tn.” | . rel 
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„el Win r Rade government, which the 
_ prefume gives nouriſhment to the vices,” real or 
ſuppoſed, of thoſe who adminiſter in it. Miſ. 
taking malignity for ſagacity, they are ſoon led to 
caſt off all hope from a good adminiſtration of affairz, 
and come to think that all reformation depends, not 
on a change of actors, but upon an alteration in the 
machinery. Then will be left the full effect of en. 
couraging doctrines which tend to make the eiti: 
_ zens deſpiſe their conſtitution. Then will be felt 
the plenitude of the mĩſchief of teaching the people 
to believe, that all antient inſtitutions are the reſults 
of i ignorance; and that all-preſcriptive government. 
is in its nature uſurpation. Then will be felt, in 
all its energy, the danger of encouraging a ſpirit of 
1 in perſons of that immature and imper- 
ect ſtate of knowledge which ferves to render them 
| ſuſceptible of doubts but incapable of their ſolution. 
Then will be felt, in all its aggravation, the perni- 
cious conſequence 'of deſtroying all doetlity in the 
minds of thoſe who are not formed for finding their 
own way in the labyrinths of political theory, and 
are made to reject the clue, and to diſdain the g uide. 
Then will be felt; and too late will be agknow- 
* 2d, the ruin which follows the disjoining of re- 
ligion from the ſtate; the feparation of morality 
5 policy ; and the. giving” conſcience no concert 


and no coactive or coercive force in the moſt mate · 


rial of all the ſocial ties, the principle of our {Pls 

gations to government. 
I know too, that belides this vain, contradic- 

tory, and ſelf-deſtructive ſecurity, which ſome men 
derive from the habitual attachment of the people 
to this conſtitution, whilſt they ſuffer it with a ſort 
of ſportive acquĩeſcence to be brought into con- 
tempt before their faces, they have other grounds 
for removing all apprehenſion from their minds. 


oF are of Read that there are too — a 
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of great hereditary eſtates. and influence in the POR 
dom, to ſuffer the eſtabliſhment of the levelling 


ſyſtem which has taken place i in France. This is | 


very true, if in order to guide the power, which now 
attends their property, mei men poſſeſs the wiſdom 


which is involved in earl y fear. But if through a 
ſupine ſecurity, to which ſuch fortunes are peculiarly 
liable, gy negle& the uſe of their influence in the 
ſeaſon of their power, on the firſt derangement of 
ſociety, the nerves of their ſtrength will be cut. 


Their eſtates, inſtead of being the means of their 


ſecuxity, will became the very cauſes of their 
danger. Inſtead of beſtowing influence they wilt 
excite rapacity. They will be looked, to as a 
rey. 

1 (duch will be the impotent condition of thoſe men 
of great hereditary eſtates, who indeed diſlike the 

deſigns that are carried on, but whoſe diſlike is ra- 
ther that of ſpectators, than of parties that may be 
concerned in the cataſtrophe of the piece. But riches 
do not in all cafes ſecure even an inert and paſſive re- 
ſiſtance;. There are always, in that deſcription, men 
whoſe fortungs, when their minds are once vitia- 
ted by paſſion or by evil principle, are by no 
means. a ſecurity. from their actually taking their 


part againſt the public tranquillity, We fee to 


yhat low and deſpicable paſſions of all kinds many 
men in that claſs are ready to ſacrifice the patri- 
monial eſtates, which might be perpetuated in 
their families with ſplendor, and with the fame of 
hereditary benefactors to mankind from generation 
to generation. Do we not ſee how lightly people 
treat their fortunes. when under the influence of 
tlie paſſion of gaming? The game of ambition or 
reſentment will be played by many of the rich and 
great, as deſperately, and with as much blindneſs 
to the conſequences, as any other game. Was he 
2 man of no * or fortune, who firſt ſet on foot 


the 
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the diſturbances which have ruined France ? Pt 


fion blinded him to the conſequences, fo far as th 
concerned himſelf; and as to the conſequences wi i 

rd to others, "they were no part of his confi. 
deration;; nor ever will be with thoſe who bear any 


reſemblance to that - virtuous patriot- and lover of 
| the rights of man. 


There is alſo a time of Suſceurity; ales: in- 
tereſty of all forts become objects of ſpeculation, 
Then it is, that their very attachment to wealth and 
importance will induce ſeveral perſons of opulence 
to liſt themſelves, and even to take a lead with 


the party which they think moſt likely to prevail, in 


order to obtain to themſelves conſideration in ſome 
new order or diſorder of things. They may be 
led to act in this manner, that they may ſecure ſome 


portion of their own property; and perhaps to be. 
come partakers of the ſpoil of their own order. 
Thoſe who ſpeculate on change, always make a 


great number among people of rank and fortune, E 
well as amongſt the low and the indigent. 


What ſecurity againſt all this? All human ſecu⸗ | 


rities are liable to uncertainty. But if any thing 


bids fair for the prevention of ſo great a calamity, 


it muſt conſiſt in the uſe of the ordinary means of 
juſt influence in lociety, whilſt thoſe means conti- 


nue unimpaired. The public judgment ought to 
receive a proper direction. All weighty 1 men may 


1* 


have their ſhare in ſo good a work. As yet, n 


withſtanding the ſtrutting and lying independence 
of a braggart philoſophy,” nature maintains her 


rights, and great names have great prevalence. 
Two ſuch men as Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, adding 


to their authority in a point im which they coneur, 


even by their diſunion in every thing elſe, might 


&own theſe wicked opinions out of the kingdom. 


But if the influence of either of them, or the influ- 


| VT Tr men like them, ſhould, againſt their ſerious 
intentions, 


—— 


7 


R A ͤ pers Wen CTRL ͤ44 en re ng 


Why; 


. 15 


intentions, be otherwiſe perverted, they may coun-⸗ 


tenance opinions which (as I have ſaid. before, and 
could wiſh over and over again to preſs) they may 
in vain attempt to control. In their theory, 
theſe doctrines admit no limit, no qualification 
whatſoever. No man can fay how far he will 
go, who joins with thoſe who are avowedly going 
= the utmoſt extremities. What ſecurity is there 
for as ſhort at all in theſe wild conceits ? : 
neither more nor leſs than this—that the 
moral ſentiments of ſome few amongſt them do 
put ſome check on their ſavage theories but let us 
take care. The moral ſentiments, fo nearly con- 
nected with early prejudice as to be almoſt one and 
the ſame thing, will affuredly not live long under a 


| diſcipline which has for its baſis the deſtruction of 


all prejudices, and the making the mind proof againſt 
all dread of conſequences flowing from the pretend- 
ed truths that are taught by their philoſophy. _ 
In this ſchool the moral ſentiments muſt grow 
weaker and weaker « every day. The more cautious 
of theſe teachers, in laying down their maxims, 
draw as much of the concluſion as ſuits, not with 
their premiſes, but with their policy. They truſt the 


reſt to the fagacity of their pupils. Others, and 


theſe are, the moſt vaunted for their ſpirit, not 

only lay down the ſame premiſes, but ' boldly 
draw the concluſions to the deſtruction of our 
whole. conſtitution in church and ſtate. But 
are theſe concluſions truly drawn? Yes, moſt cer- 
tainly. Their principles are wild and wicked. But 
let. juſtice be done even to phrenſy and villainy. 


| Theſe teachers are perfectly ſyſtematic. No man 
who aſſumes their grounds can tolerate the Britiſh 


conſtitution in church or ſtate. Theſe teachers 
profeſs to ſcorn all mediocrity ; ; to engage for per- 
fection; to proceed by the ſimpleſt and ſhorteſt 
courſe. They build their politics, not on conve- 

| | | e nience 
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nience but on truth; and they profeſs to condug 


men to certain happineſs by the aflertion of thei 
andoubted rights. With them there is no come 
promiſe. All other governments are uſurpationg, 
which juſtify and even demang reſiſtance. 
heir principles always go to the extreme. They 
who go with the principles of the ancient Whiggy 
which are thoſe contained in Mr. Burke's book, nes 
ver can go too far. They may indeed ſtop ſhort of 
ſome hazardous and ambigugus excellence, which 
they will be taught to poſtpone to any reaſonable des 
gree of good they may actually poſlels. They will be 
taught that in every action of importance a duty iy 
included. The opinions maintained in that book ne« 
ver can lead to an extreme, becauſe their foundation 
is laid in an oppoſition to extremes. The foundation 
of government is there laid, not in imaginaryrights of 
men, (which at beſt is a confuſion of judicial with 
civil principles) but in political convenience, and i 
human nature; either as that nature is ugiyerſal, of 
Aas it is modified by local habits and ſocial aptitudes 
The foundation of government, (thoſe who have read 
that book will recolle&) is laid in a proviſion for.out 
wants, and in a conformity to our duties; it is 0 
pur vey for the ono; it. is to enforce the other, Theſe 
doctrines do of themſelves gravitate to a middle 
point, or to ſome point near à middle. They ſuppoſe 
indeed a certain portion of liberty to be eſſential tg 
all good government; but theyinfer that this liberty 
is to be blended into the government; to harmonize 
with its forms and its rules; and to be made ſibors 
dinate to its end. Thoſe who are not with that book! 
are with its oppoſite. For there is no medium be- 
tides the medium itſelf. That medium is not ſuchs 
decaule it is found there; but it is found there, be- 

| cauſe it is conformable to truth and nature. In 
this we do not follow the author ; but we and the 
author travel together upon the fame ſafe and middls 
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** ingentorum annorum fortuna, diſciplinaque, compages 
5 hire coaluit; que convelli fine convellenttum” exitto non 


ſtruck out at an heat by a ſet of preſumpt 
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Bur the wm fruit of wiſe Kay. 1 


11 is be refalt of the thoughts of many mids; p 
in many ages. It is ng fimple, no faper- 


clock, -is however ſufficiently confident to 


together at his pleaſure, a moral machine 
compoſed of far an wheels, and ſprings, a 


powers. Men little think how immorally 
they act in raſhly meddling with what they do 


is no fort of excuſe for their preſumption: 
They who truly mean well muſt be fearful of 


antages/pointed out to wiſe and re 
minds ;- but it is of too high an order of excel. 
lence to be adapted to thoſe which are common. 
I takes in too many views, it makes too many 
mbina tions, to be ſo much as comprehended 


found thinkers will know it in its reaſon and 
ſpirit.” The leſs enquiring will recognize it in 
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bs leaſt as true of the Britiſh eonſtitution Oc. 


b * poet.” — This Britiſh conſtitution has not been. 
men, like the 2 e of > aan | 


fetal thing, nor to be eſtimated by ſuper- Fe 
ficial underſtandings. An ignorant man, 
who is not fool enough to meddle with his 
think he can ſafely. take to pieces, and put 
of another guiſe . rtance and 98 5 


balances, and counteraQitig and co-operatitig' 
not underſtand, their delufive good intention 
eng itt. The Britiſh cohftitution. ma ay have. 

v ecting 
Mallow and ſuperficial underſtandings. Pro- 1 


their feelings and their experience. I hey will 


9 1 


i moſt eſſential point of this great concern, will. 
3 e on a 1125 with _ moſt wiſe and Eno. 


If we we dd not take to our ald the Seen gu- 
dies of men reputed intelligent and learned, we 
ſhall be always beginners. But in effect, men 

muſt learn ſomewhere ; and the new teachers 5 
mean no more than what they effect, that i is, t 
deprive men of the benefit of the collected wiſ- 
| dam of mankind, and to make them blind diſ- 
eiples of their own particular preſumptien. 

"alk to theſe deluded creatures, (all the diſciples 
and moſt of the maſters) who are taught o 
think themſelves ſo newly fitted up and ww ff 
ed, and you will find nothing in their ow 
but the refuſe of Knaves Acre; nothin 
rotten ſtuff, worn out in the ſervice g deln delu en 
and ſedition in all ages, and which being new! „ 1 
furbiſhed up, patched, and varniſhed, ſerves 
well tek for thoſe who being unacquainted. 
with the conflict which has always been main- 
tained between the ſenſe - and the nonſenſe of 


_ - mankind, know nothing of the former exiſtence 


and the antient refutation of the ſame follies. 
It is near two thouſand years ſince it has been 
obſerved, that theſe devices of ambition, ava-' 
rice, and turbulence, were antiquated. They 
are, indeed, the moſt antient of all common 
: places; common places; ſometimes of good and 
neceflary. cauſes; more frequently of the worlt, 
but which decide upon neither. Eadem ſemper 
cauſa, libido et auaritia, et mutandarum rerum amor. 
Crterum libertas et ſpecioſa nomina pretexuntur'z nec gui 
quam alienum ſervitiam, et dominationem Abi concuphoit, 
* non cadem iſta vocabula uſurparet. 
Rational and experienced men, tolerably well. 
9 known, and have always known, how to diſtin- 
guiſh between true and falſe. liberty; and be- 
_ teen the: 5 a city and the Tar pre- 


2 ( 3 
= tebes to init is true. But none, except tho; 


who are profoundly: ſtudied, can co rehend 


' the elaborate contrivance of a fabric f itted to 
unite private and public liberty with public 
force, with order, with Peace, with juſtice, and, 


above all, with the: contrivances formed for- A 


- beſtowing permanence and ſtability. N 
s, upon this invaluable whole. 


1 Place, for inſtance, before your eyes, ſuch a. 75 


man as Monteſquieu. Think of a genius not 
born in every country, or every time; a man 
gifted by nature with a -penetrating aquiline 
eye; with a judgment prepared with the moſt 
extenſive erudition; with an herculean robuſt- 
neſs of mind, and nerves not to be broken 
with labour; a man who could ſpend twenty 
years in one purſuit. Think of een like the 
univerſal patriarch in Milton (who had drawn 
up before him in his prophetic viſion the whole 
ſeries of the generations which were to iſſue 
from his loins) a man capable of placing in re- 
view, after having brou x gg together, from the . 
- eaſt; the weſt; the north, and the ſouth, from 
the coarſeneſs of the rudeſt barbariſm to the 
moſt refined and ſubtle civilization, all the 
ſchemes of government which had ever prevail - 
_ ed amongſtmankind, weighing, meaſuring, col- 
lating, and comparing them all, joining fact 
with theory, and calling into council, upon all 
this infinite aſſemblage of things, all the ſpecu- 
lations which have fatigued the underſtandings 
of profqund reaſoners in all times Let us then 
conſider, that all theſe were but ſo many pre- 
paratory ſteps to qualify a man, and ſuch a 
man, tinctured with no national prejudice, with 
no domeſtic affection, to admire, and to hold 
out to the admiration of mankind the confſtitus 
tion of England! And ſhall we Engliſhmen re- 
e to ſuch a ſuit ? Shall we, when ſo much 
e . RT 4. maore 
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* I went on, inſen{ibly* drawing this eo n- 


; 8 thoſe only claim to know 1 that t 


| | . excelent and philofop 


Vn 2 inſtance, whonr all the l 
. ſtudy them until we: know how and what 


4 * mn meer wo ee — 4 


| vercrate whero-we « ate not edle YN f t 


0 anceſtofs, men not without a rational, though 
5 5 without am excluſive confidenet in themſelves ; 


- ſelves in the ſhots of, the}: raving 455. fer 
gar teachers men#incapable; of- being _ 
hey have 
never doubted; from whom wie tan learn: no- 
thing but their owny: Indocility ; 5 who: would 
teach us to ſcorn what in the filence of. * 
hearts we ought to adore ? 

Different from them are: all che great eritics; 


_ have taught us one eſſential rule. I think 
hie artiſt. a: nie - 


„as well as a perfect 

er ſomething like-i it, in his own 

1 This, That if ever we ſhoutd' 
diſpoſed not toadimire thoſe writers, Der _ 
; med ha 


„ not to- follow our own fancies, but 


e ought to admire; and if we cannot ms 


1 


ive at this c combination of admiration with 
_ knowledge, rather to believe that eee 


* comprehend... . 3 'S Wo. 

Suth-were our fathers to. vhom we ov | 
Ho . inheritance.” Let us - improye it 
with zeal, but with- fear. Let us follow our 


Who, by reſpecting. the reaſon of others, who 
. by loom backwart as well as forward, by 
{ty as well as by the energy of their 


—_ pa _— — * perfection . 
„ ney 
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never.dep tin pike 5 
ples, nor eke any ies. ey which hack 
not a ſubſiſting raot in the las, conſtitu tin, 
and uſages of the kingdom. Let thoſe WhO hg 
the truſt of polktigal Gr of natural authoritye vc 
keep watch againſt. the deſperate enterprizes 
of innovation; let even their benevolence be. bes 
fortified and. armed. They have before their 

eyes the example of a monarch, „ 125 | 
degraded, confined, d poſed ; his. family 5 SY 
5 dei ſbattered: cs * his wife inſulted 
too his face like the vileſt of the ſex, by. e 2 

Vvileſt of all populace ;.- himſelf three time . Fo 
dragged by theſe wretches in an infamous tri- 
| . As rer, daun. ogg him, en 


. 


my 
. A "Oo - * * 
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he in b fed 2 — Ts 
MN: 15 his pres corrupted and _- 
impoveriſhed, diſu- 

| thios the bars of his 


2 in. abe, and in Obie 8 
who tear each other to pieces about the wh | 
-effectual means of obtaining their common 
„ the one contending, to preſerve for a 
while his name and his perſon, the more eaſily 
to deſtroy the royal authority—the other cla 
' mouring..to cut off the name, the perſon and 
355 monatchy together, by one ſaerilegious 
execution. All this grcumulation of calamity; - 
| ens greateſt _ ever = upot 8 he * F . RTE 
en u * PAs L he ad left 1 
wy” * > _ 25 . 1 1 5 | 
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virtues unguarded by caution ; becauſe he Was 
not taught that where power is concerned, he 

who will confer benefits muſt take ſecurity a. | 

gainſt ingratitude, _ Bp Eon po RB 


I thought here to cloſe what: I had to ſay, 
wiſhing not to enter further into the diſcuſſions 
_ which diyerge and ramify in all ways from this 
productive ſubject. But there is one topic upon 
which I hope Iſhall be excuſed in going a little 
beyond my deſign. The factions now ſo buſy 
__ amongſt us, in order to diveſt men of all love 
for their country, and to remove from their 


minds all duty with regard to the ſtate, + 


_ endeavour to propagate. an opinion, that the 
a 8 in forming their commonwealth, have 
* 


no means parted with their power over it. 


This is an impregnable citadel, to which theſe 
_ gentlemen retreat whenever they are puſhed 
by the battery of laws and uſages, and poſitive 
conventions. Indeed it is of ſuch and of fo 
great force, that all they have done in defen- 
_ ding their out works is ſo much time and labour 
thtrown away. Diſcuſs any of their ſchemes 
their anſwer, is—It is the act of the people, and 
that is ſufficient. Are we to deny to à mejornty of 
the people the right of altering even the whole 
| Frame of their ſociety, if ſuch ſhould be their | 
pleafure? They may change it, ſay they, from 
_ . a monarchy to a republic to-day, and to- mor- 
row back again froma-republic to a monarchy ; 
and ſo backward and forward as often as they 
like. They are maſters of the commonwealth'; 
| becauſe in ſubſtance they are themſelves the 
_ commonwealth. The French revolution, ſay 
they was the act of the majority of the people; 
and if the majority of any. other people, the 
people of England for inſtance, wiſh to make 
the lame change they have the ſame right. 25 
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- Ja the ſame. undoubtedly. That is none = 

at all. Neither the few nor the many have a 
right to act merely by their will, in any matter 

connected with duty, truſt, engagement, or ob- 


ligation. The conſtitution of a country being 


once ſettled upon ſome compact, tacit. or ex- 
prefled, there is no power exiſting of force to. 
alter it, without the breach of the covenant, or 


the eonſent of all the parties. Such is the na- 
ture of a contract. And the votes of a majority 


of the people, whatever their infamous flatter- 


ers may teach in order to corrupt their minds, 
cannot alter the moral any more than they can 
alter the phyſical eſſence of things. Fhe people 

are not to be taught to think lightly of their en- 


gagements to their governors; elſe they teach . 
_ governors to think lightly of their engagements 8 
towards them. In that kind of game in the end 


the people are ſure to be loſers. To flatter. 
them into a contempt of faith; truth, and juſ- 
tice, is to ruin them, for in theſe: virtues conſiſts 
their whole ſafety. To flatter any man, or a- 
ny part of mankind, in any deſcription, by aſ- 


ſerting, that in engagements he or they are free : 


whilſt any other human creature is bound, is 


ultimately to veſt the rule of morality in the | 


| Pleaſure of thoſe who 1 8 to be rigidly 985 
mitted to it; to ſubject the ſovereign reaſon of 
the world to the FEES of weak and giddy 


men. 5 
But, as no one of us men can dice with. 


public or ptivate faith, or with any other tie of. 
moral obligation, ſo neither can any number of 


us. The 5 855 engaged in crimes, inſtead of 


turning them into laudable acts, only augments 


the quantity. and the intenſity of the guilt. I. 
am well aware, that men love to hear of their. 


bower, but have an extreme diſreliſh to be told 
: of their dity. This i is of courſe ;. becauſe every 
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: duty is 2 limitation of ſome power. ' aged br. : 
1» bitrary power is fo much to the depraved taſte 
of the aber, of the vulgar of every deſcrip- 
tion, that almoſt all the diſſenfions which lace- 
rate the commonwealth, are not concerning the 
manner in which it is to be exerciſed, but con- 
cerning the hands in which it is to be placed. 
Somewhere they are reſolved to have it. Whe- 
ther 2 defire it to be veſted in the many or 
the few, de nds with moſt men upon the chance 
uhich thef imagine they themſelves may have 
of partaking in the exerciſe of that arbitrary: | 
tay, in the one mode or in the other. 
It is not neceſſary to teach men to thirſt after 
power. But it is very expedient that, by mo- 
fal inſtruction, they ſhould be tau ht, and by 
their civil conftitutions they ſhould be compel- 
led, to put many reſtrictions upon the immedi- 
ate exerciſe of it, and the inordinate deſire. 
The beſt method of obtaining theſe two great 
points forms the important, but at the fame 
time the difficult problem to the true ſtateſman. 
Hie thinks of the place in which political power 
is to be ladged, with no other attention, than as 
it may render the more or the leſs practicable, 
its ſalutary reſtraint, and its prudent direction. 
For this reaſon no legiſlator, at any period of 
the world, has willingly placed the ſeat of ac- 
tie power in the hands pf the multitude : Be- 
__ cauſe there it admits of no control, no regula- 
tion, no ſteady direction whatſoever. The peo- 
ple are the natural control on. authority; ; hor 
to exercife and to control together 1 is contradic: 
__ - ory and impoſſible. 
- _ . ,s the exorbitant exercife of power cannot, 7 
amder popular ſway, be effectually reſtrained, 
the other great object of political arrangement, 
the: means of bee an e GEE: of. Us "th 


— JW — — 1 
Sao 18 i ide t —_—c 
< - = * 2 
. ** : l , 5 
F * _— 
” 


———. —— — ———— — ͤ 4 1D — i ee 


Þ in died A ſtate {ill Gott Provide for. The ie 


democratic commonwealth : is the foodful 
nurſe of ambition. Under the other forms it 


meets with many reſtraints. Whenever, in 


ſtates which have had a democratic baſis, they 
have endeavoured to put reſtraints upon: ambi- 
tion, their methods were as. violent, as in the 


end they were ineffectual as violent indeed as 


any the moſt jealous deſpotiſm could invent. 


The oſtraciſm could not very long ſave itſelf, 


and much leſs the ſtate which it was meant to 
guard, from the attempts of ambition, one of 
the natural inbred incurable diſtempers of a 
powerful democracy. 


But toreturn from this ſhort aigreffion, which 0 
however! is not wholly foreign to the queſtion 
of the effect of the will of the majority upon the 


form or the exiſtence of their ſociety. 

cannot too often recommend it to the ſeri- 

dus conſideration of all men, who think ci- 
vil ſociety to be within the province of. moral 
Juriſdiction, that if we owe to it any duty, 


it is not ſubjet to our will. Duties are 


not voluntary. Duty and will are even contra- 


diftory terms. Now though ſociety might be 
at firſt a voluntary act (which in many cafes it 


undoubtedly was) its continuance is a covenant. 


Men without their choice derive henefits from 


it, without their will are ſubjected to duties, 


and enter into a virtual obligation as binding 
as any that is actual; indeed more fo, as we de- 
rive from it benefits of much longer continu- 


ance, and much greater and more effential than 


the firſt contracting parties could have obtain- 
ed from their agreement. Indeed much the 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt moral obligations are ſuch 
as were never the reſults of our choice. If in- 


feed there n no ſupreme ruler, wiſe to form 


{ 
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and potent to enforce the moral law, I know 
of no ſanction to any contract, actual or virtual, 
aàgainſt the will of prevalent power. The firſt 
ueſtion decides upon the laſt. Into that queſ- 


tion indeed all the reſt reſolve themſelves ulti- 
mately. We have but this one * * 


irrebſtible power: : 


wy genus 7 EPR et 1 A, cemmitrs arma, 
AM 2 Deus memres Tandi mw nefands. 


- Fakiog' it for. granted that I do not write . 
the diſciples of the Pariſian philoſophy, I may 
aſſume, that the awful author of our being 1s 
the author of our place in the order of exiſt- 
ence; and that having diſpoſed and marſhalled 
us by a divine tactic, not according to our 
will, but according to his, 'he has, in and by 
that diſpoſition, virtually ſubjected us to a&t 
the part which belongs to the place aſſigned 
us. We have obligations to mankind at large, 
Which are not in conſequence of any ſpecial 
voluntary pact. On the contrary, the force of 
all the pacts which we enter into with any of 
them, depends upon. thoſe prior obligations. 
When we marry, the choice 1s voluntary, but 
the duties are not matter of choice. - They, are 
_ dictated by the nature of the fituation. Dark. 
andi inſcrutable are the ways by which we come 
into the world. The inſtincts which give riſe 
to this myſterious proceſs of nature are not of | | 
our making. But out of phyſical cauſes, un- 
known to us, perhaps unknowable, ariſe Mey 
ral duties, which as we are able perfectly 
comprehend, we are bound indiſpenſably 
perform. Children are not conſenting to r 
relation, but their relation, without their ac- 


5 tual conſent, "Hinds, them to its duties; or ra- 
| JJ 
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ther it implies their conſent, becauſe the pre- 
ſumed conſent of a rational creature is in uni- 
ſon with the pre- diſpoſed order of things. 
Men come in that manner into a community 
with the ſocial ſtate of their parents, endow- 
ed with all the benefits, loaded with all 
the duties of their ſituation. If the ſocial ties 
and ligaments ſpun out of thoſe relations, 
which are the elements of the commonwealth, 
in moſt cafes begin and always continue inde- 
pendently of our will, ſo does that relation 
called our country, which comprehends as it. 
has been well ſaid, all the charities of all,” 
bind us to it without any ſtipulation on our 
part. Nor are we left without powerful 
inſtincts to make this duty as dear and grateful 


to us as it is awful and coercive. Our country 


is not a thing of mere phyſical locality. It 
conſiſts, in a great meaſure, in the ancient 
order into which we are born. We may have 
the ſame geographical ſituation, but another 
country, as we may have the ſame country 
in another ſoil. The place that determines 
Hour duty is a ſocial civil relation.” 7 
Theſe are the opinions of the author whoſe 
Laufe I defend. I lay them down not ſo nuch 
to enforce them upon others by diſputation 
but as an account of his proceedings. On them 
de acts; and from them he is convinced that 
neither he nor any. man, or number of men, 
have a right except what neceſſity which is out 
of and above all rule, rather impoſes than be- 
ſtows) to free themſelves from that primary 
engagement into which every man born into 
a community as much cbntracts by his being 
born into it, as he contracts an obligation to 

| certain parents by his having been derived 
| from their bodies. The place of every man 
8 8 determines 
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determines his duty. If you ask, len to 
Deus eſſe juffit © You will be anſwered when vou 
reſolve this other queſtian, Humane ns parte a, 
: fs ms: 6 
I admit, indeed, that in morals, as in all things 
elſe, difficulties will ſometimes occur. Duties 
will ſometimes croſs one another. Then que. 
tions will ariſe, which of them is to be placed 
4n ſubordination ; which of them may be en- 
tirely ſuperſeded ? Theſe doubts give riſe to 
- that part of moral ſcience called ca/uifry; which, 
though neceſſary to be well ſtudied by thoſe 
who would become expert in that learning; 
who aim at becoming what, I think Cicero 
ſomewhere calls, aruyffces officiorum ; it requires a 
very ſolid and diſcriminating judgment, great 
modeſty and caution, and much ſobriety of 
mind in the handling; elſe there is a danger 
: that it may totally. ſubvert thoſe offices which 
it is its object only to methodize and reconcile. 
Duties, at their extreme bounds, are drawn very 
fine, ſo as to become almoſt evaneſcent. In that 
Rate, ſome ſhade of doubt will always reſt on 
theſe queſtions, when they are purſued with 
great ſubtilty. But the very habit of ſtating 
"theſe extreme caſes is not very laudible or fate; 
becauſe, in general, it is not right to turn cur 
duties into doubts. They are impoſed to, So- 
vern our conduct, not to exerciſe our ingenuity; 
FAN! therefore, our © Rs about them ought 


YO 1 in e contain a Ow ſummary of all the 
objects of moral inveſtigation, and hint che reſult of our en: 
; quiry : There human will has no place. 

Quid fumus? et quidnam wieturi gignimur ? ordo 
Quſs datus? et metæ quis mollis flexus et unde? 
Quis modus argento ? Quid fas optare ? Quid aſper 2 
Itile nummus habet? Patriæ chariſque propinquis 
nn elargiri debeat ?—Quem te Deus eſſe 
. Fewer: humana qua parte lacalus es in re 225 Ef as * . 
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not to be in a ſtate of fluctuation, but ſteady, 
en e ]?n 0e); ER. 
Amongſt theſe nice, and therefore dangerous, 
points of caſuiſtry may be reckoned the queſtion 
to much agitated in the preſent hour Whether, 
after the people have diſcharged themſelves of 
their en power hy an habitualdelegation, 
no occaſion can poſſibly occur which may juſ- 
tify their reſumption of it? This queſtion, in 
this latitude, is very hard to affirm. or deny: 
but I am ſatisfied that no occaſion can juſtify 
ſuch a reſumption, which would not equally au- 
thorize a diſpenſation. with any other moral du- 
ty, perhaps with all of them together. How- 
ever, if in general it be not eaſy to determine 
concerning the lawfulneſs of ſuch devious pro- 
ceedings, which muſt be ever on the edge of 
crimes, it is far from difficult to foreſee the pe- 
rilous conſequences of the reſuſcitation of ſuch 
a power in the people. The practical conſe- 
quences of any political tenet go a great way 
in deciding upon its value. Politieal problems 
do not primarily concern truth. or falſehood. 
They relate to good or evil. What in the re- 
{ult is likely to produce evil, is politically falſe: 
that which is productive of good, politically is 
- Believing it therefore a queſtion at leaſt ar- 
duous in the theory, and in the practice very cri- 
tical, it would well become us to aſcertain, as 
well as we can, what form it is that our incan- 
tations are about to call up from darkneſs and 
the ſleep of ages. When the ſupreme authority 
of the people is in queſtion, before we attempt 
to extend or to confine it, we ought to fix in 
our minds, with ſome degree of diſtinctneſs, an 
idea of what it is we mean when we ſay the 


PEOPLE. | 
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In aà ſtate of rude nature there is no ſuck 
thing as a people. A number of men in them 
ſelves have no collective capacity. The idea 
of a people is the idea of à corporation. It 
is wholly artificial; and made 1 K 


legal fictions by common agreement. What 


tie particular natufe of that agreement was, 
is collected from the form into which the par- 
ticular ſociety has been caſt. Any other is not 


their covenant. When men, therefore, break 
up the original compact or agreement which 


gives its corporate form and capacity to a ſtate, 

they are no longer a people; they have no 
longer a corporate exiſtence; they have no 
longer a legal coactive fofce to bind within; 
nor a claim to be recognized abroad. They 


are a number of vague looſe ihdividuals, and 
nothing more. With them all is to begin again. 
Alas! they little know how many a weary ſtep 


is to be taken before they can form themſelves 
into a maſs, which has a true politic perſona- 
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© We hear much from men, who have not 
acquired their hardineſs of affertion from the 


profundity of their thinking, about the om- 
nipotence of a Majority, in fuch a diſſolution 
of an ancient ſociety as hath taken place in 
France. But amongſt men ſo diſbanded, their 
can be noſuch thing as majority or minority: 
or power in any one perſon to bind another. 
The power of acting by a majority, which the 
gentlemen theorifts ſeem to aſſume ſo readily; 
after they have violated the contract out of 
Which it has arifen, (if at all it exiſted) muſt 

be grounded on two aſſumptions; firſt that of 

an incorporation produced by unanimity ; and 


ſecondly an unanimous agreement, that the 1 
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of a mere majority (ſay of one) ſhall paſs wit 
them and with others as the act of the whole. 

Me are ſo little affected by things which are 
habitual, that we eonfider this idea of the de- 
cifion of a majority as if it were a law of our ori- 

inal nature: But ſuch conſtructive whole, re- 
iding in a part only, is one of the moſt violent 
. fictions of poſitive law, that ever has been or 
can be made on the principles of artificial in- 
corporation. Out of civil ſociety nature knows” 
nothing of 1t; nor aremen, even when arranged _ 
according to civil order, otherwiſe than by very 
long training, brought at all to ſubmit to it. 
The mind is brought far more eaſily to ac- 
quieſce in the proceedings of one man, or a few, 
who act under a general procuration for the 
ſtate, than in the vote of a victorious majority 
in councils in which every man has his ſhare in 
the deliberation. For there the beaten party 
are exaſperated and ſoured by the previous con- 
tention, and mortified by the concluſive We | 
This mode of deciſion, where wills may be fo 
nearly equal, where, according to circumſtances, 
the ſmaller number may be the ſtronger force, 
and where apparent reaſon may be all upon one 
ſide, and on tHe other little elfe than impetuous 
- appetite; all this muſt be the reſult of a very par- 
ticular and ſpecial convention, confirmed e 6 
wards by long habits. of obedience, by a ſort of 
diſcipline in ſociety, and by a ſtrong hand, veſt- 
ed with ſtationary permanent power, to enforce 
this ſort of conſtructive general will. What or- 
gan it is that ſhall declare the corporate mind 
is ſo much a matter of poſitive arrangement, 
that ſeveral ſtates, for the validity of ſeveral of: 
| their acts, have required a proportion of voices 
much greater than that of a mere majority. 
Theſe proportions are ſo entirely governed by 
EY | convention, 


— — — —— — 
PX 
W 
* * 
* 


. "ke; 128. ) 
ens that i in ſome caſes the minority des. 5 


cides. The laws in many countries to condemn | 
requite more than a mere majority; leſs than 


an equal number to agu. In our judicial tri-- 
als we require unanimity either to condemn or 


1 5 abſolve. In ſome e one man 


aks fot the whole ; in others, a few. Until 
45 other day, in the conſtitution of Poland, F 


- unanimity was required to give validity to any. 


act of their great national council or diet. This 


approaches much more nearly to rude nature 


than the inſtitutions of any other country. 
Such, indeed, every commonwealth muſt be, 
without a poſitive aw to recognize in a certain 


number the will of the entire body. 


H men diflolve their antient incorporat n, 
in order to regenerate their community, in that 


ſtate of things each man has a right, if he plea. 


ſes, to remain an individual. Any number of 
individuals, who can agree OP it, have an 
undoubted right to form them elves into a ſtate; 

apart and wholly independent. If any of theſe 


is forced into the fellowſhip. of another, this is 
conqueſt and not compact. On every principle, 

which ſuppoſes ſociety to be in virtue of a free 
covenant, this compulſive incorporation muſt 
bs: Cos and void. 


s a people can have no right to a corporate 


2 ny without univerſal conſent, fo neither 
2 2 they a right to hold excluſiveſy any lands 


in the name and title of a corporation. On the 


ſcheme of the preſent rulers in our neighbours 


ing country, regenerated as they are, ag have 
no more right to the. territory called France 


than I have. I have a right to pitch my tent 


in any unoccupied place I can find for it; and 
I may apply to my own maintenance any part 
"0 their 1 ſoil. +4 _ e The 


houſe 5 


- 


" * ” : : 7 
5 — 2 — ECD PIO — — — T 
— —— Ee ns — — 2 N - 
& i * 5 * 


l 
houſe or vineyard of any individual proprietor 
who refuſes his conſent (and moſt proprietors 
have, as far as they dared, refuſed it) to the new 
incorporation. I ftand in his independent place. 
Who are theſe inſolent men calling themſelves 
the French nation, that would monopolize this 
fair domain of nature? Is it becauſe they ſpeak 
à certain jargon ? Is it their mode of chattering, 
to me unintelligible, that forms their title to 
my land? Who are they who claim by pre- 
ſcription and deſcent from certain gangs of 
banditti called Franks and Burgundians, and 
Viſigoths, of whom I may have never heard, 
and ninety-nine out of an hundred of them- 
ſelves certainly never have heard ; whilſt at the 
very time they tell me, that preſcription and 
long poſſeſſion form no title to property? Who 
are they that preſume to aſſert that the land 
Which 1 purchaſed of the individual, a natural 
| 905 and not a fiction of ſtate, belongs to 
them, who in the very capacity in which they 
make their claim can exiſt only as an imagina- 
ry being, and in virtue of the very preſcription 
which they reject and diſown ? This mode of 
arguing might be puſhed into all the detail, fo 
as to leave no ſort of doubt, that on their'prin- 
ciples, and on the ſort of footing on which they 
have thought proper to place themſelves, the 
crowd of men on the other ſide of the channel, 
who have the impudence to call themſelves a 
People, can never be the lawful excluſive poſ- 
leflors of the ſoil. By what they call reaſon- 
ing without prejudice, they leave not one ſtone 
upon another in the fabric of human ſociety. 
They ſubvert all the authority which they 
hold, as well as all that which they have de- 
TV 8 
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As | in the abſtract, it is perfectly PTE that, | 
out of a ſtate of civil ſociety, majority and mi- ; 


nority are relations which can have no exiſt- 
ence; and that f in civil ſociety, its own ſpecific 
_ conventions. in each incorporation, determine 
what. it is that. conſtitutes the people, ſo as to 
make their act the fignification of the general 
will, io it is, in particular, equally clear, that 
neither in France nor .in England has the 
original, or any ſubſequent” compact of the 
ſtate, expreſſed or implied, conſtituted a ajorih 


of men, told by the head, to be the as people of 
ee as little 


their feveral communities.” And I 
of policy or utility as there is of right, in lay- 


ing down a principle that a majority of men 


told by the head are to be conſidered as the peo- 
ple, and that as ſuch their will is to be law. 


Vhat policy can there be found in arrange 


ments made in defiance of every political princi. 


ple? To enable men to act with the weight and 


character of a people, and to anfwer the ends 
for which they are incorporated into that capa- 
city, we muſt ſuppoſe them (by means immedi- 
ate or conſequential) to be in that ſtate of ha- 
bitual ſocial diſcipline, in which the wiſer, the 
more expert, and the more opulent, conduct, 


and by conducting enlighten and protect the 


weaker, the leſs knowing, and the leſs provided 
with the goods of fortune. When the multi- 
tude are not under this diſcipline, they can 


ſcarcely be ſaid to be in civil ſociety. Give once 


acertain conſtitution of things, which produces 
a variety of conditions and circumſtances in a 
ſtate, and there is in nature and reaſon a prin- 


ciple which, for their-own benefit, poſtpones, 


not the intereſt but the judgment, of thoſe who 
are numero plures, to thoſe who are virtute et honore 
 minares. a in a * e Which is 


not 


3 


1 


of legitimate preſumptions, which, taken as 


6131 5 


are not the whole conſideration. It is in things 


more ſerious than a play, that it may be truly 
ſaid, ſatis eft equitem mihi plaudere. 
A A true natural ariſtocracy is not a feparate 


8 


intereſt in the ſtate, or ſeparable from it. It is 


an eſſential integrant part of any large people 


rightly conſtituted. It is formed out of a-claſs 


generalities, muſt be admitted for actual truths. 


adminiſtrator of law and juſtice, and to be 


To be bred in a place of eſtimatlon; To ſee 


nothing low and ſordid from one's infancy; To 
be taught to reſpect one's ſelf; To be habi- 
tuated to the cenſorial inſpection of the public 


eye; To look early to public opinion; To 


ſtand upon ſuch elevated ground as to be ena- 


| bled to take a large view of thewide-ſpread and 
infinitely diverſified combinations of. men and 
affairs in a large ſociety ; - To have leiſure to 

read, to reflect, to converſe ; To be enabled to 
draw the court and attention of the wiſe and 
learned wherever they are to be found; To be 


habituated in armies to command and to.obey ; 
To be taught to deſpiſe danger in the purſuit 
of honour and duty ; To be formed to the great- 
eſt degree of vigilance, foreſight, and circum- 


ſpection, in a ſtate. of things in which no fault 


is committed with impunity, and the ſlighteſt 


miſtakes draw on the moſt ruinous conſequen- 


ces To be led to a guarded and regulated con- 
duct, from a ſenſe that you are conſidered as an 
inſtructor of your fellow-citizens in their high- 
eſt concerns, and that you act as a reconciler 
between God and man To be employed as an 


thereby amongſt the firſt benefactors to man- 


K 2 liberal 


not the caſe of the French, that a ſtate does 
exiſt). are. always. of conſideration—but they 
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kind - To be a profeſſor of high ſcience; or of a 
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liberal and ingenuous art T0 be amongſt rich 
traders, who from their ſucceſs are preſumed to 


have ſharp and vigorous underſtandings, and 
to poſſeſs the virtues of diligence, order, con- 


ſtancy, and regularity, and to have cultivated | 
an habitual regard to commutative juſtice.— - 
| Theſe are the circumſtances of men, who form 


What I ſhould call a natural ariſtocracy, without 
which there is no nation. 


The ſtate of civil ſociety, which neceſſarily 


generates this ariſtocracy, is a te of nature; 


nature 


and much more truly ſo than a ſ 55 and in- 


coherent' mode of life; for man is 


reaſonable, and he is never not 4 in his na- 


tural ſtate, put when he is placed where reaſon 

may be beſt cultivated, and 5 Pede sait 18. 
Art 1 is man's nature. We are as much, at leaſt, 
in à ſtate of nature in formed manhood, as 1n 
immature and helpleſs infancy. To give no 
more importance, in the ſocial order, to fuch 
deſcriptions of men as J have ſtated, than that 


of ſo many units, is an horrible uſurpation. 


Men ſo qualified form in nature, as ſhe © 
rates in the common modification of focicy, 


the leading, guiding, and governing part. It 


is the ſoul to the body, without which the man 


When great multitudes at together, 
that diſcipline of nature, I recognize the 
PE. I acknowledge ſomething that perhaps 
equals, and ought always to guide, the fove- 
reignty of convention. In all things the voice 


does not exiſt. | 
N under 


of this grand chorus of national harmony 5 
ought to have a mighty and deciſive influence. 
But when you diſturb this harmony; when you 
break up this beautiful order, this array of 


truth and nature, as well as of hahit and pre- 
aa when you ſeparate 1 the IE ſort of 


men | 
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men from their proper chieftains ſo as to form 
them into an adverſe army, I no longer know: 


that venerable object called the people in ſuch. 
a diſbanded race of deſerters and vagabonds. 
For a while they may be terrible indeed; but in- 
ſuch a manner as wild beaſts are terrible. The 
mind owes to them no ſort of ſubmiſſion. They 


are, as they have always been reputed, rebels. 


They may lawfully be fought with, and 
brought under, whenever an advantage offers. 
deprive men of any advantage which they hold 
under the laws, and to deſtroy the order of life, 
_ proclaim war againft them. 
. We have read in hiſtory of that furious in- 


furrection of the common people in France cal- 
led the Jacquerir; for this is not the firſt time 


that the people have been enlightened. into 
treaſon, murder, and rapine. Its object was to 
extirpate the gentry. The Captal de Buche, a 


famous ſoldier of thoſe days, diſhonoured the: 


name of à gentleman and of a man by taking, 


for their eruelties, a cruel vengeance on theſe 
deluded wretches :. It was, however, his right 
and his duty to make war upon them, and af- 


terwards, in moderation, to bring them to pu- 


niſnment for their rebellion; though in the 
ſenſe of the French revolution, and of ſome of 
our clubs, they were the people; and were truly 


ſo, if you will call by that appellation any majo- 
nig of men told by the head. TW”: 


At a time not very remote from the ſame pe- 


riod (for theſe humours never have affected one 


of the nations without ſome influence on the 
other) happened feveral riſings of the lower 
commons in England. Theſe inſurgents were 


certainly the majority of the inhabitants of the 


counties in which they reſided; and Cade, Ket,, 


and 


3 


e who attempt by outrage and violence to 
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3 and Straw, at the head of their national guards, 


and fomented by certain traitors of high rank, 


did no more than exert, according to the doc- 
trines of ours and the Pariſian ſocieties, the ſo- 


vereign power inherent in the majority. 


We call the time of thoſe events a dark age. 
Indeed we are too indulgent to our own profi- 


ciency. The Abbé John Ball underſtood the 
rights of man as well as the Abbe Gregoire. 
_ "That reverend patriarch of ſedition, and proto- 


type of our reer e e was of opinion 
embly, that all the evils 
which have fallen upon men had been cauſed 


by an ignorance of their having been born 


and continued equal as to their rights.“ Had 
the populace been able to repeat that profound 
maxim all would have gone perfectly well with 


them. No tyranny, no vexation, no een, 


no care, no ſorrow, could have exiſted in the 


world. This would have cured them like a 


'Tharm for the tooth-ach. But the loweſt 


wretches, in their moſt ignorant ſtate, were able 


at all times to talk ſuch ſtuff; and yet at all 
times have they ſuffered many evils and many 


oppreſſions, both before and ſince the republi- 


cation by the national aſſembly of this ſpell of 
Healing potency and virtue. The enlightened 
Dr. Ball, when he wiſhed to rekindle the lights 
-and-fires of his audience on this point, choſe for 


the text the following couplet : 


When Adam delved and Eve ſpan, 
Who was then the gentleman? | 
202 7 - F 8 a 
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Of this ſapient maxim, however, I do not giye 


him for the inventor. It ſeems to have been 


- handed down by tradition, and'to have been in 
Tome ſort proverbial ; but whether then com- 


* 
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„ | 
poſed, dr only applied, thus much muſt be ad- 
mitted, that in learning, ſenſe, energy, and 
comprehenſiveneſs, it is fully equal to all the 
modern diſſertations on the equality of man- 
kind; and it has one advantage over them, — 
There is no doubt, but that this great teacher 
of the rights of man decorated his diſcourſe on 
this valuable text, with lammas, theorems, 

ſeholia, corollaries, and all the apparatus of 
ſcience, which was furniſhed in as great plenty 
and perfection out of the dogmatic and polemic 
magazines, the old horſe-armory, of the ſchool- 
men, among whom the Rev. Dr; Ball was bred, 
as they can be ſupplied from the new arſenal at 
Hackney. It was no doubt diſpoſed with all | 
the adjutancy of definition and diviſion, .in - 
which (I ſpeak it with ſubmiſſion) the old mar- 
ſhals were as able as the modern martinets. 
Neither can we deny, that-the philoſophic au- 
ditory, when they had once obtained this 
knowledge, could never return to their former 
ignorance ; or after ſo inſtructive a lecture be 
in the ſame ſtate of mind as if they had never 


of the land, as harſhly; and in the ſame ſort of 
ink, as they and their teachers had written the 
rights of man. e 
- Our doctors. of the day are not ſo fond of 
quoting the opinions of this antient ſage. as 


4 


| * Stthe wiſe remark on this ſubjeR, in the Defence of 
Rights, of Man, circulated by the ſocieties. e 


they 


6 „ 


they are of Imitating his conduct; Firſt, be- 


cauſe it might appear, that they are not as 
great inventors as they would be thought; and 
next, becauſe, unfortunately for his fame, he 


was not fucceſsful. It is a remark, liable to as 
few exceptions as any generality can be, that 


they who applaud proſperous folly, and adore 
triumphant guilt, have never been known to 
ſuccoùr or even to pity human weakneſs or of- 


' fence when they become ſubject to human 


viciffitude; and meet with puniſhment” inſtead 


of obtaining power. Abating for their want 


of ſenſibility to the ſufferings of their affoci- 
ates, they are not ſo much in the wrong: for 
madneſs and wickedneſs are things foul and 
deformed in themſelves; and ſtand in need of 
all the coverings and trappings of fortune to 


recommend them to the multitude. | Nothing 


can be more loathſome in their naked nature. 


Aberrations like theſe, whether antient or 
modern, unſucceſsful or proſperous, ate things. 
of paſſage. They furniſh no argument for ſup- 


| ping a mulutude told by the lad to be the - people. 
Su 


ch a multitude can have ho fort of title to 


alter the feat of power in the fociety, in which 


ruling or preſiding part. What power may 


it ever ought to be the obedient, and not the 


belong to the whole maſs, in which maſs, the 
natural aritocracy, or what by convention is ap- 


pointed to repreſent and ſtrengthen it, acts in 
its proper place, with its proper weight, and 


without being ſubjected to violence, is a deeper 


queſtion. But in that caſe, and with that con- 
currence, I ſhould have much doubt whether 


any raſh or-defperate changes in the ſtate; ſuch _ 


as we have ſeen in France, could ever be at- 


fected = 
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I have ſaid, that in ali political queſtions the” 
conſequences of any aſſumed rights are of great 
moment in deciding upon their validity. In 
this point of view let us a little ſcrutinize the 
effects of a right in the mere majority of the 
inhabitants of any country of ſuperſeding and 


: "Ons their goverment at pleaſure, me. 
Ihe tum UAE people is compoſed of 
its units. Every individual muſt have a right 


to originate what afterwards is to become the: 
act of the majority. Whatever he may law- 
fully griginate, he may lawfully endeavour: 
to accompliſh. He has a right therefore in 
his own partieular to break the ties and 
engagement which bind him to the country 
in which he lives; and he has a right to make 
as many converts to his opinions, and to obtain 
as many aſſociates in his deſigns, as he can pro- 
cure: For how can you know the. diſpoſit ions 
of the majority to deſtroy their government, 
but by tampering with ſome part of the body? 
You muſt begin by a ſecret conſpiracy; that you 
may end with a national confederation. The 
mere pleaſure of the beginner muſt be the ſole 
| . ſince the mere pleaſure of others muſt 
de the ſole ultimate ſanction, as well as the ſole 
actuating principle in every part of the progreſs. 
Thus arbitrary will (the laſt corruption of rul- 
ing power) ſtep by ſtep, poiſons the heart of 
every citizen. If the undertaker fails, he has 
the misfortune of a rebel, but not the guilt. By 
fuch doctrines, all love to our country, all pious | if 
veneration and attachment to its laws and cuſ- | 
toms, are obliterated from our minds; and no- it 
thing can reſult from this opinion, when grown 
into a principle, and animated by diſcontent, l 
ambition or enthuſiaſm, but a ſeries, of conſpi- 1 
racies and ſeditions, ſometimes ruinous to their 
authors, always noxious to the ſtate. No 
2 | | ſenſe 


1 ; 
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ſenſe of duty can prevent any man from being 


a leader or a follower in ſuch enterprizes. No- 
thing reſtrains the tempter; nothing guards 


the tempted; Nor is the new ſtate, fabricated 


by ſuch arts, ſafer than the old: What can pre- 
vent the mere will of any perſon, who hopes 


to unite the wills of others to his own, from 

an attempt wholly to overturn it? It wants no- 
thing but a diſpoſition to trouble the eſtabliſh- 
ed order, to give a title to the enterprize, 


When you combine this principle of the. right 
to change a fixed and 1 conſtitutipn of 


things at pleaſure, with the theory and practice 


of the French aſſembly, the litical, civil and 
moral irregularity are if poſſible aggravated. ; 
The aſfembly have found ago road, and a 
far more commodious, to the deſtructioſſ of an 


old government, and the legitimate formation 


of a new one than through the previous will of 
the majority of what they call the people. Get, 
fay they, the poſſeſſion of power by any means 


you can into your hands, and then a ſubſequent 
conſent (what they call an addreſs of adhefion) 
makes your authority as much the act of the 
people as if they had conferred upon you ori- 
ginally that kind and degree of power, which, 
without their permiſſion, - you had ſeized upon. 
This is to give a direct ſanction to fraud, hypo- 


criſy, perjury, and. the breach of the moſt ſacred _ 


_ truſts that can exiſt between man and man. 


What can ſound with ſuch horrid diſcordancein 


the moral ear, as this poſition, That a delegate 
with limited powers may break his ſworn en- 


gagements to his conſtituent, aſſume an authori- 


ty never committed to him, to alter all things at 


his pleaſure; and then, if he can perſuade a large 
number of men to fatter him in the power he 


has In. that he is abſolved in his o n 
FFF 
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conſcience, and ought to ſtand acquitted in 
the eyes of mankind ? On this ſcheme the 
maker of the experiment muſt begin with a de- 
termined perjury. That point is certain. He 


muſt take his chance for the expiatory addreſ- 
ſes. This is to make the lucceſs of villainy 
the ſtandard of innocence. 

Without drawing on, therefore, very ſhock- 


ing conſequences, neither by previous conſent, 
nor by ſubſequent ratification of a mere reckoned 
majority, can any ſet. of men attempt to 


diffolye the ſtate at their pleaſure. To apply 


this to our preſent ſubject. When the ſeveral _ 


orders, in- their ſeveral bailliages, had met-in 
the year 1789, ſuch of them, I mean, as had. 


met peaceably and conſtitutionally, to chooſe. 


and to inflruct- their repreſentatives, ſo orga- 


nized, and ſo acting, (becauſe they were orga- 


nized and were acting according to the conven- 
tions which made them a people) they were 
the people of France. They had a legal and a 
natural capacity to be conſidered as that people. 
But obſerve, that whilſt they were in that ſtate, 


that is, whilſt they were a people, inno one of 
their inſtructions did they charge or even hint 
at any of thoſe things, which have drawn upon 
the uſurping aſſembly, and their adherents, the 


deteſtation of the rational and thinking part of 
mankind. I will venture to affirm, without 
the leaſt apprehenſion of being contradicted by 
any perſon who knows the then ſtate of France, 
that if any one of the changes were propoſed, 


which form the fundamental parts of their re- 
| volution, and compoſe its moſt diſtinguiſhing 


acts, it w ould not have had one vote in twenty 


thouſand in any order. Their inſtructions. 


purported the. direct contrary to all thoſe fa- 
mous proceedings, which are defended as the 
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acts of the people. Had ſuch proceedings been 
expected, the great probability is, that the people 
would then have riſen, as to a man; to prevent 
them. The whole organization of the aſſembly 
was altered, the whole frame of the kingdom 


was changed, before theſe things could be done. 
It is long to tell, by what evil arts of the con- 


ſpirators, and by what extreme weakneſs and 


want of ſteadineſs in the lawful government, 
this equal uſurpation on the rights of the prince 
and people, having firft cheated,” and then of- 


fered violenceto both, has been ableto triumph, - 


and to employ with ſucceſs the forged fignature: 
of an impriſoned ſovereign, and the ſpurious 
voice of dictated addreſſes, to a ſubſequent ra- 


tification of things that had never received any 


previous ſanction, general or particular, expreſ- 


ſed or implied, from the nation (in whatever 


ſenfe that word is taken) or from any part of 


After the weighty and reſpectable part of the 


people had been murdered, or driven by the 
menaces of murder from their houſes, or were 
_ difperſed in exile into every country in Eu- 
rope; after the foldiery had been debaucked 


from their officers; after property had loſt its 
weight and conſideration, along with its ſecu- 
rity; after voluntary clubs and aſſoeiations of 
factious and unprincipled men were ſubſtituted 


in the place of all the legal corporations of the 


kingdom arbitrarily difſolved; after freedom 


had been baniſhed from * thoſe popular meet- 


ing, whoſe ſole recommendation is freedom — 
After it had come to that paſs, that no diſſent 


dared to appear in any of them, but at the 


__ certain price of life; after even diſſent had been 


„The primary aſſemblies. 


anticipated, 
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anticipated, and aſſaſſination was as quick as 
ſuſpicion, ſuch pretended ratification. by ad- 
dreſſes could be no act of what any lover of 
| 77 people would chooſe to call by their name. 
It is that voice which every ſucceſsful uſur- 
pation, as well as this before us, may eaſily 
procure, even without making (as theſe tyrants 
have made) donatives from the ſpoil of one 
part of the citizens to corrupt the other. 
To cloſe all- The pretended rights of man, 
which have made this havock, cannot be the 
rights of the people. For to be a people, and 
to have theſe rights, are things incompatible. 
The one ſyppoſes the preſence, the other the 
abſence of a ſtate of civil ſociety. The reader 
has ſeen, that in this country at leaſt, our 
Whig anceſtors proceeded on no ſuch principles. 
The Whigs of this day have before them, in 
this Appeal, their conſtitutional anceſtors: 
They. have the doctors of the modern ſchool. 
They will chooſe for themſelves. The author 
of the Reflections has choſen for himſelf. If a 
new order 1s coming on, and all the political 
opinions muſt paſs away as dreams, which our 
anceſtors have worſhipped as revelations, I ſay 
for him, that he would rather be the laſt (as 
certainly he is the leaſt) of that race of men, 
than the firſt and greateſt of thoſe who have 
. coined to themſelyes Whig principles from a 
French die, unknown to the impreſs of our 
fathers-in the conſtitution © © 


81 N 1 8. 


